
ATION SAFETY 

ISSUED: J u l y  10, 1974 

SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON ( S )  

A-74-55 

8, 1973, Piehoiat A i r  Lines Fl ight  20, a B-737, 
nsboro-High Point-iJi nston 

orth Carolina. The f l i g h t  
) t o  run%)ay 14. The acci- 
inshower, and r e s t r i c t ed  

red recently.  On 
7, 1973, a Delta A i r  Lines DC-9-32 was involved i n  an 
t Chattanooga, Tennessee, and on Ikcember 17, 1973, a n  

n t  a t  Logan Internat ional  
oston, Massachusetts. 
ches during meteorological conditions t h a t  included 

Both a i r c r a f t  were making pre- 

investigations of these 
-to-landing phase of 
1 approach guidance. 

d i n  each case by an 
slope indicator (VASI) 
hes. Therefore, the 

a l i ze s  that a VASE i s  
e l y  only on v isua l  cues during the f i n a l  c r i t i c a l  

i red:  however, t h e  Board believes that the in s t a l l a t ion  
L i n  conjunction with a full ILS should not be considered 

n t s  jndicate t h a t  
v e r t i c a l  guidance is  needed t o  complemeilt t he  electronic 
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Honorable Alexander P. But terf ie ld  ( 2 )  

The ins ta l la t ion  of a VASI 
l o t  re:>lacc tlic gl ide s lope  as 
nor would it change the i n h i t  
below decision height ( D i l ) .  A 
the  safet.v factor  by allowlng 
portion of the ap!n-oacli and s t  
path, s tiice durini: periods O F  
able  from the approach l i gh t s  and t h e  approach en 
be i nadequate. 

I n  repl ies  t o  previous NTSB recomeu 
and p o u 1 d  warning systems, t 
s t a t ing :  "The VASI would pro 
ra tes  f o r  the v i sua l  segments 
a greater  degree or  a l t i t u d e  

??le captain of the Delta E'-9 s t a t ed  t h a t  Le 
approach vas normal u n t i l  jus 
suddci ly f la t tened.  
causei? by the heavy r 
a VASI availabie,  t h e  cap% 
vas descending below glidepath. 

Several major airports 
ixcc is i o:i approaches where 
Logan Internat ional  Ai rpor t  
a r e  only two of these 
approaches of t h i s  type, more pos i t jve  v e r t i c a l  guidanc 
avai lable  from DJI t o  Landjn 
vhen the approach becomes v 
The p i l o t  who knows t h a t  the g l ide  slope will excee 
below DI-I should integrate t h e  VASI in to  his normal 
2nd use the VAST t o  monitor 

The Safety Board iJelieves t h e  VASI can b 
?;o a i y  ILS zpproach, even u 
therefore recornfiends that tne Federal P.v' 

Cont i  iiue t o  
but wit!? the first p r j o r i t y  hei,?g assigne 
rimways where the g l ide  s lope  i s  unusable 
DlI atla t o  those r 
aj r c r n f t  . 



Honorable Alexander P. Butterfield (3) 

REED, Chairman, McAIXMS, 
in the above recommendation. 

T H I S  RECOWNDQTIOFJ WILL BE RELEXSED TO THE PUBLIC ON THE ISSUE 
DATE S H O W  ABOVE. 
DOCUMENT SHOULD BE MADE PRIOR TO TIIAT DATE. 

NO RJBLIC MSSEI"A'I?ON OF TIE COIJTEPITS OF THIS 


