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About 1100 c . s . ~ .  on A p r i l  1 4 ,  1976, t h e  s e l f - e l e v a t i n g  mobi le  
o f f s h o r e  d r i l l i n g  u n i t  OCEAN EXPRESS d e p a r t e d  a d r i l l i n g  s i t e  nea r  t h e  
Texas c o a s t  i n  t h e  Gulf of  Nexico under  tow f o r  a new d r i l l i n g  s i t e  
about  33 nmi n o r t h e a s t .  The OCEAN EXPRESS a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  new s i t e  abou t  
2330, b u t  was n o t  s e t  i n  p l a c e  because  o f  a d v e r s e  seas. Three  t u g s  h e l d  
t h e  OCEAN EXPRESS i n  p o s i t i o n  a w a i t i n g  b e t t e r  wea the r ,  b u t  t h e  seas 
con t inued  t o  i n c r e a s e .  About 1530  on A p r i l  15, one  t u g  became p a r t i a l l y  
d i s a b l e d  because of  a r e d u c t i o n  g e a r  f a i l u r e .  A t  1930, a n o t h e r  t u g ' s  
t o w l i n e  broke .  With on ly  one e f f e c t i v e  t u g  remain ing ,  the  OCEAN EXPRESS 
tu rned  b roads ide  t o  t h e  wind and seas ,  d r i f t e d ,  grounded, c a p s i z e d ,  and 
sank abou t  2115. The vessel  was va lued  a t  $20 m i l l i o n .  - 1/ 

The bargemover was r e scued  by a Coas t  Guard h e l i c o p t e r .  The crew 
abandoned t h e  OCEAN EXPRESS i n  t h e  u n i t ' s  s u r v i v a l  c a p s u l e s .  The 14 
per sons  i n  one c a p s u l e  were re scued  wi thou t  i n c i d e n t .  The o t h e r  c a p s u l e  
caps i zed  w i t h  20 per sons  i n s i d e ;  7 per sons  escaped and 1 3  per sons  drowned. 

S i n c e  t h e  OCEAN EXPRESS d i d  n o t  have  i n s t r u m e n t s  t o  measure wave 
h e i g h t s ,  t h e  bargemover r e l i e d  on weather  f o r e c a s t s  and v i s u a l  observa-  
t i o n s .  The bargemover ob ta ined  weather  f o r e c a s t s  solely from t h e  N a t i o n a l  
\,'eather S e r v i c e  (M4S) weather  r a d i o  b roadc , a s t s .  Comparing t h e  f o r e c a s t s  
w i t h  t h e  observed c o n d i t i o n s ,  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  p r i v a t e  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  
s e r v i c e  f o r e c a s t s  f o r  Nustang I s l a n d  lease b l o c k  A95 on  A p r i l  1 4  were 
more a c c u r a t e  than  t h e  g e n e r a l  W S  f o r e c a s t s .  The p r i v a t e  f o r e c a s t s  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s e a s  could  exceed t h e  OCEAN EXPRESS' j a c k i n g  l i m i t s ,  
h u t  no such i n d i c a t i o n  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  NUS f o r e c a s t s .  The hWS marine 
f o r e c a s t s  a r e  geared  toward s m a l l  c r a f t  o p e r a t o r s  and do n o t  p rov ide  
s p e c i a l i z e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  s p e c i f i c  marine o p e r a t i o n s .  The p r i v a t e  
f o r e c a s t s  p r e s e n t e d  more i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  a more u s e f u l  fo rma t .  
S a f e t y  Board concludes  t h a t  p r i v a t e  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s  should  be  
c o n s u l t e d  f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  needed. 

- 1/ For  more d e t a i l e d  in fo rma t ion  read  "Marine Acc iden t  Repor t  - Caps iz ing  
and S ink ing  of  t h e  Se l f -Eleva tLng Mobile Of f shore  D r i l l i n g  Un i t  OCFAl4 
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A s  a r e s u l t  of i t s  a n a l y s i s  of t h i s  a c c i d e n t ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Trans  
S a f e t y  Board recommends t h a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of D r i l l i n  
C o n t r a c t o r s :  

Recommend t h a t  i t s  members u s e  p r i v a t e  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  s e r v l c  
which p r o v i d e  t h e  s p e c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  needed when engaged i 
w e a t h e r - s e n s i t i v e  o p e r a t i o n s .  

KING, Chairman, DRIVER, Vice  Chairman, McADAMS and HOGUE, Mem 

( C l a s s  11, P r i o r i t y  Ac t ion )  
(M-79-51) 

concur red  i n  t h e  above recommendation. 


