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About 1625 e .d . t .  on June 6, 1977, t h e  c h a r t e r  f i s h i n g  boat D I X I E  

LEE I1 capsized during a sudden, 
Bay near  Norfolk,  V i rg in i a ,  w i th  27 persons on board. 
acc iden t ,  a commercial f i s h i n g  boat passed near  t h e  acc iden t  scene  and 
rescued 14 persons.  Twelve persons died and another is missing and 
presumed dead. 
and a f t e r  being r epa i r ed  and r e c e r t i f i e d  by t h e  U.S. Coast Guard, was 
re turned  t o  se rv i ce .  11 

s e v e r e  thunderstorm i n  t h e  Chesapeake 
Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h e  

THE D I X I E  LEE 11 suf fe red  minor damage due t o  f looding ,  

The Safety Board determined t h a t  t h e  D I X I E  LEE I1 was capsized by 
t h e  overturning e f f e c t  of winds exceeding 50 kns. I n  i t s  continuous 
marine weather broadcasts ,  t h e  Nat iona l  Weather Serv ice  (NVJS) advised 
t h a t  a seve re  thunderstorm w a s  approaching t h e  v i c i n i t y  of che acc ident  
and t h a t  t h e  storm, which was moving n e a r l y  50 mph, would g ive  l i t t l e  
advance warning. Although broadcas ts  warning of t h e  seve re  thunderstorm 
were s u f f i c i e n t l y  accu ra t e  and t imely,  t h e  Safety Board b e l i e v e s  t h a t  
t h e  use  of t h e  term "severe thunderstorm" without a statement of wind 
speeds may not  be widely understood t o  mean t h a t  wind g u s t s  can be 
expected t o  exceed 50 kns. 

Therefore ,  t h e  Nat iona l  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t  
t h e  Nat iona l  Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: 

Provide s u f f i c i e n t  information i n  i t s  seve re  
weather s ta tements  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  severe  weather 
condi t ion ,  such as wind speed, f o r  which t h e  
statement i s  v a l i d .  (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Act ion)  
(M-7 9- 8 )  

- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  information read "Marine Accident Report-- 
Charter Fishing Boat DI:II% LEE I1 Capsizing i n  Severe Thunderstorm 
i n  t h e  Chesapeake Bay near  i lorfolk,  V i rg in i a ,  June 6 ,  1977" 
(NTSB-I4AR-79-1). 
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K I N G ,  
concurred 


