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MI.. John L. Baker MY. Kenneth Woolnough 
P r e s i d e n t  S a f e t y  O f f i c e r  
A i l w a f t  Owners and P i  l o t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  He1 i c o p t e v  A s s o c i a t i o n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
421 A v i a t i o n  Way 1110 Vermont Avenue, N.W., S u i t e  430 
F r e d e r i c k ,  M a i y l a n d  21701 Washington, D.C. 20005 

MI.. D a i * r e l l  T i l l e s k j o r  MI,. Jack J. Eggspuehlet 
P i -es i  den t  Pves iden t  
P i l o t s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I nc .  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  F l i q h t  I n s t .  - 
4000 01 son Memori a1 Highway 24 N o r t h  H i g h  S t v e e t  
M inneapo l i s ,  M inneso ta  55422 Dubl,in, Oh io  43017 
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About 1117:38 P a c . i f i c  d a y l i g h t  t ime,  on August 24, 1984, Wings West 
A i r l . i n e s ,  F l i g h t  628, a Beech C-99 (N639911) and Aes the tec  Inc .  Rockwel l  
Commandel. 112TC, N112SM, c a l l  i d e d  i n  m i d a i r  near' San Lw is  Obispo, C a l i f o m i a .  
The weather a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  c o l l i s i o n  was c leav .  F l i g h t  628 had j u s t  
depar ted  San L u i s  Obispo County A i r p o r t  en r o u t e  t o  San F i *anc i sco  
I n t e i n a t i o n a l  A i v p o r t ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and was c l i m b , i n g  on a westbound heading. 
The Rockwel l  Commander had depar ted  Paso Robles, C a l i f o i w i a ,  on a t r * a i n . i n g  
f l i g h t  and was descend ing  t0war.d t h e  San L u i s  Obispo County A. i rpoi . t  on an 
eastbound t r a c k .  The a i r p l a n e s  c o l l i d e d  head-on a t  an a l t i t u d e  o f  about 3,400 
f e e t .  The wveckage of b o t h  a i i .p lanes  f e l l  i n t o  an open f i e l d  about 8 nmi west 
no r thwes t  o f  t h e  San L u i s  Obispo C0unt.y A i r p o r t .  A l l  17 pet'sons, i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  2 p i l o t s  and 13  passengers onboard F l i g h t  628 and t h e  2 p i l o t s  onboavd t h e  
Rockwel l ,  were k i l l e d .  _. 1/ 

The S a f e t y  B o w d ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t s  o f  b o t h  
a i r -p lanes  f a . i l e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  recommended communicat ions and t r a f f i c  a d v i s o r y  
p ix ic t . i ces  f o r  u n c o n t r o l l e d  a i r s p a i t s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  A'it-man's I n f o r m a t i o n  
Manual (AIM), The Rockwel l  Commander, w i t h  a c e t t . i f i e d  f l i g h t  i n s t r u c t a r  
g i v i n g  an a i r c r a f t  checkout t o  ano the r  t,ated p i l o t ,  was p roceed ing  inbound t o  
San L u i s  Ob.ispo County A.irpo1.t on t h e  l o c a l i z e t .  coui'se t o  runway 11. It i s  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  a c c i d e n t  m i g h t  have been avo ided i f  t h e  f l i g h t c r e w  o f  t h e  
Rockwel l  Commandev had in fo rmed  t h e  Los Angeles A i r -  Route  T v a f f i c  C o n t r o l  
Center  (ARTCC) o f  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n s ,  as recommended i n  t h e  A IM.  Under t h e s e  
ci i -cumstances, t h e  c o n t r o l l e i s  n o t  o n l y  would have known o f  t h e  presence o f  t h e  
Wings West a i i w a f t ,  he a l s o  would have known t h a t  t h e  Rockwel l  Commander's 
crew i n t e n d e d  t o  f l y  toward  t h e  a i r p o r t  and descend on t h e  l o c a l i z e t .  course. 

1/ FOI- moi'e d e t a i l e d  i n f o m a t i o n ,  r e a d  A . i v c r a f t  A c c i d e n t  Repor t  -- " M i d a i l "  - 
C o l l i s i o n  o f  Wings West A i r l i n e s  Beech C-99 (N6399U) and Aes the tec  Inc., 
Rockwel l  Commander 112TC, N112SM, near San L u i s  Obispo, C a l i f o t x i a ,  August 24, 
1984" (NTSB/AAR-85/07). 
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As a consequence, t h e  cont ro l  lev  m i g h t  have issued an a i t w a f t  s a f e t y  advisory 
d u r i n g  his f i v s t  communication w i t h  F l igh t  628 and suggested an a l t e r n a t i v e  
cout'se of ac t ion  fov t h e  f l ightcvew t o  a l te t .  i t s  cout'se well t o  one s i d e  of  
t h e  local ize , , .  

Fur ther ,  t h e  A I M  recommends t h a t  a i  r w a f t  depar t ing  uncontrol led  a i rpov t s  
monitoi. t h e  UNICOM frequency u n t i l  IO miles  from t h e  a i r p o r t .  The 
inves t iga t ion  d isc losed  t h a t  F l i g h t  628 discont inued monitoring t h e  San Luis 
Obispo UNICOM frequency when i t  was only 5 miles  from the a i r p o r t .  As a 
result, f l i g h t  628 most l i k e l y  d i d  not hear- t h e  communication, "Inbound 
appvoaching Dobra," which was t ransmi t ted  by t h e  Rockwell Commander. Had the 
f l ightcvew of F l i g h t  628 been monitoring the  UNICOM, they  should have become 
awat'e of t v a f f i c  ahead of them proceeding i n  t h e  oppos i te  d i r e c t i o n  toward the 
ait.po1.t. Although t h e  time a v a i l a b l e  was limited, both f l i gh tc rews  then m i g h t  
have made t h e i r  respec t ive  pos i t i ons  and in t en t ions  known t o  each other. i n  
t ime f o r  one 01' both t o  t ake  appropr ia te  c o r r e c t i v e  ac t ion .  Although i t  i s  
not poss ib le  t o  determine whethet p i l o t  communication on t h e  UNICOM fvequency 
would have alevted each f l i g h t r e w  of t h e  o t h e r  a i r*ct*af t  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  time t o  
avoid the  acc ident ,  t h e  Safe ty  Board be l ieves  t h a t  t h e  vecommended p r a c t i c e  
se rves  a valuable  s a f e t y  purpose and t h a t  i t  should be emphasized by the 
Aircisaf t  0wnei.s and Pidots  Associat ion,  t h e  P i l o t s  In t e rna t iona l  Associat ion,  
Inc. ,  the  Hel icopter  Associat ion In t e rna t iona l  and the National Associat ion o f  
F1 i g h t  Insttwctot*s.  

Ther*efotse, the National Ti  anspot ta t ion  Safety Board recommends t h a t  the 
Aircisaf t  Ownet s and P i l o t s  Associat ion,  t h e  P i l o t s  In t e rna t iona l  Associat ion,  
Inc., t h e  Helicoptet-  Associat ion I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  and t h e  National Associat ion 
of F l igh t  Inst tnuctotss :  

Uisseminate t h e  f a c t s ,  condi t ions ,  arid circumstances of t h e  midair, 
c o l l i s i o n  a t  the San Luis Obispo County Airpovt t o  members of your 
organiza t ion ,  u r g i n g  them t o  adheve t o  the  recommended t r a f f i c  advisory 
pisactices and t h e  procedures fov t h e  conduct of a p r a c t i c e  i n s t w n e n t  
appvoach a t  uncontrol led a i v p o t t s  i n  t h e  Aitman's Infotmation Manual. 
(Class  11, Pi-ior4t.y Action) (A-85-68) 

The National Ti-ansportation Sa fe ty  Board i s  an independent Fedeval agency 
w i t h  the  s t a tu tovy  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  "...to promote tr*ansporstation s a f e t y  by 
conducting independent acc ident  i nves t iga t ions  and by fo tmula t ing  s a f e t y  
improvement t*ecommendations" (Pub l i c  Law 93-633).  The Sa fe ty  Board i s  v i t a l l y  
in teves ted  in  any ac t ion  taken as  a r e s u l t  of  i t s  s a f e t y  1-ecommendations. 
Thet-efove, i t  would a p p t w i a t e  a response fvom you vegavding ac t ion  taken o r  
contemplated w i t h  r e spec t  t o  t h e  vecommendation i n  t h i s  l e t t e r .  

BURNETT, Chaitman, GOLDMAN, Vice Chai tman, and BURSLEY, Member, concurred 
i n  this recommendation. 


