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The National Transportation Safety Board uses certa.in s t a t i s t i c a l  
information col lected by the Civil  Aeronautics Board 7 & ~ m  it evaluates 
and reviews a i r c r a f t  accident data and i n  i t s  special  safety studies.  The 
ava i l ab i l i t y  of exposure data t h a t  can be applied t o  safety var ies  great ly  
between cer t i f ica ted  route a i r  ca r r ie rs ,  supplemental a i r  car r ie rs ,  and 
air t a x i  operators. 
September 1972, the Safety Board recommended t h a t  CAB require: (1) That 
commuter a i r  car r ie rs  report  hours flown, miles flown, and departures i n  
scheduled revenue operations; and (2) t h a t  all air t a x i  operators report  
the number of passengers carried,  the hours flown and miles flown, a.nd the 
number of departures i n  revenue operations. 

Thus, as a r e s u l t  of our air t a x i  safety study i n  

I n  the subsequent Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) r e l a t ing  to 
these data, the CAB expanded upon OUT recommendations and proposed thak 
quarter:ly reports  of commuters' scheduled operations include revenue 
passenger-miles, revenue seat-miles available,  revenue ton-miles, and 
revenue ton-miles available.  The Safety Board understands t h a t  the comments 
on the NPRM are  being evaluated, and i t s  views have been submitted i n  a 
l e t t e r ,  dated December 11, 197.3, from General Manager, Richard L. Spears, 
t o  Arthur H, Simms, Associate General Counsel. 
CAB'S support and consideration of i t s  recommendations. 

The Safety Board appreciates 

Recently, some of the Safety Board's staff have reviewed the avai l -  
a b i l i t y  of sa.fety-related data for  U. SI) ce r t i f i ca t ed  route a.nd supplemental 
a i r  ca r r i e r s ,  I n  the case of the ce r t i f i ca t ed  route a i r  car r ie rs ,  OLE s t a f f  
found t h a t  hours flown and miles flown are reported f o r  both revenue and 
nonrevenue operations, but t h a t  departures are  reported 0n.w for  revenue 
operations. I n  view of t he  important re la t ionship between a i r  ca.rrier 
accidents and takeoffs and landings, a.s measured by number of departures, 
departure data for  both revenue and nonrevenue operations are  an  important 
asset  f o r  safety s t a t i s t i c a l  analyses. 
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I n  addition, accident rates based only on 
t o  misrepresent the actual  c i  
number of t ra in ing  or ferry ac 
nonrevenue operations are not r e  
r e s t r i c t e d  necessarily t o  the  use of reve 
base. Thus, interpretat ion consequently suffers  
ra ther  than from a fac tua l  deficiency i n  the ami 

I n  the case of supplemental air car r ie rs ,  our 
while hours flown are  reported for  both revenue an 
miles flown are  reported for  revenue ser  
a i r  car r ie rs  are essent ia l ly  comparable t o  the ce r t i f i ca t ed  ro 
car r ie rs ,  t he i r  a c t i v i t i e s  should be me 
data. Thus, for  purposes of conpariso 
miles flown i n  nonrevenue service i s  t 
assuming t h a t  departure data which are  
a s  accurate and complete a s  other in f  

With regard t o  specif ic  t m e s  of 
passenger service or  cargo service, o 
data were collected on a summary basis  i n  the revenue categor 
were L i t t l e  or  no data t h a t  applied 
the Safety Board believes t h a t  
ce r t i f i ca t ed  route air car r ie rs  
hours flown, miles flown, departures 
passenger-miles flown, f re ight  ton- 
available.  Ident ical  exposve 
a means of reviewing the  accident s 
supplemental air car r ie rs ,  and (2) as a means of compar 

the C i v i l  Aeronautics Board: 
Therefore, the  National Transp 

Require t h e  periodic rep 
s t a t i s t i c a l  data as f o l l  

(a) For ce r t i f i ca t ed  r o  
operations i n  t 
and miles flown, 
revenue and nonreve 
supplemental a i r  car r ie rs  which i s  pres 
f o r  ICAO i s  equiva 
information report  



Honorable Robert D. Timm - 3 -  

(b) For use i n  connection with supplemental passenger 
and cargo operations -- hours flown, miles flown, 
departures, f re ight  ton-miles flown, and f re ight  
ton-miles avai.lable should be individually reported 
for  both services; seat-miles available and 
passenger-mi.les flown should be reported fo r  passenger 
service operations only. 

Personnel fYom our Bureau of Aviation Safety w i l l  be available if 
information or assistance i s  required. 

REED, Chairman, McADAMS, THAYER, BURGESS, and HALFY, Members, 
concurred i n  the above recommendations. 

John He- Reed 
Chairman 

TKCS RECOMMXNDUION WILL BE RELEASED TO TKE E'UBLIC ON THE ISSUE 
RATE SHOWN ABOVE. NO RJBLIC DISSWUION OF THE CONTENTS OF THIS 
DOCUMENT SHOULD BE MADE PRIOR TO THAT DATE. 
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