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SAFETY RECOMMENDATION (S) 

H-78-71 

A t  8:25 p.m. on October 2, 1 9 7 7 ,  westbound Amtrak passenger t r a i n  
No. 57 s t ruck a northbound pickup truck a t  a railroad/highway grade 
crossing i n  Plant  City,  Florida. 
f lashing signals,which were operating. The t r a i n  w a s  t ravel ing a t  70 
mph i n  a 79-mph speed zone; the pickup truck was t ravel ing a t  50 mph i n  
a 45-mph speed zone. 
crash. 

The crossing w a s  equipped with red 

The 10 occupants of the pickup truck died i n  the 
None of the traincrew o r  i t s  30 passengers w a s  injured. IJ 

An autopsy of the driver of t h e  pickup truck disclosed a 0.14 
percent blood alcohol level .  The Florida t r a f f i c  code s t a t e s  tha t  a 
blood alcohol l eve l  of 0.10 percent o r  more is pr ima  f a c i e  evidence of 
driving while under the influence of alcohol. 

On the  northbound approach t o  the Turkey Creek Road crossing, the 
westbound t r a i n  was not v i s i b l e  t o  the dr iver  u n t i l  she  passed a stand 
of trees 400 f e e t  south of the grade crossing. A t  t ha t  point the t r a i n  
w a s  559 f e e t  from t h e  crossing. There w a s  no way the t r a i n  could stop. 
The pickup truck could have stopped short  of t h e  crossing a f t e r  the 
t r a i n  became v i s ib l e ,  but there  was no time avai lable  f o r  hes i ta t ion  on 
t h e  p a r t  of the dr iver .  

- 11 For -more detai led information read: “Rai.lroad/Highway Accident Report: 
Seaboard Coast Line/Amtrak Passenger Train/Pickup Truck Coll is ion,  
Plant  City, Florida,  October 2 ,  1977“ (NTSB-RHR-78-2). 
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There were no ra i l road  warning markings on the pavement on Turkey 
Creek Road, a nonfederal-aid roadway, f o r  e i the r  approach t o  the c ros s i  
The advance ra i l road  warning s ign f o r  northbound t r a f f i c  w a s  i n s t a  
202 f e e t  south of  the crossing, ra ther  than the 250 f e e t  requir  
urban environment. 

Since 1971, the  Flor ida Department of Transportation (DOT) repor t s  
four accidents a t  t h i s  crossing, which have r e s u l t e d  in two f a t a l i t  
and two in jur ies .  In  1977, a diagnostic team, including experts  f r  
t h e  Flor ida DOT, Amtrak, and SCL personnel, had recommended tha t  the 
Turkey Creek Road crossing be t reated a s  a f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  f o r  installati 
of gates and cant i lever  l i gh t s .  The Jacksonville/Tampa high-speed t r a i n  
corr idor  t raverses  240 miles of t rack and contains 2 7 1  crossings a t  
grade, o r  1.13 crossings p e r  mile  of track. By comparison, on the  
e n t i r e  Amtrak system there  a r e  0 .61  grade crossings per m i l e  of t rack 
Also crossing accidents on the  overa l l  Amtrak system i s  1.06 per 100 
miles of track, while t he  average i s  6.9 p e r  100 m i l e s  of t rack in the 
Jacksonville/Tampa corridoz. Although ilmtrak operates i n  46 Sta tes ,  
17.8 percent of all of i ts  grade crossing accidents during 1975, 1976, 
and 1977 occurred i n  Florida. 
and correct ive action. 

The corridor is an area tha t  needs study 

Therefore, t h e  National Transportation Safety Board recommends tha t  
the Federal Highway Administration, the Tederal Railroad Administration, 
Amtrak, the Seaboard Coast Line Railroad Company, and the Flor ida Depar 
of Transportation: 

Cooperate t o  take necessary correct ive act ion to  reduce 
t h e  high frequency of railroad/highway grade crossing 
accidents along the  240  miles of track between Jacksonville 
and Tampa, Florida. (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Action) (H-78-71) 

KING, Chairman, DRIVER, Vice Chairman, McADAMS, and HOGUE, Members, 
concurred i n  the above recommendation. 


