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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED: June 28, 1978 

Mr. T .  S .  Carter I 
P r e s i d e n t  \ SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N  ( s )  
Louisiana & Arkansas R a i l w a y  Company . .  
114 West 11th 
Kansas C i ty ,  Missour i  64105 

R-78-25 - 

About 2:15 p.m., December 28, 1977, Louis iana & Arkansas Railway 
f r e i g h t  t r a i n  Ext ra  4102 North c o l l i d e d  with a log-laden t r a c t o r - s e m i t r a i l e r  
a t  t h e  Vine Street  c r o s s i n g  i n  Goldonna, Louis iana .  A "jumbo" t ank  c a r  
loaded wi th  l i q u e f i e d  petroleum gas (LPG) ruptured  and the  gas  i g n i t e d .  
The r e s u l t a n t  f i r e b a l l  enveloped t h e  t r a i n ' s  locomotive u n i t s  and p a r t s  
of Goldonna's bus iness  and r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  Two t r a i n  crewmembers 
were k i l l e d ;  t h e  t r u c k d r i v e r ,  a t r a i n  crewmember, and e i g h t  bys tanders  
were i n j u r e d .  P rope r ty  damage w a s  es t imated  t o  be $1,256,000. &/ 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i sc losed  that  t h e  t r a in  was moving about  50 mph 
when i t  s t r u c k  t h e  t r a c t o r - s e m i t r a i l e r ,  whereas maximum author ized  speed 
w a s  40 mph. It w a s  c a l c u l a t e d  that  had t h e  t r a i n  been moving a t  t h e  
au thor ized  speed,  t h e  c o l l i s i o n  wi th  t h e  t r a c t o r - s e m i t r a i l e r  may n o t  
have occurred.  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a l s o  d i sc losed  t h a t  t h e  LPG tank  car which ruptured  
and two o t h e r  loaded LPG tank  c a r s  were the 4th, 5 th ,  and 6 t h  c a r s  
behind t h e  locomotive u n i t s  a t  t h e  time of t h e  a c c i d e n t .  The c l o s e  
proximity of the ruptured  tank  c a r  to  t h e  locomotive u n i t s  was re spons ib l e  
f o r  t h e  dea th  of t h e  flagman r i d i n g  i n  the t r a i l i n g  locomotive u n i t  and 
caused f u e l  l eak ing  from t h e  ruptured  tank  of t h e  l ead  locomotive u n i t  
t o  b e  i g n i t e d .  The f u e l  o i l  f i r e  caused t h e  dea th  of t h e  engineer  and 
s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  t h e  head brakeman. 

1/ For more d e t a i l e d  informat ion  about  t h i s  acc iden t  r e a d :  "Rai l road/  - 
Highway Accident Report--Collision of a Louis iana & Arkansas F re igh t  
T ra in  and a L .  V.  Rhymes Trac tor -Semi t ra i le r  a t  Goldonna, Louis iana ,  
December 28, 1977."  (NTSB-RHR-78-1.) 
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Federa l  r e g u l a t i o n s  (49 CFR 174.91) r equ i r ed  t h a t  a loaded tank c a r  
p lacarded  o t h e r  than "combustible" cannot be p laced  c l o s e r  than  t h e  6 th  
ca r  from t h e  engine o r  occupied caboose when the t r a i n ' s  l eng th  pe rmi t s .  
L&A General Order No. 2 ,  dated January 1, 1977, embodies t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n .  
A t  t h e  time of t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  Ext ra  4102 North cons i s t ed  of 79 cars, 19 
of which were loaded placarded tank c a r s .  

The conductor of Ext ra  4102 North t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he understood t h e  
meaning of L&A General  Order No. 2 and was aware of t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  
t h r e e  LPG t ank  c a r s .  He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  he took no a c t i o n  t o  a s s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  c a r s  were p laced  proper ly .  

In te rv iews  wi th  members of t h e  t r a inc rew and o t h e r  t r a i n - s e r v i c e  
employees a t  Alexandria ,  where t h e  crew repor t ed  f o r  duty,  i n d i c a t e d  
they had l i t t l e  c o n t a c t  with t h e i r  supe rv i so r s .  
know t h e i r  s u p e r v i s o r ' s  names. 
t h e  two d i v i s i o n  t r a inmas te r s  on t h e  LhA system and only these  men are 
requ i r ed  t o  make p e r i o d i c  f i t n e s s  and e f f i c i e n c y  checlcs. 

A number of men d i d  n o t  
I t  was a l s o  l ea rned  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  only  

Therefore ,  t h e  Nat iona l  T ranspor t a t ion  Sa fe ty  Board recommends that  
t h e  Louis iana & Arkansas Railway Company: 

t h e  
K I N G ,  

above 

Assure t h a t  t ra increws  a r e  p rope r ly  superv ised  and 
comply wi th  speed r e s t r i c t i o n s  and o t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  
(Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (R-78-25) 

Chairman, Mclv)AIYS, KOGUE, and DRIVER, Members, concurred i n  
recommendation. 


