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On October 1T, 1967, a Northwest Airlines B-T27, FWGGUS, No. 3

enginey—Pravb—&-Wtitney JEED- shortly after tolwmoff from Milvaukes, —
Hisconein, déxperlenced o power loge accompanied by @ sudden drop in

o1l gumntity and inerease in oll pressure. The flight returned to

Milwaukee twelve minutes after tekeoff without Incident or injury

Lo personnel.

Subseguent sxamination of the engine disclosed that an lnternal
fire of major proportions hoad existed durdng flight. An snalysis of
the factors contributing to the inltlation of the Tire disclosed a
Pailure to the No. b bearing oil breather assembly, P/ 528628, re-
sulting in igniticn of No. b bearing oil a2nd ofl vapors by high
pressure 13th stage alr.

A Pratt & Whitney turbojet Service Bulletin, No. 1158, providing
for incorporation of an ilmproved oil breather assembly had not been
incorporated in the subject angine. Incorporavion of the bulletin,
although recommended by the manufacturer is not mandatory.

We are aware that excessive wear to the No. 4 bearing oil
braather tubes has been o serviee problem to the operstors for some -
time; however, the subject failure 1z the only one that we ore
eware of which has resulted in an extensgive fire.

‘ In reviewing the report of this incident 1t was also noted that
no Pire vwarhning was obboined by the erew while the filrz was progress-
ing. This 1s understundeble inasmuch as the fire was contained with-
in the fsn duct. Only by the severance of the burner pressure Scense
line and resultont loss of power wes the flight crew alerted to the
existence of an engine discreponcy. Had this power loss not occurved,
1t 18 concelveble thet the fire could have propressed to more serious
proportions prior to its detection by the Ilight crew.



Honorable William P. McKee (2)

The following recommendaticons are foirverded for your consideration
in order to praoelude cceurrences of o similer neturve.

1. PThat ecomplionee with Prztt & Whitney twbojebt Service Bulletin
Wo. 1158 be made mandstory at the earliest dete proctiezl) on JIED
engineg not so modified at manufacbure.

2. That the adeouney of the powerploant fire woining system be
reevalurted rolative to the problems associated wllh fan duct
Tires.

Thia matter has been dlscussed wilth personnel of your Tastern
Region, Engineering steff. Please do not hesitoate Lo contact us il
further information is desired in this mabier.

Slmrerely yours;
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Jogeph J. 0'Conna=ll, Jr.
Chadrman



