
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED: August 2 8 ,  1978 

Honorable Mil ton J. Shapp 
Governor of Pennsylvania  
255 Main C a p i t o l  
Harr i sburg ,  Pennsylvania  17120 

J 
[ SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N  (s) 
I 

About 8 : 0 3  a . m . ,  on February LO, 1978, a t r o l l e y  c a r  and a bus 
owned by t h e  P o r t  Author i ty  of Allegheny County c o l l i d e d  i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  
Pennsylvania ,  when the t r o l l e y  car suddenly turned i n t o  t h e  p a t h  of t h e  
oncoming bus. Four persons  were k i l l e d ,  37 persons were in ju red ,  and 
damage was es t ima ted  t o  b e  $48,000. 

The r e p o r t  of t h e  a c c i d e n t  was rece ived  by the Allegheny County 
S h e r i f f ' s  Department a lmost  i m e d i a t e l y  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a r r i v e d  a t  
t h e  s i te  about  8:lO a . m .  The P i t t s b u r g h  P o l i c e  and F i r e  Department 
rece ived  t h e  r e p o r t  about  8:O9 a.m.  and a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  scene  s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r .  About 36 p o l i c e  and f i r e  department v e h i c l e s  were s e n t  t o  
t h e  acc iden t  scene.  The h o s p i t a l s  were a l e r t e d  t o  receive t h e  i n j u r e d  
persons and they  responded by implementing their  emergency disaster 
p l ans .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  acc iden t  d i sc losed  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  of 
P i t t s b u r g h  appa ren t ly  had no emergency d i s a s t e r  procedure plan.  
was confusion a t  t h e  scene as a r e s u l t  of the movement of v e h i c l e s  i n t o  
and o u t  of t h e  area where t h e  i n j u r e d  persons were being t r e a t e d  and 
placed i n  emergency v e h i c l e s  t o  be  t r anspor t ed  t o  a h o s p i t a l .  ?lo one 
assumed command and e s t a b l i s h e d  a c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  o r  command pos t  a t  
t h e  acc iden t  s i te ,  a l though t h e  F i r e  Chief of t h e  Fourth District d i d  
assume some c o n t r o l  of act ivi t ies .  

There 

Emergency p lanning  should inc lude  a d e t a i l e d  o n s i t e  d i s a s t e r  
emergency p l a n  w i t h  which a l l  personnel  are f a m i l i a r .  
persons who are t o  be  i n  command of t h e  ope ra t ions  should be named. 
Much va luab le  t i m e  can b e  saved wi th  such a procedure.  

The person o r  

- 11 For more d e t a i l e d  informat ion  on t h i s  acc iden t ,  read  "Railroad 
Accident Report--Collision of P o r t  Author i ty  of Allegheny County 
Tro l l ey  Car 3 0 .  1790 and Bus No. 2413, P i t t s b u r g h ,  Pennsylvania ,  
February 10 ,  1978," (NTSB-RAR-78-5), 

2339A 



A s  a result of this inyestigation, the National Transportation 
Safety Board recommends that the Governor of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania : 

Encourage and assist municipalities that have emergency 
response facilities to develop emergency procedures in a 
disaster plan that includes the designation of a controlling, 
onscene officer. (Class IT, Priority Action) (R-78-51) 

XING, Chairman, bIcADAt4S, HOGUE, and DRIVER, Members, concurred in the 
above recommendation. 


