
NATIONAL TRANSPORT ON SAFETY BOARD 
Sta tus  of Board Saf, ~y Recommendations 

S o U R C E  AND NATURE OF RECOMMENDATION 

3/4/68 
Notation 46 wi th  Loss of Life ,  Lake Huron 
BSTS-67-M-1 29 Nov. 1966 

TO: U. S. Coast Guard 

SS DANIEL J. MORRELL Sinking 

'The Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board has  
reviewed the  proposed r egu la t ions  published i n  CGFR 
67-81, and approves of t h i s  e a r l y  a c t i o n  taken on 
the  recommendations of the  Marine Board of Inves t i -  
ga t ion  concerning t h e  l o s s  of the  SS DANIEL J. 
MORRELL. I n  reviewing t h i s  r epor t  i n  conjunct ion 
wi th  t h e  proposed r u l e s ,  t h e  NTSB recommends t h a t  
consid_eration b e  given a t  the  December 4 publ ic  
hear ing td r e q u i r e  emergency l i g h t i n g  f o r  the  
forward accommodation and l i f e r a f t  embarkation 
a reas .  In event  of a f r a c t u r e  of the  h u l l ,  and 
severing of t h e  main e l e c t r i c a l  supply l i n e ,  i t  i s  
considered t h a t  emergency l i g h t i n g  i s  
s a f e  abandonment of t h e  s h i p  by t h e  crew i n  t h e  
forward s e c t i o n  of t h e  vessel. The emergency power 
supply f o r  the  radiotelephone could be  used f o r  t h e  
emergency l i g h t i n g  requirement. Moreover, it seems 
more p r a c t i c a l  t o  provide t h i s  l i g h t i n g  a t  t h e  rime 
of i n s t a l l i n g  the  emergency r a d i o  power. 

The Board i s  i n  the process  of reviewing the  
MORRELL Marine Board, and w i l l  adv i se  you of i t s  
a c t i o n  i n  the  near fu tu re .  I n  view of the  s h o r t  
time a v a i l a b l e  before  the  publ ic  hear ing ,  this 
recommendation i s  being made separa te ly .  

. I  ... :- NTSB Form 6100.2 (Rev 3/70) 

CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY OF STATUS O F  ACTION ON RECOMMENDATION 

-?~f21/68 Coast Guard advised t h a t  t h e  recommendation i s  under - 
study. 

4/1/69 Coast Guard advised t h a t  ves se l s  contracted f o r  on o r  
a f t e r  11/19/52 a r e  required t o  have an emergency l i g h t -  
ing  system which inc ludes  i l l umina t ion  f o r  l i f e b o a t  
and l i f e r a f t  embarkation areas .  However, t h e  system 
i s  not  engineered t o  surv ive  ves se l  rup tu re  as i n  the  
case  of t h e  DANIEL J. MORRELL. Vessels cont rac ted  for  
p r i o r  t o  11/19/52 are exempt from the provis ions  of 
requi r ing  emergency l i g h t i n g  systems. To r e q u i r e  such 
emergency l i g h t i n g  on these  o lde r  vessels a t  t h i s  time 
i s  not  considered warranted. 
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