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l i n g s  by some boaters  who knew t h e i r  s ign i f i cance ,  and the  f a i l u r e  

o f  boa te r s  t o  u s e  a v a i l a b l e  l i f e s a v i n g  devices.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Safe ty  Board concurs with the  C m a n d a n t  r e l a t i v e  t o  the r e c m -  

mendations of the  Marine Board with the exceptio? of recornendation 5 

concerning d e f e r r a l  of l e g i s l a t i v e  proposals  which would au tho r i ze  law 

enforcement personnel t o  "deter" small boat opera tors  f r om opera t ing  

when hazardous sea  condi t ions e x i s t ,  unti l .  a l l  o the r  means to e f f e c t  

vo luntary  compli.ance have been considered. 

Board considers  t h a t  p revent ive  ac t ion  i s  necessary in t h i s  matter. 

Accordingly, the  Sa fe ty  Board recommends, i n  addi t ion  t o  the  recommen- 

da t ions  of the  Coast Guard, t ha t :  

As pointed out ,  the Safe ty  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

The Coast Guard seek l e g i s l a t i o n  which would provide l ega l  

au tho r i ty  t o  s top  operators  from proceeding . i n t o  adverse 

(M,b8* I e )  weather and sea  conditions.  

The Congress give favorable  considerat ion t o  the  proposed 

Recreat ional  Boat Safe ty  Act of  1968 (H.R. 15223) O r  a 

b i l l  which would encompass s i m i l a r  provis ions.  [M - dr-  
The Coast Guard, through i t s  S t a t e  boat ing l i a i s o a ,  encourage 

the  u s e  of a voluntary r e g i s t r a t i o n  card system a t  publ ic  and 

p r i v a t e  boat launching s i t e s  and nar inas .  (p4-68'- 3 0 )  

The Coast Guard consider approval of l i f e  preservers  which 

a r e  designed to fo ld  in shapes s u i t a b l e  fo r  use a s  cushiois, 

and r e a d i l y  stowable on or under the  sea ts .  
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The Safe ty  Board a l s o  aakes t h e  following recornendat ions which t 
.[ 

gene ra l ly  expand the  app l i ca t ion  of the  Coast Guard's recommendations; 

5. 

9 cedures aga ins t  r eck le s s  operat ion of motorboats and c i t e  

The Coast Guard and t h e s t a t e s  emphasize enforcement pro- 
i 

9 
4 1 t h e  opera tors  of unsui tab le  boa ts  who proceed i n t o  adverse 

\' weather and sea condi t ions  a f t e r  being duly warned. The 
I 

Coast Guard u t i l i z e  46 USC 526. (a) i n  appropr ia te  boat ing c a reas ;  t h e  S t a t e s  use comparab1,e provis ions  of S t a t e  l a w .  

6. The Coast Guard Auxil iary,  the Power Squadrons, and o ther  

boat ing organi,zations expand boat ing educat ion programs, 

and S t a t e s  g ive  cons idera t ion  t o  the  use of  the  S t a t e  school 

systems. These programs should s t r e s s  t h e  importance of 

ob ta in ing  and heeding cu r ren t  l o c a l  weather information on 

po r t ab le  radios .  (h- 6 0 - 2 3 )  

Based on t h e  apparent success of the p lans  f o r  prevent ing 

recurrence of such acc idents  i n  t h i s  a rea  s ince  t h e  September 

1967 inc idents ,  the  Coast Guard should use t h e  experience and 

the  information developed as  a r e s u l t  of  t h e  meetings between 

Federal ,  S t a t e ,  and l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of Michigan 

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a coordinated emergency comuni ,cat ion system 

and emergency operat ion plan i n  a l l  appropr ia te  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

boating a reas  throughout the Ilnited S ta t e s .  fivl- 6 f"- 2 y) 

7. 
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8. 

-cooperation with t h e  Coast Guard, t h e  Coast Guard Auxi.liary, 

The Environmental Science Serv ices  Administration, i n  

1, 
7 S t a t e  Boating Administration, U.S, Power Squadrons, and < o t h e r  boat ing s a f e t y  groups use  the information developed, 

a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  meetings i n  Michigan, f o r  implementing 

a weather and sea advisory system i n  o ther  appropr ia te  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  boa t ing  a reas  throughout the  United S ta t e s .  
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BY THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD: 

Adopted this!& day of f i ' P k - l ! ~ , l /  , 1.968: 
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pspph, . O'Cdnnell,' Jr. ,  Chairman 
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Oscar M. Laurel ,  Member 
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