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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT ION (S) 

A-74-98 -- I Administrator 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Washington, D. C. 20591 

Because of a number of in-f l ight  f ires i n  lavator ies  of  j e t  
a i r c ra f t ,  on September 5., l973,, the National Transportation Safety 
Board submitted four  recommendations t o  the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

In  i t s  l e t t e r  of May 2 ,  1974, the FAA advised the Safety Board 
t h a t  several  comprehensive programs were being i n i t i a t e d  a s  a r e su l t  
of the recommendations. The Safety Board commends t h e  FAA for  the 
i n i t i a t i o n  of these programs. 

However, recently two f i r e s  occurred i n  lavatory waste containers; 
one i n  a Boeing 747, reported i n  MRR 07294019 on July 17, 1974, and 
the other i n  a Boeing 727 reported i n  MRR 08234006 on August 9,, 1974. 
In both cases, the f i r e s  were contained, and the a i r c r a f t  were landed 
safely. 

The Board has been informed t h a t  small, self-contained fire 
extinguishers can be ins ta l led  in small compartments such a s  lavatory 
waste containers. B e s e  extinguishers are charged with a nontoxic 
agent and discharged automatically when the compartment temperature 
r i s e s  t o  a hazardous level .  The cost  of one extinguisher is below 
$50, and ins ta l la t ion  i s  simpie. 

I n  view of the added protection from potent ia l ly  dangerous 
in-f l ight  fires which can be provided by these extinguishers, the 
Nationai Transportation Safety Board recommends tha t  the Federal 
Aviation Administration: 

Require tha t  automatic-discharge f i r e  extinguishers be 
ins ta l led  i n  lavatory waste paper containers on a l l  
transport a i r c r a f t .  
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Our staff is available for further consultation in t 

REED, Chairman, M c W ,  THAm, BURGESS, and HALEY 
concurred in the above recommendation. 
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