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During t h e  Nati.ona1 Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board's i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of t h e  Allegheny A i r l i n e s  BAC 1-11 accident  i n  Rochester,  New York, 
on J u l y  9 ,  1978, pos tc rash  medical examinations became necessary when 
a review of t h e  a v a i l a b l e  medical information revealed t h a t  t h e  
cap ta in  had a h i s t o r y  of r e c e n t ,  marked changes i n  v i s u a l  a c u i t y  a s  
w e l l  as neuro logica l  problems. Because t h e  conduct of t h e  approach 
was s o  unusual f o r  an experienced cap ta in  and because of t h i s  c a p t a i n ' s  
medical h i s t o r y ,  t h e  Board requested t h a t  t h e  cap ta in  submit t o  com- 
p l e t e  ophthalmologic and neuro-ophthalmologic examinations.  
examinations were not  completed u n t i l  5 months a f t e r  t h e  acc iden t .  

Other r ecen t  a i r l i n e  t r anspor t  acc iden t s  i n  which appropr i a t e  
medical examinations would have been inva luab le  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
include:  The Alaska A i r l i n e s  acc ident  a t  Ketchikan, Alaska, on A p r i l  5 ,  
1976, when t h e  review of t h e  cap ta in ' s  r ecen t  medical h i s t o r y  revealed 
a glucose metabolism d is turbance ;  and the  Nat iona l  A i r l i n e s  acc ident  
a t  Pensacola,  F lo r ida ,  on May 8 ,  1978, when t h e r e  was an apparent  com- 
munication problem between t h e  f l i gh tc rew and a ques t ionable  misin- 
t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  altimeter. A i r  t a x i  and a i r  c h a r t e r  acc iden t s  
i n  which t h e  need ex i s t ed  t o  medical ly  eya lua te  surv iv ing  p i l o t s  a r e  
too  numerous t o  mention. 

The 

A s  a r e s u l t  of the  Safe ty  Board's Safe ty  Recommendations A-77-24 
and 25, r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  need f o r  "implied consent" t e s t i n g  of blood 
specimens a f t e r  an acc ident ,  t h e  FAA has  responded t h a t  they have 
begun a r egu la to ry  p r o j e c t  aimed a t  "promulgating r u l e s  f o r  implied 
consent t o  a l coho l  tests by airmen.'' 
t h e  Safe ty  Board now be l i eves  t h a t  a l coho l  tests are only p a r t  of t h e  
s o l u t i o n  and t h a t  o t h e r  medical tests are e s s e n t i a l  t o  r u l e  out t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of phys io logica l  causes of performance decrements. 

I n  view of these  r ecen t  acc iden t s ,  
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Current ly ,  t h e  Board cannot r equ i r e  medical examinations a f t e r  

a su rv ivab le  acc ident .  Our dependence on the  wi l l i ngness  and d i s -  
c r e t i o n  of the  crewmember o f t e n  r e s u l t s  i n  no medical examination o r  

t i n  f ind ings  t h a t  are untimely or use le s s .  Without t h e  opportuni ty  
t o  acqu i r e  such v i t a l  dnformation, i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w i l l  confinue t o  
r e p o r t  a l a r g e  percentage of acc idents  i n  which t h e  p i l o t  i s  c i t e d  
as a causa l  f a c t o r  without  providing an i n s i g h t  i n t o  the  b a s i s  f o r  
h i s  a c t i o n s .  

The Safety Board be l i eves  t h a t  whenever the  circumstances of an 
acc ident  warrant  such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  airman involved should be  
given a thorough medical examination by t h e  Federa l  Aviat ion Adminis- 
t r a t i o n .  Biochemical tests a l s o  should be  made as soon af ter  t h e  
acc ident  as poss ib l e  t o  r u l e  ou t  performance decrements secondary t o  
t h e  e f f e c t s  of hypoglycemia, drugs,  and a lcohol .  

I n  view of t h e  above, t he  Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Safety Board 
recommends t h a t  t h e  Federal  Aviat ion Administration: 

Amend 1 4  CFR 61.3 t o  inc lude  an  implied consent 
c l ause  which would be a condi t ion  f o r  t h e  i ssuance  
of Class I and Class  I1 airman medical c e r t i f i c a t e s .  
The implied consent c l ause  should r e q u i r e  t h e  holder  
t o  submit t o  any nonpsychiatr ic  medical eva lua t ion  
included i n  14 CFR 67 i f  deemed necessary by t h e  
Nat iona l  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board fol lowing any 
acc ident / inc ident  and t o  such biochemical t e s t i n g  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  absence of a lcohol ,  drugs,  
o r  suspected metabolic d i so rde r s .  The medical ex- 
amination should be  performed by a Regional F l i g h t  
Surgeon or by an  Aviat ion Medical Examiner desig- 
nated by a Regional F l i g h t  Surgeon. 
P r i o r i t y  Act ion)(  A-79-61) 

KING, Chairman, DRIVER, Vice Chairman, McADAMS and GODMAN,  Members, 

(Class 11, 

concurred i n  t h i s  recommendation. 


