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SAFETY RECOMMENOAT ION (s)  

M-79-72 through -75 i 
I 

--------------------________________I___- 

A t  1107 G . m . t .  on June 1 2 ,  1978, the  SS YELLOWSTONE, a loaded g r a i n  
c a r r i e r ,  co l l i ded  wi th  t h e  Algerian f r e i g h t e r  M/V I B N  BATOUTA i n  a 
dense fog  i n  t h e  Mediterranean Sea about  14 miles southeas t  of G i b r a l t a r .  
A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  c o l l i s i o n ,  t h e  YELLOWSTONE sank t h e  fol lowing day. 
Five crewmen on t h e  YELLOWSTONE died and two were in ju red .  L/ 

Although t h e  o f f i c e r s  on watch on each of the  v e s s e l s  knew w e l l  
i n  advance t h a t  they were i n  a head-on s i t u a t i o n  and a p o s s i b l e  c l o s e  
passage, n e i t h e r  v e s s e l  reduced i ts  speed below 15 kns. Fu r the r ,  t h e  
watch o f f i c e r s  f a i l e d  t o  make a r e l a t i v e  motion p l o t  with t h e  radar  t o  
determine t h e  o t h e r  v e s s e l ’ s  course ,  speed, and c l o s e s t  p o i n t  of approach. 

When Each s h i p  had an i n s t a l l e d  VHF bridge-to-bridge radiotelephone.  
t h e  v e s s e l s  were w i t h i n  2 miles of each o t h e r ,  t h e  master of t h e  YnLOWSTONE 
t r i e d  t o  con tac t  the  I B N  BATOUTA v i a  rad io te lephone  t o  inform t h e  I B N  
BATOUTA of h i s  i n t e n t i o n s ,  bu t  he go t  no response,  Had each v e s s e l  been 
requi red  t o  u s e  i t s  rad io te lephone  equipment, which i s  now requi red  to  
be used only  on a l l  navigable  waters  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  the  acc ident  
may never have occurred.  Each vessel could have a l e r t e d  t h e  o the r ,  and 
a passing agreement could have been prearranged.  

In many major harbors  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  Vessel T r a f f i c  Services  
(VTS) wi th  manned equipment f o r  s u r v e i l l a n c e  of these  heav i ly  t r a f f i c k e d  
a r e a s  have been i n s t a l l e d .  Had such an e f f e c t i v e  system been i n s t a l l e d  
a t  t h e  east end of t h e  S t r a i t  of G i b r a l t a r ,  t imely information from t h e  
manned s t a t i o n  could have a l e r t e d  both approaching v e s s e l s  w e l l  i n  
advance and provided them time t o  make an agreement f o r  a s a f e  passing 
maneuver. 

- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  information read “Marine Accident Report-- 
C o l l i s i o n  of Bulk Car r i e r  SS YELLOWSTONE and F re igh te r  M/V 
I B N  BATOUTA, Mediterranean Sea, June 1 2 ,  1978” (NTSB-MAR-79-11). 
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The  master of t h e  YELLOWSTONE s a i d  he  heard a loud r e p o r t  j u s t  
a s  he w a s  l eav ing  h i s  s h i p ,  and thought i t  was t h e  rup tu re  of t h e  
forward bulkhead of t h e  engineroom. Afterwards, the  vessel sank 
s t e r n  f i r s t  i n  less than 40 minutes. Although t h e  s h i p  had been 
gauged f o r  a special s u r v e y  i n  1978, only t h e  s h e l l  p l a t e s ,  tank tops ,  
frames, s eaches t s ,  and some exposed decks were se l ec t ed .  No gauges 
were taken of t h e  bulkhead th icknesses  f o r  wastage. A p r i n c i p a l  ABS 
surveyor t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  i n  v e s s e l s  which are bulk carriers, cor ros ion  
o f t e n  occurs  i n  t h e  lower po r t ions  of bulkheads i n  cargo holds ,  i n  
b i l g e  we l l s  of cargo ho lds ,  and i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  sur faces- -par t icu lar ly  
i n  unprotected s a l t w a t e r  b a l l a s t  tanks.  Based on t h i s  testimony and 
knowing the  importance of major w a t e r t i g h t  bulkheads on s h i p s ,  t h e  
Safe ty  Board concludes t h a t  gauges of these  a r e a s  should a l s o  be  
included i n  t h e  pe r iod ic  surveys of bulk c a r r i e r s  t h a t  are more than 
15 yea r s  o ld .  

Therefore ,  t h e  Nat iona l  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t  
t h e  U.S. Coast Guard: 

Require more f r equen t  examinations f o r  renewal of a r ada r  
obse rve r ' s  endorsements by deck o f f i c e r s  of t h e  U.S. Merchant 
Marine t o  maintain t h e i r  p ro f i c i ency  i n  us ing  t h e  maneuvering 
board f o r  so lv ing  r ada r  t a r g e t  problems. (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  
Action) (M-79-72) 

Propose t o  t h e  Intergovernmental  Maritime Consul ta t ive  
Organizat ion t h a t  a s tudy  be i n i t i a t e d  t o  determine t h e  
need f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  v e s s e l  t r a f f i c  s e r v i c e  
a t  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  S t r a i t  of G i b r a l t a r  t o  improve t h e  
s a f e t y  i n  t h i s  heav i ly  t r a f f i c k e d  a r e a .  (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  
Action) (M-79-73) 

Es t ab l i sh  a t ime tab le  f o r  expedi t ing Coast Guard a c t i o n  t o  
promote t h e  adopt ion  by t h e  Intergovernmental  Maritime 
Consul ta t ive  Organiza t ion  of a requirement f o r  the  u s e  of 
bridge-to-bridge rad io te lephone  i n  c o l l i s i o n  avoidance. 
(Class  TI, P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-79-74) 

Require pe r iod ic  gauging of  bulkheads on bulk c a r r i e r s  
t h a t  a r e  more than  15 y e a r s  o l d .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  the 
lower po r t ions  of  bulkheads i n  cargo holds ,  b i l g e  wells,  
s a l t w a t e r  b a l l a s t  t anks ,  and machinery spaces  should be  
gauged f o r  t imely renewal due t o  cor ros ion  and wastage. 
(Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-79-75) 

Met 
K I N G ,  Chairman, DRIVER. Vice Chairman. McADAMS and GOLDMAN. 

nbers, concurred i n  t h e s e  


