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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON (SI 

A- 74- 42 

For safety s ta t i s t ica .1  purposes, t he  National Transportation Safety 
Board uses Part  I 3  of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958, "nir Carrier 
Economic Regulation," as  tlie bas i s  for  defining a n  a i r  ca r r i e r .  
quently, commercial operators of large a i r c r a f t  ce r t i f i ca t ed  under 14  Cm 
121, including tlie scheduled i n t r a s t a t e  operators, are  c lass i f ied  i n  the 
general  aviat ion category. However, the current s ize ,  scope, and complexity 
of these operations and t h e i r  increasing s imi la r i ty  t o  the  operations of 
ce r t i f i ca t ed  route and supplemental a i r  ca r r i e r s  have prompted the Board t o  
review current applications of the def ini t ion.  The Safety Board has 
concluded, t ha t  any operator ce r t i f i ca t ed  under 14 CFR 121 i s  essent ia l ly  
an a i r  ca r r i e r  and should be so considered, both operationally and 
s t a t i s t i c a l l y .  Consequently, the Safety Board w i l l  c lass i fy ,  beginning 
January I, 1975, a l l  commercial operators of large a i r c r a f t  ce r t i f i ca t ed  
under 14 CFR 1 2 1  from the  general aviat ion category t o  the a i r  ca r r i e r  
category. The a i r  ca r r i e r  category w i l l  then comprise three operational 
subsets: (1) U. S. c e r t i f i ca t ed  route a i r  car r ie rs ,  (2) U. S, supplementa,l 
air car r ie rs ,  and (3) commercial operators of large a i r c r a f t .  

Conse- 

The gathering of re la ted  s t a t i s t i c s  which are  needed t o  assess the 
a i r  ca r r i e r  category as  a whole and t o  compare the three operationa.1 subsets 
w i l l  require t h a t  a common a c t i v i t y  or exposure data base be used. The 
ce r t i f i ca t ed  route and supplemental a i r  car r ie rs  are required t o  report  
per iodical ly  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  the  C i v i l  Aeronautics Board (CAB), and 
the Sa.fety Board depends upon CAB for  cer ta in  selected s t a t i s t i c s  which 
r e l a t e  t o  the safety of these operations. Despite the close resemblance 
between operations which involve commercial operators of large a i r c r a f t  
(par t icular ly  cer ta in  scheduled i n t r a s t a t e  operators) and those which 
involve ce r t i f i ca t ed  air ca r r i e r s ,  commercia.1 operators of large a . i rcraf t  
are  not required t o  make such reports  e i ther  t o  the Federal government or t o  
a S ta te  government. The Board understands, however, t h a t  a l l  operators 
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ce r t i f i ca t ed  under 14 CFR 121 pr  
i n  monthly reports  t o  the FAA's 
t h i s  information i s  compiled i n  
r e l i a b i l i t y  reports .  The physical proximity and regulatory re la t  
of the FAA's air ca r r i e r  d i s t r i c t  off ices  t o  the  a i r  ca r r i e r s  the 
monitor would place those of f ice  
s t a t i s t i c s  which would be requir 

I n  order t o  make the  a c t i v i  
s t a t i s t i c a l &  comparable t o  those of 
make assessments of a i r  ca r r i e r  safe 
t o  a variety of needs, the National 
t h a t  the Federal Aviation Administration: 

Collect and make available,  on a calendar year basis ,  
the following data from commercial operators: (Safet 
Recommendation A-74-42). 

( a )  For a l l  nonrevenue operations: HOWS flown, 

(b) For passenger and cargo operations: Separ 

miles flown, and departures, 

applicable tabulations of: Hours flown, rm 
flown, departures, f re ight  ton-miles flown, 
f re ight  ton-miles available,  and 

(e) For passenger operations only: Seat-miles 
available and passenger-miles flown. 

The Board believes t h a t  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of t he  above dat 
operators of la rge  a i r c r a f t  ce r t i f i ca t ed  under 14 CFTl 121 
safety s t a t i s t i c a l  purposes i n  Government and i n  industry. 

Personnel from our Bureau of Aviation Safety w i l l  be ma 
available i n  the event t ha t  any furt 
i s  required. 

REED, Chairman, McADAMS, TUAY 
concurred i n  the above recommendations. 

THIS R E C O m A ! C I O N  WILL BE 
DATE SHOWN ABOVE. NO PLJBLIC DIS 
DOCUMENT SHOULD BE MADE PRIOR TO THAT DATE. 


