
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED: April 11, 1979 

Board of Examiners of Maryland P i l o t s  
1316 South Baylis Street  

A t  2107 e .d . t .  on October 20, 1978, t h e  Argentine f r e i g h t e r  M/V 
SANTA CRUZ I1 and t h e  U.S. Coast Guard Cut te r  CUYAHOGA co l l i ded  i n  t h e  
Chesapeake Bay a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Potomac River ,  Maryland. 
of t h i s  c o l l i s i o n ,  t h e  CUYAHOGA sank. Eleven Coast Guardsmen were 
k i l l e d ;  18 Coast Guardsmen were rescued by t h e  SANTA CRUZ I1,which 
experienced minor damage. A/ 

A s  a r e s u l t  

About 20 minutes p r i o r  t o  t h e  c o l l i s i o n ,  the Maryland p i l o t  aboard 
t h e  SANTA CRUZ I1 c o r r e c t l y  determined t h a t  t h e  two vessels were i n  a 
head-and-head meeting s i t u a t i o n  and t h a t  a normal port- to-port  passage 
would take  place.  
approach (CPA) would be about  1,000 yards  and t h a t ,  t he re fo re ,  w h i s t l e  
s i g n a l s  o r  bridge-to-bridge rad io te lephone  communication with t h e  
CUYAHOGA were n o t  necessary.  

However, he concluded t h a t  t h e  c l o s e s t  p o i n t  of 

The p i l o t  d i d  not  p l o t  the r e l a t i v e  motion o r  determine t h e  course,  
speed or  CPA of t h e  CUYAHOGA, nor d i d  t h e  p i l o t  r eques t  any crewmember 
of t h e  SANTA CRUZ I1 t o  perform t h e s e  tasks .  
would have shown t h a t  t h e  CPA of  the  two vessels would be about  600 
yards .  

A r e l a t i v e  motion p l o t  

The P i l o t  Rules f o r  In land  Waters s t a t e  t h a t  w h i s t l e  s i g n a l s  are to 
be  exchanged when two vessels w i l l  pass  within 1,000 yards  of each 
o ther .  
vessels would have a CPA of less than  1,000 yards  and should have sounded 
a one-blast  s i g n a l .  
minutes be fo re  the c o l l i s i o n  would have a l e r t e d  t h e  Comanding Officer 

A s  t h e  vessels c losed ,  t h e  p i l o t  should have r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  

Whis t le  s i g n a l s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  CIIYAHOGA tu rn ing  3 

- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  information,  read "Marine Accident Report -- 
C o l l i s i o n  of Argentine F re igh te r  M/V SANTA CRUZ I1 and U.S. Coast 
Guard Cut te r  CUYAHOGA i n  t h e  Chesapeake Bay a t  the mouth of the 
Potomac River, Maryland, October 20, 19'78" (NTSB-MAR-79-3) 
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of t h e  CUYAHOGA t o  the i n t e n t i o n s  of t h e  SANTA CRUZ 11. 
p i l o t  of t h e  SANTA CRUZ I1 s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  is not  uncommon f o r  Maryland 
p i l o t s  t o  forego t h e  w h i s t l e  s i g n a l s  i n  normal head-and-head meeting 
s i t u a t i o n s  even when t h e  est imated CPA is l e s s  t h a t  1,000 yards.  

However, t h e  

Therefore,  The Nat iona l  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t  
t h e  Board of Examiners of Maryland P i l o t s :  

Insure  t h a t  Maryland P i l o t s  comply wi th  Sec t ion  33 
CFR 8O.3(a) of t h e  P i l o t  Rules f o r  Inland Waters 
which s t a t e s :  

The s i g n a l s  f o r  pass ing ,  by t h e  blowing 
of t h e  wh i s t l e ,  s h a l l  be given and 
answered by p i l o t s ,  i n  compliance with t h e  
r u l e s  i n  this  p a r t ,  no t  only when meeting head and 
head, or nea r ly  s o ,  bu t  a t  a l l  times when t h e  
steam v e s s e l s  a r e  i n  s i g h t  of each o the r ,  
when passing o r  meeting a t  a d i s t ance  wi th in  
ha l f  a m i l e  of each o t h e r ,  and whether passing 
t o  the  s t a rboa rd  or  p o r t .  

(Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-79-38) 

K I N G ,  Chairman, DRIVER, Vice Chairman, McADAMS and HOGUE, Members, 


