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On January 31, 1974, Pan American Fl ight  806, a B-707-.32lB(a),, 
crashed near Pago Pago International Airport, American Samoa. The 
National Transportation Safety Board's investigation of the accident 
disclosed a s i tuat ion which warrants a change i n  a Federal Aviation 
Regulation t o  improve the safety of a i r  ca r r i e r  operations. 

For medical reasons, the captain of Flight 806 had not been on 
f lying s ta tus  from September 5, 1973, u n t i l  January 15, 1974. 
had recuperated, he accomplished the prescribed Pan American A-Phase 
recurrent t ra in ing  (simulator and ground school). 
i n  the B-707 by making three takeoffs and three landings as required by 
14 CFR 124.439. 
s ta tus  for up t o  6 months and, if h i s  l i n e  check and proficiency checks 
are s t i l l  current, he can be returned t o  f lying duty by accomplishing 
only the required takeoffs and landings. 

After he 

Finally,  he requalified 

The Safety Board notes tha t  a p i l o t  can be off f lying 

Part  l2l.4.39 does not require a p i lo t  returning t o  f ly ing  duty t o  
perform ,the takeoffs and landings w i t h  a check airman, even though a 
single requalifying f l i g h t  may represent the only t ra ining a p i l o t  
receives before going back t o  f ly ing  duty. 
p i l o t  maintains qual i f icat ion on two a i r c r a f t  and must accomplish the 
required takeoffs and landings t o  remain qualified o r  become requalified. 
The Safety Board believes tha t  when a p i lo t  accomplishes the recent 
experience requirements of 1 4  CFR 12l.439, a check airman should be required 
t o  observe him and t o  ce r t i fy  tha t  he i s  qualified and proficient t o  re turn t o  
f lying duty. 
maneuvers he believes necessary t o  c e r t i f y  proficiency. 

The same may be t rue  when a 

The check airman should require the performance of any 




