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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

I S S U E D :  October 25, 1978 

I F o r w a r d e d  t o :  
Admiral John B. Hayes 
Commandant 
U.S. Coast Guard 
Washington, D . C .  20590 

I 

\ SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N  (S) 
I 

M-78-74 through -78 i 
I 

A t  2125 c . s . t .  on January 7 ,  1978, the  Liber ian  tankship M/V STOLT 
V I K I N G  s t r u c k  t h e  U.S. crewboat CANDY BAR amidships and c u t  i t  i n t o  two 
p ieces .  
Elexico, approximately 110 miles south of Lake Charles ,  Louisiana.  The 
STOLT V I K I N G  was n o t  damaged. Two crewmen escaped from the  CAIVDY BAR 
and were rescued 4 hours a f t e r  the  acc ident .  The o t h e r  two crewmen a r e  
missing and a r e  presumed dead. The bow sec t ion  of t h e  CANDY BAR sank 
soon a f t e r  t h e  acc iden t ;  however, t h e  s t e r n  sec t ion  remained a f l o a t  
u n t i l  0900 on January 8 ,  1978. L/ 

The acc ident  occurred a t  28"24'tI, 93'07'W i n  the  Gulf of 

Before t h e  c o l l i s i o n ,  t h e  crew of the  CANDY BAR determined t h e i r  
boat was about 2,000 yards  south of  the s a f e t y  fai rway which the STOLT 
V I K I N G  was t r a n s i t i n g .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  crewhoat w a s  j u s t  no:.:h of the  
s a f e t y  fairway o r  i n  t h e  s a f e t y  fairway. Although t h e  CANDY BAR had 
both a lookout and an opera t ing  r a d a r ,  they were i n e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h a t  a 
sh ip  as l a r g e  a s  the  STOLT V I K I N G  was ab le  t o  come a s  c l o s e  a s  40 yards 
before  i t  was de tec ted .  

T h i s  acc iden t  shows a need f o r  upgrading the  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of 
l icensed opera tors  engaged i n  the  of fshore  o i l  i ndus t ry .  
navigat ion and c o l l i s i o n  avoidance procedures a r e  fundamental t o  the  
s a f e t y  opera t ion  of any vesse l .  Cer ta in  v e s s e l s  may be s o  l i m i t e d  i n  
t h e i r  opera t ion  t h a t  they may not  need naviga t iona l  equipment such a s  
r a d a r ,  LORAN, and fathometers .  However, passenger-carrying v e s s e l s  such 
as the  CANDY BAR, which ope ra t e  over 1 2  hours up t o  150 miles o f f shore  
among hundreds of d r i l l i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  and across  heav i ly  t rave led  s a f e t y  
fai rways,  r e q u i r e  h ighly  q u a l i f i e d  opera tors  and nav iga t iona l  equipment 
i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  compass now requi red .  

Accurate 

- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  information read "Marine Accident Report-- 
Co l l i s ion  of Liber ian  Tankship M / V  STOLT V I K I N G  and U.S.  Crewboat 
CANDY BAR i n  Gulf of Elexico, January 7 ,  1978 " (NTSB-MAR-78-9). 
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There w a s  no person designated i n  charge of t h e  CANDY BAR t o  t ake  
By mutual understanding, t h e  opera tor  a t  t h e  command i n  an emergency. 

wheel was i n  charge and the ope ra to r s  would r e l i e v e  one another  whenever 
requested.  
only the  concern of t h e  man on watch. 
opera tor  had been a t  the  wheel f o r  almost 10 hours. 

There were no s e t  hours f o r  watchstanding and f a t i g u e  was 
A t  t h e  t i m e  of the  c o l l i s i o n ,  o 

Of t h e  fou r  crewmembers of t h e  CANDY BAR, only two survived.  No 
one could g e t  a l i f e j a c k e t  i n  time. I f  l i f e j a c k e t s  had been r e a d i l y  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  the  crew who were i n  the  wheelhouse, a l l  t h e  crew might 
have been saved. A l l  t h e  l i f e j a c k e t s  were stowed i n  a locker  one deck 
below t h e  wheelhouse. 

Therefore ,  the  Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Safety Board recommends t h a t  
the  U.S. Coast Guard: 

Require v e s s e l s  car ry ing  more than s i x  passengers 
f o r  h i r e  and engaged i n  t h e  o f f shore  o i l  i ndus t ry  t o  
have e l e c t r o n i c  naviga t iona l  equipment including r ada r ,  
LORAN, and a fathometer.  (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) 
(M-78-74) 

R e q u i r e  t h a t  a person applying f o r  an ope ra to r ' s  
l i c e n s e  f o r  v e s s e l s  car ry ing  more than s i x  passengers 
f o r  h i r e  and engaged i n  the  o f f shore  o i l  i ndus t ry  be 
examined i n  the  use of e l e c t r o n i c  naviga t iona l  
equipment such a s  r ada r ,  LORAN,and fathometers.  
(Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-78-75) 

Require t h a t  t h e  opera tor  of every radar-equipped 
vessel car ry ing  more than s i x  passengers f o r  h i re  
and engaged i n  the o f f shore  o i l  i ndus t ry  be q u a l i f i e d  
a s  a "radar  observer." (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Action) 
(t1-78-76) 

Require t h a t  t h e  ope ra to r s  of v e s s e l s  car ry ing  more 
than s i x  passengers f o r  h i r e  and engaged i n  the  
of fshore  o i l  i ndus t ry ,  when opera t ing  f o r  more than 
1 2  hours:  

(1) E s t a b l i s h  s tandardized watch schedules  
t o  minimize f a t i g u e  from prolonged 
duty hours;  

Appoint one opera tor  to be i n  charge 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of command 
and t o  avoid confusion i n  an emergency. 

( 2 )  

(Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (N-78-77) 
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Require t h a t  an a d d i t i o n a l  number of l i f e  preservers  
be provided f o r  the  personnel on watch i n  t h e  
engineroom and p i lo thouse  and a t  t h e  bow lookout 
s t a t i o n  f o r  a l l  v e s s e l s  car ry ing  more than s i x  
passengers f o r  h i r e  and engaged i n  the  o f f shore  o i l  
i ndus t ry ,  and r equ i r e  t h a t  these  a d d i t i o n a l  l i f e  
preservers  be stowed where they a r e  r e a d i l y  
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  personnel on watch. (Class 11, 
P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-78-78) 

KING, Cliairman, DRTVER, Vice Chairman, McADAMS and HOGUE, Members, 
concurred i n  the  above recommendations. 

James B .  King _. 
Chairman 


