
more of the tr imming por t  covers  became displaced and this  pe r -  
mitted the ingress  of water  to the f i sh  hold. The fact that the level  
of f ish was observed 5 to 6 f ee t  below the displaced cover  on the 
portside indicates the existance of void a r e a s  which would pe rmi t  a 
shift of cargo. 
indicates a cargo shift. I t  would appear  that a quantity of water  
entcring the s tarboard side of the f i sh  hold would reduce the sur face  
adhesion in  the pile of f i sh  in  that area, with a result ing shift  of 
bulk to a void o r  l e s s  densely packed a rea .  The deep  s ta rboard  list 
then permitted boarding s e a s  to en te r  the hold through the open 
hatch. 
port tank, together with the increased  volume of water  in the hold, 
caused a second shift  of cargo  and an  even g rea t e r  list to port. 
the flooding progressed ,  stability continued to de te r iora te  and the 
vessel  capsized and sank. 

The sudden development of the s ta rboard  list a l so  

The r e l ease  of the s tarboard boat and the ballasting of the 

A s  

PROBA.BLE CAUSE 

The National Transportat ion Safety Board finds that theE 
probable cause of this casualty was the failure of the Mas te r  to have 
the main hatch covered when the ves se l  encountered heavy weather. 
A contributing cause was the failure to instal l  and maintain the 
trimming hatch covers  in  a secure  manner .  
the loss of  the ves se l  were  the s teps  taken by the c rew to offset the 
starboard list. 

Also contributing to 

Contributing to the effects of this casualty was  the lack o f  
pr imary  life saving equipment which would be readi ly  available and 
would provide exposure protection. 
powered lights attached to the l i f ep rese rve r s  might have enabled 
rescue forces  to detect  the individuals in the wa te r  e a r l y  enough to 
rcduce the loss  of life. 

Also,  waterproof bat tery-  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Safety Board concurs with the Commandant relative to 
thc recommendations of the Marine Board. In addition, the Board 



*makes the following*comendations and rei terate-  recom-  
mendation made by the Board in its action on the Marine Board 
report  of the lo s s  of the PANOCEANIC FAITH relative to l igh ts  
fo r  life p re se rve r s :  

1. The Coast Guard, i n  its study of fishing 
vesse l  safety, consider the need for  
legislative authority to requi re  sufficient 
inflatable l i feraf t  capacity to accommodate 
all persons on board fishing vesse l s  in  
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\f: ocean and coastwise service.  

,,,2. The Coast Guard consider amending the 
applicable regulations to requi re  that each  
life p r e s e r v e r  be equipped with a waterproof v' battery-powered light. 6 

BY TKE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD: 

Adopted this  3/=d day of  , 1969: 

, a Reed, Chairman 

- 
Isabel A. Burgess, Member 
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