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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT ION (S) 

M-79-102 - 

On Apr i l  15, 1976, t h e  mobile o f f shore  d r i l l i n g  u n i t ,  OCEAN EXPRESS, 
capsized and sank i n  t h e  Gulf of Mexico wi th  t h e  subsequent l o s s  of 13 
l i v e s .  
acc ident  e s t ab l i shed  t h a t  one of t h e  con t r ibu t ing  f a c t o r s  t o  t h e  cause 
of t h e  acc ident  was t h e  inaccuracy of t h e  weather f o r e c a s t s  i s sued  by 
t h e  Nat iona l  Weather Service.  

The Nat iona l  Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board's a n a l y s i s  of t h e  

Accurate weather f o r e c a s t s  and t h e  t imely i ssuance  of l o c a l i z e d  
marine weather warnings a r e  almost t o t a l l y  dependent upon observa t ions  
of e x i s t i n g  weather condi t ions .  A t  t h e  time of t h e  acc iden t  involv ing  
t h e  OCEAN EXPRESS, t h e r e  were very few sh ip  weather r e p o r t s  from the 
Gulf of Mexico from which a f o r e c a s t e r  could de r ive  a n  a c c u r a t e  p i c t u r e  
of e x i s t i n g  weather condi t ions  i n  t h e  area. Subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
revealed t h a t  t h e  [J.S.S. LEXINGTON w a s  a t  sea  i n  the northwestern Gulf 
of Mexico and had been tak ing  weather observat ions a t  the t i m e  of t h e  
acc iden t .  
such a way t h a t  t h e  s h i p ' s  name or l o c a t i o n  is n o t  d i sc losed ,  the 
LEXINGTON'S observa t ions  were not  immediately a v a i l a b l e  t o  f o r e c a s t  
personnel  of t h e  Nat ional  Weather Serv ice  or t h e  c i v i l i a n  marine community. 

Due t o  a Navy po l i cy  of t r ansmi t t i ng  s h i p  weather r e p o r t s  i n  

We b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  weather f o r e c a s t s  and marine weather warnings 
i s sued  before  t h e  OCEAN EXPRESS capsized would have been s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
improved had the observa t ions  of the LEXINGTON been a v a i l a b l e  f o r  use by 
t h e  Nat iona l  Weather Serv ice  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  marine 
community. This ,  i n  t u r n ,  l e a d s  u s  t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  the accuracy 
of marine weather f o r e c a s t s  f o r  U.S. Coastal  waters and marine s a f e t y  
would be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  improved i f  t h e  observa t ions  of s eve re  weather 
from Navy s h i p s  opera t ing  i n  these  waters were made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
Nat iona l  Weather Serv ice  i n  a t imely manner. 
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