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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON (S) 

M-78-53 through -55 

About 0500 c .d . t .  on July 22, 1977 ,  t h e  Greek Tankship M/V DAUNTLESS 
COLOCOTRONIS, ca r ry ing  48,741 long  tons  of crude o i l ,  was upbound i n  t h e  
Miss i s s ipp i  River about 4 m i l e s  below New Orleans,  Louisiana,  when i t  
s t r u c k  a sunken barge. The bottom p l a t i n g  of t h e  COLOCOTRONIS w a s  
f r a c t u r e d ,  permi t t ing  cargo o i l  from the  t anke r ' s  No. 5 center  tank t o  
en te r  i t s  pumproom. Within minutes,  cargo o i l  pene t ra ted  i n t o  t h e  
t a n k e r ' s  engineroom and i g n i t e d .  
t h e  accommodation spaces  through a door which had been t i e d  open. All 
35 persons onboard escaped from t h e  vessel; 2 persons were s l i g h t l y  
in ju red .  F i r e  damage i n  t h e  accommodation spaces ,  t h e  water damage i n  
t h e  e n g i n e r o o m ,  a n d  b o t t o m  s t r u c t u r a l  damage w a s  e s t i m a t e d  
t o  b e  $ 6  m i l l i o n .  11 

The f i r e  spread from t h e  engineroom t o  

Although t h e  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE) had determined i n  
January 1974  t h a t  t h e  sunken barge was a hazard t o  naviga t ion ,  t h e  
sunken barge was n e i t h e r  removed nor i t s  l o c a t i o n  marked between February 
1974 and t h e  t i m e  of t h i s  acc ident .  I n  February 1974 ,  t h e  COE requested 
t h a t  the Coast Guard r ep lace  t h e  missing buoy over t h e  wreck. The Coast 
Guard advised t h e  COE t h a t  because of t h e  high water condi t ions  and t h e  
expense of  maintaining a buoy, i t  w a s  d i scont inuing  t h e  buoy but  t h a t  
t h e  dec i s ion  would be reviewed as changing r i v e r  condi t ions  and f u t u r e  
soundings warranted. Subsequently, a buoy was not  r ees t ab l i shed  when 
t h e  r i v e r  level f e l l .  

The Safe ty  Board be l i eves  t h a t  b e t t e r  procedures could be e s t ab l i shed  

Furthermore, an annual summary of a11 
between t h e  Coast Guard and t h e  COE f o r  t h e  marking and removing of 
wrecks i n  t h e  Miss i s s ipp i  River.  
wrecks t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  a hazard t o  naviga t ion  would provide s h i p  ope ra to r s  
wi th  updated information on the  l o c a t i o n  and depth of water over wrecks. 

- 11 For more d e t a i l e d  information read "M/V DAUNTLESS COLOCOTRONIS Grounding 
in Miss i s s ipp i  River near  New Orleans,  Louis iana,  J u l y  22, 1977," 
(NTSB-MAR-78-5). 
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Although t h e  sunken barge was loca ted  on September 1 4 ,  1977, i n  t h e  
same p o s i t i o n  where i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  repor ted  sunk on January 16 ,  1974, 
t h e  COE had been unable t o  l o c a t e  the  barge during a survey i n  J u l y  1974 
and a - s p e c i a l  survey a t  t h e  reques t  of the  Coast Guard i n  e a r l y  August 
1977. Even when t h e  Coast Guard requested t h e  COE on August 1 2 ,  1977, 
t o  conduct f u r t h e r  surveys,  t h e  COE w a s  unable t o  l o c a t e  t h e  sunken 
barge using i t s  normal fathometer equipment. 
a f t e r  the  COE h i red  a survey company t o  conduct a magnetometer survey. 

The barge was only  loca ted  

Therefore ,  the  Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t  
t h e  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: 

Develop, i n  conjunct ion wi th  t h e  U.S. Coast Guard, 
s tandards  t h a t  w i l l  de f ine  what c o n s t i t u t e s  a hazard 
t o  naviga t ion  i n  the  Miss i s s ipp i  River so  t h a t  t h e  
Coast Guard can b e t t e r  enforce 33 CFR P a r t  64. 
(Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-78-53) 

Provide information t o  t h e  U.S. Coast Guard 
concerning wrecks t h a t  continue t o  be a hazard 
t o  naviga t ion  i n  t h e  Miss i s s ipp i  River s o  t h e  
Coast Guard can pub l i sh  an annual s u m a r y  of 
such wrecks. (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) 
(M-78-54) 

Adopt o r  develop improved techniques f o r  l o c a t i n g  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  of wrecks and determining t h e  depth 
of water  over wrecks i n  the Miss i s s ipp i  River. 
(Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (M-78-55) 

K I N G ,  Chairman, McADAMS, HOGUE, and DRIVER, Members, concurred i n  
above recommendations. t h e  


