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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED: March 22, 1979 

- - - -__^- - -_____-________________________-  

Forwarded to: 

Honorable Thomas I). Moreland 
Commissioner 
Georgia Department of SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N  (S) 

Transpor ta t ion  
No. 2 Cap i to l  Square H-79-9 
At l an ta ,  Georgia 30334 

About l0:00 a.m., A p r i l  11, 1978, a "schoolbus" type  bus, occupied 
by 56 boys and 2 a d u l t s ,  was southbound on 1-75 near  T i f ton ,  Georgia, en 
r o u t e  t o  Disney World, F lo r ida ,  from Y p s i l a n t i ,  Michigan. &/ The bus 
was operated by t h e  Y p s i l a n t i  Boys Club. A s  t h e  bus ex i t ed  1-75 a t  a 
s a f e t y  rest a r e a ,  i t  went off  t h e  road while  nego t i a t ing  a r i g h t  curve 
on t h e  exit  l a n e ,  overturned,  and s t r u c k  a tree. Three passengers were 
k i l l e d  and t h e  d r i v e r  and 25 passengers  were in ju red .  

Georgia Highway Department Sign Plan s p e c i f i e s  placement of a ramp 
speed s i g n  on the r i g h t  shoulder 244 f e e t  before  t h e  point  of curvature;  
such a s i g n  was n o t  i n  p l a c e  a t  t h e  t i m e  of the crash.  Maximum recommended 
speed would have been 25 mph. On A p r i l  13, 1978, t h e  Georgia Department 
of Transpor ta t ion  recornended t h a t  "Chevron" s i g n s  be placed around t h e  
curve on t h e  e x i t  t o  s a f e t y  r e s t  a r e a  No. 9 and t h a t  25-mph advisory 
ex i t  speed signs be i n s t a l l e d  on a l l  f i v e  e x i t  ramps i n  D i s t r i c t  No. 4. 
A t  t h e  time of t h e  crash,  t h e r e  were no t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  s igns  fac ing  
t r a f f i c  on t h e  e x i t  ramp. 

Sol id  whi te  edge l i n e s  de l inea ted  t h e  exi t  ramp b u t  ended a t  t h e  
beginning o f  t h e  curved sec t ion .  
t h e  curved s e c t i o n  of t h e  ex i t  ramp. 
edge l i n e s  through t h e  curve and l eng th  of t h e  e x i t  ramp would provide 
a d d i t i o n a l  guidance. 

There were no pa in ted  edge l i n e s  on 
Continuat ion of s o l i d  white  pavement 

__I- - 1/ For more information read Highway Accident Report - Overturn of a 
Y p s i l a n t i ,  Michigan, Boys Club BUS, 1-75, Near T i f t o n ,  Georgia, - 
Apr i l  11, 1978. (NTSB-HAR-79-2.) 
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Accordingly, t h e  Nat iona l  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board recornends 
t h a t  th’e S t a t e  of Georgia: 

“Continue pavement edge l i n e s  through t h e  l e n g t h  of an exit 
ramp a t  l o c a t i o n s  where these  lines have been terminated 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  ramp’s ending. (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Action) 
(H-79-9) 

K I N G ,  Chairman, DRIVER, Vice Chairman, MCADAMS and HOGUE, Members 
concurred i n  the above recommendation. 


