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On August 1, 1974, a t u g  boa t  pushing four  barges (two abreast) 
s t ruck  t h e  east span of t h e  Lake Pontchartrain Causeway i n  New Orleans, 
Louisiana,   and 252 feet of the  br idge col lapsed i n t o  the water:: Two 
motor veh ic l e s  plunged i n t o  t h e  lake through the  void  c rea ted  by the 
col lapsed deck, and t h r e e  persons were k i l l e d .  

The National Transportat ion Safe ty  Board is aware of  a 1967 reso lu-  
t i o n  of the  Senate of t h e  Legis la ture  of Louisiana,  which authorized and 
d i r e c t e d  t h e  Louisiana Wild l i fe  and F i she r i e s  Commission t o  require a l l  
barges ,  t u g  boa t s ,  and dredges operat ing on Lake Pontchar t ra in  ?xi comply 
with c e r t a i n  s a f e t y  s tandards  and condi t ions.  
t h a t  a second man be on watch a t  a l l  tims aboard tugs  and tows opera t ing  
in the lake.  

The r e so lu t ion  r equ i r e s  

The r e so lu t ion ,  however, d i d  n o t  provide the  Commission with author- 
i t y  and manpower t o  enforce those s tandards and condi t ions promulgated by 
the  Commission i n  response t o  t h e  r e so lu t ion .  
t h a t ,  as a r e s u l t ,  few, if any, s a f e t y  inspec t ions  are conducted t o  assure 
compliance with the  r u l e s  by opera tors  of ves se l s  naviga t ing  Lake  
Pontchar t ra in .  
c o l l i s i o n s  and t h e i r  r e s u l t a n t  loss of l i f e .  

The Safe ty  Board has learned 

Such compliance i s  imperative t o  guard a g a i n s t  f u r t h e r  

The motoring pub l i c  should be pro tec ted  a g a i n s t  the hazards c rea t ed  
when e r r a n t  marine ves se l s  c o l l i d e  w i t h  t h e  br idge and measures should be 
taken t o  prevent  such acc idents .  

Therefore,  t h e  Nat ional  Transportat ion Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t  
the Louisiana Wild l i fe  and F i she r i e s  Comission: 



Maintain a safety inspection program which w i l l  
insure compliance w i t h  i t s  " M i n i m a l  Safety Rule 
Applicable to Tugs and TOWS Operating i n  Lake 
Pontchartrain," as  adopted on July 20, 1968. 
(Recommendation H-74-43 ) 

REED, Chairman, McADAMS, TFIAYER, BURGESS, and HALEY, M e  
i n  the above recommendation, 

by: (/John H .- Reed 
Chairman 

(The Safety Board has a l so  made recomndat ions  t o  the Greater New 
Expressway Commission t o  improve safety on the Causeway.) 

THIS WCUMENT WILL BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC ON THE DATE SHOWN 
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