
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON (S) 

R-79-12 and -13 

General Manager 
Bay Area Rapid Trans i t  District 
800 Madison S t r e e t  
Oakland, C a l i f o r n i a  94607 

The National Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  f i r e  
on t r a i n  117 i n  t h e  Transbay Tube on January 1 7 ,  1979, i n  conjunct ion 
with an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  team appointed by t h e  Bay Area Rapid T r a n s i t  
D i s t r i c t  (BART). 
Department o f f i c e r  and ex tens ive  proper ty  damage t o  BART. 

The f i r e  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  death of an Oakland F i r e  

The Sa fe ty  Board i s  concerned by t h e  lack of securement of undercar  
equipment covers .  
v i c i n i t y  of t h e  t r a i n  which caught f i r e .  
was l o s t  from a t r a i n  which had previous ly  t r a n s i t e d  t h e  a r e a .  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  showed t h a t  t h e  damage i n f l i c t e d  t o  t r a i n  117 a s  i t  s t r u c k  
t h i s  cover was an i n s t i g a t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  acc ident .  
t h e  s a f e t y  of BART passengers  r e q u i r e s  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  ensure t h a t  
such equipment covers a r e  i n  p l ace  and secured.  

Two of these  equipment covers were found i n  t h e  
A t  l e a s t  one o f  t h e s e  covers 

The 

We be l i eve  t h a t  

Therefore ,  t h e  National Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board recomends  t h a t  
t h e  Bay Area T r a n s i t  District: 

Include i n  t h e  pred ispa tch ing  procedure an in spec t ion  of a l l  
undercar  equipment covers t o  a s su re  t h a t  such equipment covers 
a r e  i n  p lace  and proper ly  secured. (Class I--Urgent Action) 
(R-79-12) 

Provide a s u i t a b l e  securement mechanism f o r  a l l  undercar 
equipment covers on BART r o l l i n g  s tock .  
Action) (R-79-13) 

[Class  11- -Pr ior i ty  

K I N G ,  Chairman, DRIVER,  Vice Chairman, McADAMS and HOGUE, Membem, 
concurred i n  t h e  above recommendations. 


