
Forwarded to: \ 

Superintendent 
N e w  Je rsey  S t a t e  Pol ice  

In i t s  cont inuing inves t iga t ion  of t h e  mult i -vehicle  c o l l i s i o n s  
cn the New Jersey Turnpike, between Gate 15 and U. S. Route 46, on 
October 23 and 24, 1973. t h e  Nat ional  Transportat ion Sa fe ty  Board has  
becore aware of a major s a f e t y  improvemnt being i n s t a l l e d  on the 
Turnpike--an automatic t r a f f i c  con t ro l  and su rve i l l ance  system. 

A s  the  system has  been explained t o  us ,  it w i l l  provide a sophis- 
t i c a t e d  means through which t r a f f i c  congestion can be r ap id ly  de tec ted  
and repor ted  on the e a s t e r l y  and wes ter ly  roadways and a t  interchanges 
no r th  of Interchange 9 (except fo r  Interchanges l4A, 14B, and 14C on 
the Newark Bay-Hudson County Extension) .  Total  coverage is 36 miles. 
The system can d e t e c t  congestion i n  3 minutes--sooner than it would be 
de tec ted  by more f requent  p o l i c e  p a t r o l s .  

The Safe ty  Board recognizes that such a system can be e f f e c t i v e  
i n  the prevent ion of la rge-sca le  acc idents ,  such a s  those which occurred 
on October 23 and 24 ,  1973. However, u n t i l  such system i s  f u l l y  opera- 
t i o n a l ,  add i t iona l  po l i ce  p a t r o l s  should be used, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the 
winter  months when the incidence of fog  i s  g rea t e s t .  

The National Transportat ion Safe ty  Board the re fo re ,  reiterates its 
recommendation of Apr i l  16,  1971, t h a t :  

The N e w  Je rsey  S t a t e  Po l i ce  take s t e p s  t o  provide 
more f requent  p a t r o l s  on a f f ec t ed  Turnpike sec t ions  
when fog  or o t h e r  weather condi t ions are f o r e c a s t  
t o  reduce v i s i b i l i t y ,  so t h a t  earl iest  p r a c t i c a l  
warning may be ava i l ab le  when condi t ions warrant  
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necessary, during periods of po ten t ia l ly  
weather o r  v i s i b i l i t y  conditions. 

REED, Chairman, McADPJIS, THAYER, B U R a S S ,  and IiALEY 
i n  the 

l i m i t  s igns.  
take p r io r i ty  over routine police matters, i f  

Increasing pa t ro l  frequency shou 

above recommendation. 
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