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About 6 : 3 0  p.m. on June 9, 1978, northbound Conrail commuter t r a i n  
No. 400, consisting of 4 self-propelled cars  s t ruck the r ea r  of Amtrak 
t r a i n  No. 60, the Montrealer, consisting of 1 locomotive un i t  and 14 
cars ,  a t  Seabrook, Maryland. Investigation of t h i s  accident revealed 
tha t  the General Railway Signal Company’s cab s ignal  system provided on 
the commuter t r a i n  could have f a l se ly  displayed an “approach” aspect 
when it should have been displaying the most r e s t r i c t i v e  aspect.  The 
f a u l t  apparently e x i s t s  i n  the design of the cab s i g n a l  equipment and 
not i n  the individual car .  

The same General Railway Signal Company’s cab s igna l  equipment is 
being used by other c a r r i e r s  on locomotives and/or ca r s  and should be 
considered a s  being f au l ty .  

Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board recommends tha t  
the Federal Railroad Administration: 

I 

Use i t s  emergency powers t o  require any c a r r i e r  with locomotives 
and/or cars  equipped with the General Railway Signal Company‘s 
cab s igna l  systems to  immediately es tab l i sh  ins t ruc t ions  for  
the sa fe  operation of t r a ins  so equipped u n t i l  t h i s  equipment 
i s  repaired.  (Class I, Urgent Action) (R-78-41) 

KING, Chairman, McADAMS, HOGUE, and DRIVER, Members, concurred i n  
the above recommendation. 
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