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About 1915 c . d . t .  on June 17 ,  1978, t h e  steam showboat WHIPPOORWILL 

was overturned by a tornado w h i l e  i n  t r a n s i t  on Lake Pomona, Kansas. O f  
t h e  60 persons on board t h e  v e s s e l ,  15 were k i l l e d  and 5 were in ju red .  

The Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Safety Board conducted an on-scene 

The Sa fe ty  Board's i n v e s t i g a t o r  worked c l o s e l y  with t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  determine t h e  cause o r  probable cause of t h e  WHIPPOORWILL'S 
caps iz ing .  
Osage County S h e r i f f ' s  Department t o  ob ta in  phys ica l  evidence and 
s ta tements  from eyewitnesses .  The on-scene phase of t h e  acc ident  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was completed on June 21, 1978, and t h e  r e s u l t a n t  evidence 
i s  being analyzed. 

Because of t h e  unique conf igura t ion  of the  WHIPPOORWILL and t h e  
unusual meteorological  cond i t ions  involved, the  Safe ty  Board w i l l  no t  
complete i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  s e v e r a l  months. However, p re l iminary  
a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  WHIPPOORWILL'S i n t a c t  s t a b i l i t y  was s i g n i f i -  
can t ly  reduced,because water  w a s  c a r r i e d  wi th in  i t s  i n t e g r a l  h u l l  tanks 
and voids .  Because of  t h i s  reduced s t a b i l i t y ,  t h e  v e s s e l  could caps ize  
if i t  is  subjec ted  t o  r e l a t i v e l y  low wind v e l o c i t i e s .  

A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  acc iden t ,  t h e  WHIPPOORWILL sus ta ined  only minor 
damage and i s  once aga in  engaged i n  passenger s e r v i c e .  It i s  h ighly  
l i k e l y  t h a t  water w i l l  accumulate i n  i t s  tanks and voids  aga in ,  because 
of the  design of t h e  b i l g e  drainage system and because the  h u l l  w i l l  
probably l e a k  from t h e  v e s s e l  salvage opera t ions .  
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Therefore ,  t h e  National Transpor ta t ion  S a f e t y  Board recommends t h a t  
t h e  owner and ope ra to r :  

In spec t  t h e  WHIPPOORWILL i n t e r n a l l y  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
h u l l  does not  l e a k ,  
t anks  and voids  empty and d ry  whi le  the  vessel i s  
underway. (Class  I,  Urgent Action) (M-78-62) 

Xeep t h e  v e s s e l ' s  i n t e g r a l  h u l l  

RING, Chairman, I.lcADAMS, HOGUE, and DRIVER, Members, concurred i n  
the  above recommendations. 
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