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1 At lan ta ,  Georgia 30303 

A t  1 p.m., e . s . t . ,  on December 1, 1977, a 12-inch, cast- i ron,  high- 
pressure  gas main owned by the At l an ta  Gas Light  Company (AGL) was 
ruptured by an 8-inch s t e e l  1-beam p i l e ,  which was d r iven  through the 
p ipe  a t  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  s i t e  of a new c e n t r a l  l i b r a r y  i n  downtown 
At l an ta ,  Georgia. l-/ 

Within minutes,  n a t u r a l  gas a t  10-psig pressure  migrated through 
t h e  ground, en tered  sewer l i n e s  and e l e c t r i c  condui t  systems, and spread 
i n t o  nearby bui ld ings .  
were evacuated from nearby o f f i c e  bui ld ings .  
2 : 4 5  p.m. t o  shu t  off  t h e  flow of gas t o  the  ruptured main, and t h e  a rea  
w a s  declared s a f e  a t  4 p.m. 

The gas d id  not  i g n i t e ,  bu t  thousands of people 
A valve was closed a t  

On September 29, 1977, a precons t ruc t ion  meeting was held as 
prescr ibed  by t h e  cons t ruc t ion  con t r ac t  f o r  the  l i b r a r y .  Local 
u t i l i t i e s  were not  i nv i t ed  t o  t h i s  meeting; however, AGL could have been 
b r i e fed  a t  t h a t  time on the  scope of the  p r o j e c t ,  and could have determined 
which of t h e i r  l ines were involved. The l i n e s  could then  have been 
marked a t  t h e  s i te .  Also a t  t h i s  meeting, AGL and t h e  con t r ac to r  could 
have designated a person from each company t o  se rve  a s  points-of-contact 
f o r  problems t h a t  might occux i n  the f i e l d .  

- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  information read "Pipe l ine  Accident Report -- 
At lan ta  Gas Light  Company, High-pressure Gas Main Rupture, At lan ta ,  
Georgia, December 1, 1977" (NTSB-PAR-78-3) 
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A s  a r e s u l t  of i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  acc ident ,  t h e  Nat iona l  
Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t  t h e  c i t y  of Atlanta,  
Georgia: 

Reques t  t h a t  a r ep resen ta t ive  of each opera tor  of 
an underground f a c i l i t y  a t t end  a l l  precons t ruc t ion  
meetings f o r  excavation p r o j e c t s  cont rac ted  by the 
c i t y .  (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action)(P-78-20) 

KING, Chairman, McADAMS, HOGUE, and DRIVER, Members, concurred i n  
t h e  above recommendation. 


