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On April 6, 1978, the National Transportation Safety Board 
concluded a 3-day public hearing on railroad derailments and the carriage 
of hazardous materials. 1/ The hearing was prompted by the increasing 
number of derailments nayionwide, especially those involving the release 
of hazardous materials from W T  llZA/114A "jumbo" tank cars. Forty-nine 
witnesses from the railroad industry, tank car builders and operators, 
shippers, State and local officials, firefighters, labor representatives, 
and the public testified. 

adequate level of safety was afforded to the public by W T  ll2A/114A 
tank cars was not used and that the tank cars were designed and developed 
without benefit of an adequate safety assessment. 

chemical industries to improve hazardous materials programs to reduce 
the number and severity of transportation accidents. The Safety Board 
believes that a safety methodology using safety analysis techniques will 
assist in determining safety actions to be taken before institutional or 
regulatory approval is granted. 

The evidence indicated that a safety analysis for insuring that an 

The Safety Board is aware of the concerns of both the railroad and 

- 1/ For more information read, "Analysis of Proceedings of the National 
Transportation Safety Board into Derailments and Hazardous Materials, 
April 4-6, 1978," (NTSB-SEE-78-2). 
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Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board recommends 

Develop, f o r  use by the Association of American Railroads 
tank car builders, and shippers, procedures and methods 
tha t  w i l l  assure tha t  the best  available safety analysis 
technology is applied to  determine and control risks 
involved in tank car transportation of hazardous 
materials. (Class 11, Pr ior i ty  Action) (1-78-8). 

tha t  the Task Force on R a i l  Transportation of Hazardous Materials: 

KING,  Chairman, McADAMS, 
the above recommendation. 

HOGUE, and DRIVER, Members, concurred in 


