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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT ION (s) 
H-78-65 and 66 I P r e s i d e n t  

American Trucking Assoc ia t ions ,  Inc .  
1616 P S t r e e t ,  N.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20036 

On t h e  a f t e rnoon  of .June 20, 1977, c l o s u r e  of a through l a n e  i n  a 
cons t ruc t ion  zone on southbound 1-75 south  of t h e  c i t y  of A t l a n t a ,  Georgia,  
r e s u l t e d  i n  t r a f f i c  de l ays  on t h a t  roadway. 
a t  3:OO p.m., conges t ion  caused t r a f f i c  t o  back up throughout t h e  1-75 
southbound c o n s t r u c t i o n  zone, a s  w e l l  as t h e  s e c t i o n  of 1-75 southbound 
be fo re  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  zone. The a r e a  inc luded  t h e  1-75 and 1-285 i n t e r -  
change which was l o c a t e d  j u s t  sou theas t  of t h e  A t l an ta  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
( H a r t s f i e l d )  A i rpo r t .  That congest ion r e s u l t e d  in the format ion  of a 
queue back through t h e  a c c e l e r a t i o n  l ane  from t h e  1-285 eastbound t o  the 
2-75 southbound connec t ing  ramp. The queue then extended up t h e  ramp, past 
the  d e c e l e r a t i o n  l ane  of 1-285 eastbound, and onto  t h e  1-285 eastbound 
r i g h t ,  through l a n e  f o r  about  1 / 2  m i l e  west of t he  in te rchange .  

A s  t r a f f i c  volumes inc reased  

An eastbound t r a c t o r - s e m i t r a i l e r  combination u n i t  approached t h e  
s t and ing  t r a f f i c  between 35 and 45  mph and c o l l i d e d  wi th  and overrode t h e  
l a s t  automobile i n  the  queue. The automobile was pushed i n t o  t h e  v e h i c l e  
ahead and two o t h e r  v e h i c l e s  t o  i t s  f r o n t  were subsequent ly  involved.  No 
f i r e  ensued. Four persons  i n  t h e  f i r s t  automobile were k i l l e d  and one 
o t h e r  w a s  h o s p i t a l i z e d .  A second d r i v e r  was i n j u r e d  s l i g h t l y .  

The roadway al ignment  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  such t h a t  a i r c r a f t  in t h e i r  
f i n a l  approaches t o  runways 2 7 L  and 33 a t  At l an ta  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i rpo r t  
o v e r f l y  t h e  roadway a t  low a l t i t u d e s .  

The t r a c t o r - s e m i t r a i l e r  combination u n i t  ( t ruck )  w a s  owned by Cates 
Trucking, Inc . ,  of Swayzee, Ind iana .  The t r u c k  w a s  be ing  opera ted  by 
Cates  under a t r i p - l e a s e  agreement w i t h  3 .  H .  Ware Trucking, I n c . ,  of 
Ful ton ,  Missour i ,  an  I n t e r s t a t e  Commerce Commission au tho r i zed  fo r -h i r e  
motor common c a r r i e r .  
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Pos t c ra sh  i n s p e c t i o n s  revea led  t h a t  t h e  t r u c k  was w e l l  maintained 
w i t h  no apparent  mechanical d e f e c t s .  
good condi t ion  and proper ly  a d j u s t e d .  

The brakes were found t o  be i n  

The 27-year-old t r u c k d r i v e r  had been employed by Cates Trucking, Inc . ,  
s i n c e  January 1977.  He held a v a l i d  Indiana Chauffeur 's  l i c e n s e  as r e q u i r e d  
f o r  t he  o p e r a t i o n  of a v e h i c l e  of t h e  t r u c k ' s  s i z e  and weight c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  
Indiana a u t h o r i t i e s  repor ted  no t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  c o n v i c t i o n s  on his  d r i v e r ' s  
record .  The d r i v e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  before  t h i s  a c c i d e n t ,  he had been involved 
i n  one a c c i d e n t  i n  1972 and s i n c e  had no a d d i t i o n a l  i n c i d e n t s .  He w a s  
medical ly  q u a l i f i e d  t o  d r i v e  based on a p o s t a c c i d e n t  examination; however, 
he was o p e r a t i n g  wi th  a forged medical c e r t i f i c a t e .  

On J u n e  1 9 ,  1977 ,  t h e  t r u c k d r i v e r  l e f t  t he  Cates te rmina l  i n  Swayzee, 
Indiana,  and t r a v e l e d  without  a s e m i t r a i l e r  about 1 6  mi les  to Kohomo, 
Indiana,  where he picked up a loaded s e m i t r a i l e r .  The cargo was d e s t i n e d  
f o r  Tampa, F l o r i d a ,  w i th  an in te rmedia te  drop i n  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a .  
A r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t he  d r i v e r ' s  t r i p  based on the  d r i v e r ' s  l o g ,  s e r v i c e  
r e c e i p t s ,  w i t n e s s  s ta tements ,  and t r i p  records  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  d r i v e r  
had exceeded both t h e  on-duty hours and d r i v i n g  hours .  He had dr iven  about  
608 m i l e s  f o l lowing  h i s  l a s t  8 consecut ive hours of f  duty a t  t he  t ime of 
t he  a c c i d e n t .  
and on duty -- n o t  d r i v i n g  -- f o r  1 4  1 / 2  hours .  
l o g  books, n e i t h e r  of which was a c c u r a t e .  

During a 26-hour p e r i o d ,  he had been d r i v i n g  f o r  11 1 / 2  hours  
The d r i v e r  c a r r i e d  two 

The Safe ty  Board b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i f  t he  t r u c k d r i v e r  had been a t t e n t i v e  
to t r a f f i c  condi t ions  and kept  h i s  eyes on t h e  t r a f f i c  ahead, t h e  a c c i d e n t  
would have been avoided. The t r u c k d r i v e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was aware of 
slowing t r a f f i c .  A l s o ,  he was probably more than 2 1 / 2  c a r  l e n g t h s  behind 
the  t r a f f i c  ahead of him when he "glanced" a t  a low f l y i n g  a i r c r a f t ,  because 
t r a f f i c  ahead had a l r e a d y  stopped before  he r e d i r e c t e d  h i s  a t t k n t i o n  from 
the  a i r c r a f t  t o  t h e  t r a f f i c  ahead. I n  h i s  f a t i g u e d  condi , t ion,  h i s  per- 
c e p t i o n  and r e a c t i o n  c a p a b i l i t i e s  were probably s o  d e t e r i o r a t e d  t h a t  i t  
took him longer  to  comprehend and r e a c t  to the  t r a f f i c  condi t ion  ahead. 

I n t e r s t a t e  c a r r i e r s  should c l o s e l y  s u p e r v i s e  t h e i r  d r i v e r s  t o  i n s u r e  
t h a t  they a r e  conforming t o  the  hours of s e r v i c e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  Drivers 
who take  advantage of long r u n s  and l a c k  of superv is ion  create t r a f f i c  
hazards and should be cor rec ted  by t h e i r  s u p e r v i s o r s .  It i s  t r u e  t h a t  
d r i v e r s  can f a l s i f y  l ogs  and t h a t  i t  t a k e s  t ime and e f f o r t  t o  Tecons t ruc t  
a c t u a l  t r i p  condi t ions  and t r a v e l  times from r e c e i p t s  and wayLilis;  
however, i t  can and sh.ould be done. The Bureau of Motor C a r r i e r  Safe ty  
m u s t  i n c r e a s e  i t s  s u r v e i l l a n c e  of motor c a r r i e r  o p e r a t i o n s  under t h e i r  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  and a s s u r e  t h a t  they a r e  i n  compliance w i t h  e x i s t i n g  
r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  d r i v e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and hours of s e r v i c e .  Resources 
a r e  o f t e n  not a v a i l a b l e  through S t a t e  law enforcement agencies  or 
through the  Bureau of I.lotor C a r r i e r  Safe ty  t o  enforce  the  r e g u l a t i o n s .  
The c a r r i e r  must accept  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  conduct of i t s  d r i v e r s .  
The degree of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s a f e  movement of i t s  v e h i c l e s  should 
be paramount i n  a c a r r i e r ' s  planning and o p e r a t i o n s .  



The American t ruck ing  i n d u s t r y  has  an  ex tens ive  s a f e t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
ded ica t ed  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  of t r u c k  o p e r a t i o n s  and t o  t h e  improvement of 
d r i v e r  performance. These programs inc lude  coope ra t ive  road p a t r o l s ,  
t ruck-stop s a f e t y  meet ings,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t r a i n i n g  and s a f e t y  litera- 
t u r e ,  and t r u c k  "roadeos." The American Trucking Assoc ia t ions ,  Inc . ,  
should make more aggres s ive  and e x t e n s i v e  uses  of these programs t o  
improve compliance w i t h  the  r e g u l a t i o n s  and t o  provide  f o r  s a f e r  opera- 
t i o n a l  programs through improved supe rv i s ion .  

Therefore ,  t h e  Nat iona l  T ranspor t a t ion  Sa fe ty  Board recommends t h a t  
t h e  American Trucking Assoc ia t ions , Inc . ,  i t s  a f f i l i a t e s ,  and t r u c k i n g  
members: 

Emphasize educa t iona l  programs a t  t h e  S t a t e ,  r e g i o n a l ,  and 
n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  t o  b r ing  about  a b e t t e r  understanding o f ,  
and compliance wi th ,  t he  s a f e t y  r e g u l a t i o n s  and s a f e t y  
p r a c t i c e s  of t ruck  o p e r a t o r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  small  carriers 
performing fo r -h i r e  or  p r i v a t e  c a r r i a g e  service. 
Urgent Act ion)  (H-78-65) 

(Class I ,  

Conduct a s p e c i a l  s tudy  t o  determine i f  t h e r e  are o t h e r  
techniques  and programs which may be developed and 
u t i l i z e d  on an  indus t r lw ide  b a s i s  t o  improve d r i v e r  
knowledge and conduct.  (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Act ion)  
(H-78-66) 

K I N G ,  Chairman, I.lcADMlS, HOGUE, and DRIVER, Members, concurred i n  
t h e  above recommendations. 

By: James B.  King 

+Chairman 


