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WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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SAFETY RECOMMENDATION(S) i Forwarded to: 
Mr. E. F. Kearney 
Executive Director 
National Committee on Uniform 

Traf f ic  Laws and Ordi,nances 
Suite 430 H-79-30 
1776 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

About 3:30 p.m. on August 22, 1978, an ambulance responding t o  an 
emergency c a l l  and t ravel ing a t  a calculated speed of 90 t o  95 mph 
f a i l e d  t o  negotiate a curve on New Hampshire S t a t e  Route 116 eas t  of 
L i t t l e ton ,  New Hampshire, and ro l led  over. Rra persons i n  the ambulance 
were k i l l ed  and the  dr iver  w a s  injured. A/ 

A t  the  time of t he  investigation, Safety Board invest igators  were 
informed t h a t  t h e  Ross Ambulance Service, which owned and operated the  
ambulance, had no guidelines fo r  i t s  drivers re la t ing  t o  speed. Since 
t h i s  accident, the Ross Ambulance Service has promulgated spec i f ic  
g u i d e l i n e s  r e l a t ing  t o  speed. These revised guidelines, among other 
things, contain the  following: 

Code 3: red  l i g h t  and s i r e n  -- move as expeditiously as 
possible; as f a s t  as road, weather, t r a f f i c  and pa t ien t  
conditions allow -- never t o  exceed 80 mph -- and preferably 
not more than 15 mph above posted speed limit. 

The New Hampshire Motor Vehicle Traff ic  Code, Section 262A: 55 
Speed exceptions states: 
when operated with due regard fo r  safety...to public or pr iva te  
ambulances,..when t ravel ing i n  emrgencies." 

"The speed l imi t s  sha l l  not apply t o  vehicles  

The Uniform Vehicle Code (WC) 2/, a guide f o r  uniform t r a f f i c  l a w s  
f o r  voluntary compliance, a l s o  provides fo r  exemption from posted speed 
limits f o r  ambulances. Section ll-106(b)3 s t a t e s :  "The dr iver  of an 

~ - 1/ For more detai led information, read "Highway Accident Report--Ross 
Ambulance Service, Ambulance Overturn, S ta te  Route 116, LittILeton, 
New Hampshire, August 22, 1978" (NTSB-HAR-79-4). 

- 2/ National committee on Uniform Traf f ic  Laws and Ordinances, Uniform 
Vehicle Code Revised 1976, Section 11-106, Authorized Emergency 
Vehi.cles, p. 135. 
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authorized emergency vehicle ,  when responding to  an emergency may...exceed 
t h e  maximum speed l i m i t s  s o  long a s  he does not endanger l i f e  or  property." 
Highway Safety Program Standard (HSPS) No. 6, Codes and Lawe, issued by 
the National Highway T r a f f i c  Safety Administration recommends tha t  the 
S ta tes  model t h e i r  t r a f f i c  codes a f t e r  Section 11 (Rules of the Road) of 
the  UVC. 

The N e w  Hampshire law i s  typ ica l  i n  tha t  i t  allows ambulances to  
exceed the posted speed limit under emergency s i tua t ions ,  providing the 
"driver does not  endanger l i f e  or  property." The Safety Board bel ieves  
t h a t  such laws, which a r e  s imilar  t o  the Basic Speed Law 21, a r e  much 
too general. Also, S t a t e  laws and regulat ions re la ted  t o  emergency 
vehicles  should be modified to  include c r i t e r i a  to g u i d e  the dr ivers  of 
emergency vehicles  i n  making judgmental decisions regarding the speeds 
t o  se l ec t  and dr iving procedures under adverse conditions. The Safety 
Board concludes tha t  the  National Committee on Uniform Traf f ic  Laws and 
Ordinances, i n  cooperation with the  American Bar Association, should 
review Section l l - l06(b)3 of the  UVC and make it more spec i f ic ,  including 
the  possible imposition of a maximum speed that can be traveled above 
t h e  posted speed l i m i t  under prescribed conditions. 

Cr i t e r i a  t o  be considered should include: (1) The experience and 
t ra in ing  of the  emergency vehic le  dr iver ;  (2) the  condition of the  
pa t i en t  or  the  gravi ty  of t h e  in jury  a s  determined by a medical doctor; 
(3)  road t r a f f i c  and weather conditions; and ( 4 )  type and condition of 
vehicle .  

In addition, the  Safety Board believes tha t  S t a t e  laws should s e t  
f o r t h  a maximum speed l imi t a t ion  such a s  "No more than 10 mph above the  
posted speed l i m i t  under normal conditions." 
e f f e c t  for  a rescue serv ice  t i t l e d  "MED-ACT" operated by the Johnson 
County, Kansas Board of Commissioners. 
rescue u n i t s  over 480 square miles and services  260,000 people. 
maintains an average response t i m e  of 5.3 minutes. 
provide that on emergency runs of any type, the  maximum speed authorized 
i s  10 mph over the posted speed l imi t  with normal road, weather, and 
t r a f f i c  conditions. I f  adverse weather and t r a f f i c  conditions exist, 
necessary reductions i n  speeds are required. 

Such cont ro ls  a r e  i n  

The MED-ACT operates  s i x  ambulance/ 
It 

Its regulations 

I n  addi t ion t o  s e t t i n g  c r i t e r i a  j u s t i fy ing  operation of  an ambulance 
a t  high speed, S t a t e s  should consider s e t t i n g  limits on the  use of high 
speed by ambulances a l toge ther .  In  the  words of the  Director of MED- 
ACT, "We do not f e e l  t h e  r i s k  of 'high speed' driving i s  worth i t  t o  
possibly save one l i f e .  Our  philosophy i s  tha t  we m u s t  reach the  scene 
and the  hospi ta l ,  o r  a l l  of our  expert ise ,  equipment, and investment is 
t o  no avai l ."  

3/ I b i d . ,  Section 11-80.1, p. 155. - 
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Therefore, the  National Transportation Safety Board recommends tha t  
the  National Committee on Uniform Tra f f i c  Laws and Ordinances, i n  cooperation 
with the American Bar Association: 

Consider t h e  modification of Section l l - l06(b)3 of the  Uniform 
Vehicle Code t o  include the  following c r i t e r i a  t o  j u s t i f y  
an exemption from posted speed l imi t s :  

The determination by a medical authori.ty t h a t  
the grav i ty  of the  pa t i en t ' s  s i t u a t i o n  requi res  
emergency operation, and 

the condition of the vehicle,  t r a f f i c ,  and 
roadway w i l l  permit such operation, and 

the environmental conditions a r e  conducive t o  
such operation, and 

the vehicle  i s  being operated by a c e r t i f i e d  ambulance 
dr iver ,  and 

the ambulance speed l imi t  w i l l  be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  no more 
than 10 mph over the posted speed l i m i t  with normal 
road, weather, and t r a f f i c  conditions. 

(Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (H-79-30) 

K I N G ,  Chairman, DRIVER, Vice Chairman, McADAMS and HOGUE, Members, 
concurred i n  t h i s  recommendation. 


