
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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I Forwarded to :  
Elr. David H. K.linges 
Vice P r e s i d e n t  
Sh ipbu i ld ing  D i v i s i o n  
Bethlehem S t e e l  Coroora t ion  ( S A F E T Y  R E C O M M E N O A T I O N ( S )  

PI-79-48 i Execut ive  Off ice  
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania  18016 

About 1100 c . s . ~ .  on A p r i l  14, 1976,  t h e  s e l f - e l e v a t i n g  mobi le  
o f f s h o r e  d r i l l i n g  u n i t  OCEAN EXPRESS d e p a r t e d  a d r i l l i n g  s i t e  n e a r  the 
Texas c o a s t  i n  t h e  Gulf of  Mexico under  tow f o r  a new d r i l l i n g  s i t e  
a b o u t  33 nmi n o r t h e a s t .  The OCEAN EXPRESS a r r i v e d  a t  the new s i t e  a b o u t  
2330, b u t  was n o t  set i n  p l a c e  because  of  a d v e r s e  s e a s .  Three  t u g s  h e l d  
t h e  OCEAN EXPRESS i n  p o s i t i o n  a w a i t i n g  b e t t e r  weather ,  b u t  t h e  seas 
con t inued  t o  i n c r e a s e .  About 1530 on A p r i l  15, one tug  became p a r t i a l l y  
d i s a b l e d  because  of a r e d u c t i o n  g e a r  f a i l u r e .  A t  1930, a n o t h e r  t u g ' s  
t o r j l i n e  b roke .  I\'ith o n l y  one  e f f e c t i v e  tug  remaining,  the OCEAN EXPRESS 
turned  b r o a d s i d e  t o  t h e  wind and seas,  d r i f t e d ,  grounded, c a p s i z e d ,  and 
sank  about  2115. The v e s s e l  was va lued  a t  $20 m i l l i o n .  ;/ 

I h e  bargemover was rescued  by a Coas t  Guard h e l i c o p t e r .  The crew 
abandoned the OCEAN EXPRESS i n  the u n i t ' s  s u r v i v a l  c a p s u l e s .  The 14 
per sons  i n  one c a p s u l e  tiere r e scued  w i t h o u t  i n c i d e n t .  
caps i zed  w i t h  20 pe r sons  i n s ide ;  7 persons escaped and 13 per sons  drowned. 

The o t h e r  c a p s u l e  

The OCEAN EXPRESS was equipped i i i t h  two toi?ing padeyes i n  t h e  
s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  r e c e s s e s  forward on t h e  main deck  and two sets of mooring 
b i t t s  a f t .  
t o w l i n e  forward and r i g  a new l i n e  t o  i t .  Loose deck  ca rgo  and boa rd ing  
seas prevented  s a f e  a c c e s s  t o  the b i t t s  a f t .  
l i n e  t o  B c r a n e  founda t ion  on t h e  upper  deck  and w i t h  no l i ne - th rowing  
equipment o r  coord ina ted  p l a n  of  a c t i o n ,  t h e  a t t e m p t s  t o  r econnec t  t h e  
GULF V I K I N G  were abandoned. 
the GULF V I K I N G  p robab ly  could  have been r econnec ted ,  and t h e  c a p s i z i n g  
might  have been p reven ted .  

Boarding seas thwar ted  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  r e t r i e v e  t h e  broken 

A f t e r  f a i l i n g  t o  s e c u r e  a 

I f  t h e  towing padeyes had been more a c c e s s i b l e ,  

-....-__ 
- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  in fo rma t ion  r ead  "Narine Accident  Repor t  - Caps iz ing  
and S i n k i n g  of t h e  S e l f - E l e v a t i n g  Mobile o f f s h o r e  D r i l l i n g  Uni t  OCEAK 
EXPRESS n e a r  P o r t  O'Connor, Texas, A p r i l  15,  1976" (KTSB-bRR-79-5). 

@ 2362-A 



- 2 -  

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S a f e t y  Board recommends t h a  
Bethlehem S t e e l  Corpora t ion :  

E q u i p  i t s  f u t u r e  s e l f - e l e v a t i n g  mob i l e  o f f s h o r e  d r i l l i n g  
u n i t s  w i t h  towing f i t t i n g s  a c c e s s i b l e  i n  heavy weather .  
( C l a s s  11, P r i o r i t y  Act ion)  01-79-48) 

K I N G ,  Chairman, DRIVER, Vice Chairman, McADAMS and HOGUE, Members, 
concurred  i n  t h e  above recommendation. 


