
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED: June 25, 1979 

Seahorse,  I n c .  
P.O. Box 968 

) SAFETY RECOMMENDAT ION (s) 

A f t e r  l o a d i n g  a ca rgo  of p i p e ,  t o o l s ,  d r i l l  w a t e r ,  d i e s e l  f u e l  o i l ,  
and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  s u p p l i e s ,  t h e  o f f s h o r e  supp ly  v e s s e l  M/V SABINE SEAHORSE 
d e p a r t e d  I n t r a c o a s t a l  C i t y ,  Lou i s i ana  abou t  2200 on January 29, 1978 f o r  
South Marsh I s l a n d  b l o c k  128 i n  t h e  Gulf of Mexico. 
t h e  vessel  was secured s t a r b o a r d  s i d e  to P e n n z o i l ' s  P l a t fo rm A i n  b l o c k  128. 
The v e s s e l  was docked a t  t h e  p l a t f o r m ' s  east  s i d e  b o a t  l a n d i n g ,  which 
was f i t t e d  w i t h  f o u r  docking bumpers. The f e n d e r s  were mis s ing  from the 
bumper nea r  t h e  v e s s e l ' s  engineroom, and the bumper was n o t  a t t a c h e d  to 
i t s  underwater s u p p o r t .  The SABINE SEAHORSE s t r u c k  the bumper ha rd  while 
redocking a f t e r  a mooring l i n e  broke. 
engineroom, and forward passageway f l o o d e d ,  and t h e  SABINE SEAHORSE s a n k  
abou t  0600. 

By 0030 on Janua ry  31, 

The v e s s e l ' s  wing compartments, 

No persons  d i e d ,  b u t  t h e  vessel ,  va lued  a t  $220,000 w a s  lost. A/ 
The N a t i o n a l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S a f e t y  Board determined t h a t  t h e  p r o b a b l e  

c a u s e  of t h e  a c c i d e n t  w a s  t h e  b reach ing  of the v e s s e l ' s  h u l l  by a damaged 
docking bumper's lower s u p p o r t ,  which l e d  to f l o o d i n g  of the vessel 's  
engineroom, wing compartments, and forward passageway due  to t h e  f a i l u r e  
of t h e  crew t o  s e c u r e  t h e  engineroom's w a t e r t i g h t  door s  and t o  t a k e  damage 
c o n t r o l  a c t i o n .  C o n t r i b u t i n g  to t h e  a c c i d e n t  was the a p p a r e n t  m a l f u n c t i o n  
of t h e  h i g h  b i l g e  wa te r  a l a rm.  

T y p i c a l  supp ly  vessel  o p e r a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  f r e q u e n t  mooring to o i l  
During t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  the r i s k  of h u l l  damage is h igh .  p l a t f o r m s .  

Accordingly,  w a t e r t i g h t  d o o r s  should be k e p t  c losed  to i s o l a t e  f l o o d i n g  
which may occur  because  of minor damage. 
Guide" p r o p e r l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  w a t e r t i g h t  door s  should be k e p t  c l o s e d ,  
b u t  t h e r e  is no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  the importance of t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  was 
emphasized to t h e  eng inee r .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  eng inee r  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h i s  
knowledge o f  t h i s  company p o l i c y  came only  from c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  
Seahorse,  I n c . ,  employees. A l l  of  t h e  engineroom's w a t e r t i g h t  door s  
were c l o s e d  when t h e  vessel i n i t i a l l y  proceeded o f f s h o r e ,  which i n d i c a t e s  

Seahorse,  I n c . ' s  "Damage C o n t r o l  

- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  in fo rma t ion ,  r ead  "Marine Accident  Repor t  -- 
Sink ing  of t h e  Of f shore  Supply Vessel bl/V SABINE SEAHORSE i n  the 
Gulf of Mexico, January 31, 1978" (NTSB-MAR-79-10). 

2668 



- 2 -  

t h a t  t h e  eng inee r  complied wi th  t h e  company p o l i c y  a s  he  understood i t .  

have fol lowed them. The S a f e t y  Board concludes  t h a t  Seahorse ,  l n c . ,  
should make a d d i t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  to i n s u r e  t h a t  its i n s t r u c t i o n s  about  
c l o s i n g  w a t e r t i g h t  door s  are a b s o l u t e l y  c l e a r  and w e l l  understood by i t s  
supply  v e s s e l  crews. 

Had c l e a r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  been p r o p e r l y  g iven ,  a prudent  eng inee r  would - 

The cause  f o r  t h e  appa ren t  ma l func t ion  of t h e  h igh  b i l g e  water  a la rm 
could n o t  b e  de te rmined ,  However, i f  t h e  alarm had been t e s t e d  b e f o r e  
t h e  SABINE SEAHORSE depa r t ed  I n t r a c o a s t a l  C i t y ,  r e p a i r s  could have been 
made i f  necessa ry .  If t h e  a la rm had func t ioned  p r o p e r l y ,  t h e  f lood ing  
of t h e  engineroom would have been d iscovered  e a r l i e r ,  and i t  may have 
been p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  f l o o d i n g  b e f o r e  i t  reached a dangerous 
l e v e l .  

A s  a r e su l t  of i t s  a n a l y s i s  of t h i s  a c c i d e n t ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
S a f e t y  Board recommends t h a t  Seahorse ,  I n c . :  

I n s t r u c t  Seahorse ,  I n c . ' s  o f f s h o r e  supply  v e s s e l  crews t o  
keep a l l  w a t e r t i g h t  doors  c losed  a t  a l l  t imes except  when 
a c t u a l l y  be ing  t r a n s i t e d .  (C las s  11, P r i o r i t y  Act ion)  (M-79-70) 

I n s t r u c t  Seahorse ,  I n c . ' s  o f f s h o r e  supply  v e s s e l  eng inee r s  
t o  t e s t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of h igh  b i l g e  water  a la rms  b e f o r e  each 
voyage. (C las s  11, P r i o r i t y  Act ion)  (M-79-71) 

K I N G ,  Chairman, DRIVER, Vice Chairman, McAUAMS and GOLDMAN, Members, 
concurred i n  t h e s e  recommendations. 


