
AL TRANSPO 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED: kcember  4, 1974 

Forwarded to: 

Honorable Alexander P .  B u t t e r f i e l d  
Administrator 
Federal  Avia t ion  Administration 
Washington, D. C. 20591 A-74-102 t h r u  103 

SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N  (SI 

On January 16, 1974, a Trans World Airlines,  Inc. ,  B-707 
was involved i n  an acc ident  a t  Los Angeles, Ca l i fo rn ia .  The 
National Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board's i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  
acc ident  d i sc losed  an unsafe  condi t ion  which should be cor rec ted .  

During t h e  c rash  sequence, t h e  nosewheel col lapsed,  and t h e  
p i l o t  compartment door jammed when t h e  f l o o r  beneath t h e  door 
became deformed. The crewmembers were unable  t o  use  t h e  door t o  
t h e  cabin,  so they ex i t ed  through t h e  s l i d i n g  windows i n  t h e  cock- 
p i t .  Af te r  t h e  acc ident ,  t h e  f l i g h t  engineer  s t a t e d ,  "I t r i e d  t o  
k i ck  t h e  door open, and a l s o  put  my shoulder  t o  t h e  door ... breath-  
i ng  was g e t t i n g  pa infu l .  The f i r s t  o f f i c e r  went out  h i s  window, 
and I followed him." Under s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  circumstances,  f o r  
example, had t h e  f i r e  and smoke spread more r ap id ly ,  one o r  more 
of t h e  cockpi t  crewmembers could have been k i l l e d .  

The support ing s t r u c t u r e  beneath t h e  f l o o r  under t h e  p i l o t  
compartment door was d i s t o r t e d  upward when t h e  nosewheel folded 
a f t  and up. F a i l u r e  of t h e  nosewheel i s  not  uncommon during 
c ra sh  landings o r  when an a i r c r a f t  l eaves  a hard sur face .  The 
Safe ty  Board i s  aware of four  s i m i l a r  a i r  c a r r i e r  acc idents  i n  
which t h e  p i l o t  compartment door jammed because t h e  f l o o r  became 
deformed. However, none of t h e  crewmembers were k i l l e d  o r  ser- 
ious ly  in ju red  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  jammed doors because they were 
a b l e  t o  e x i t  through t h e  cockpi t  windows. 

Although t h e  Federal  Aviat ion Regulations r e q u i r e  t h a t  
cockpi t  crewmembers have a l t e r n a t e  emergency e x i t s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
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t h e  cockpi t ,  t h e  Sa fe ty  Board is  concerned t h a t  p i l o t  compa 
doors may become jammed i n  an acc iden t  s i n c e  the cockpi t  creme 
have e s s e n t i a l  d u t i e s  to perform i n  t h e  cabin  dur ing  e 
ua t ions .  I f  t h e  cockpi t  crewmembers a r e  unable  to e n t  
t h e  s a f e t y  of t h e  passengers could be jeopardized.  Th 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  every e f f o r t  should be made to prevent  a 
compartment door from blocking access t o  the cabin.  

In view of the above, the  National Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Bo 
recommends t h a t  t h e  Federal  Aviat ion Administration: 

1. Amend 14 CFR 25.772 t o  r e q u i r e  that p i 1  
doors be designed to provide a means f o r  t h e  
crew t o  egress  through t h e  doorway t 
i f  t h e  door becomes jammed. 

Amend 14 CFR 121.313 t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t ,  af ter  a 
reasonable  da t e ,  a means be  provided f o r  t h e  

2. 

. .  pit crew to exit through t h e  pilot compartmen 
door to t h e  cabin  even if t h e  door becomes jamme 

REED, Chairman, McADAMS, THAYER, BURGESS, and HALEY, Members, 
'n t h e  above recommendations. ^^I^. 2 

By: 
74162 Chairman 


