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I S S U E D :  October 16, 1978 

SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N  (S) 

8-78-75 
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I_____c_____________------------------~ 

The Nat iona l  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board i s  concerned about t h e  
removal of evidence on a i r p o r t  runways o r  taxiways a f t e r  an a i r c r a f t  
acc ident .  For example, fol lowing t h e  Continental  A i r l i n e s  DC-10 acc ident  
a t  Los Angeles I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Ai rpor t  on March 1, 1978, and the Northwest 
Orient  A i r l i n e s  B-747F acc ident  a t  John F. Kennedy I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i rpo r t ,  
Jamaica, N . Y . ,  on November 1 7 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  t h e  runways were swept c l ean  of 
d e b r i s .  Both of these  acc idents  r e s u l t e d  from t i r e  f a i l u r e s ,  and t h e  
removal of evidence i n  cases  such as these  can adversely a f f e c t  t h e  
Board's a b i l i t y  t o  determine f a i l u r e  sequences -- v i t a l  p a r t s  of t hese  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

Safe ty  Board Regulation, 49 CFR 830.10, "Preservat ion of A i r c r a f t  
Wreckage, Mail ,  Cargo, and Records,' ' p laces  on the  a i r c r a f t  opera tor  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  preserv ing  any a i r c r a f t  wreckage, cargo and mai l  
aboard t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  and a l l  records following a r e p o r t a b l e  mishap u n t i l  
t h e  Board t akes  custody of t hese  items. 
t ake  custody of t hese  items they may not  be d is turbed  or moved except 

from f u r t h e r  damage; o r  (3) t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  publ ic  from in ju ry . "  The 
r egu la t ion  f u r t h e r  provides  t h a t ,  "Where i t  i s  necessary t o  d i s t u r b  o r  
move a i r c r a f t  wreckage, mai l  o r  cargo,  ske tches ,  d e s c r i p t i v e  no te s ,  and 
photographs s h a l l  be made, i f  poss ib l e ,  of t h e  acc ident  l o c a l e  inc luding  
o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n  and condi t ion  of t h e  wreckage and any s i g n i f i c a n t  
impact marks." 

Before t h e  Board's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

.".(l) t o  remove persons in ju red  o r  trapped; ( 2 )  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  wreckage , I  
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The Sa fe ty  Board recognizes  t h e  necess i ty  f o r  expedi t ious  remoiral 
nf d e b r i s  t h a t  may j eopa rd ize  s a f e  opera t ions ,  and we commend your 
o rgan iza t ions  f o r  t h e i r  ongoing e f f o r t s  t o  enhance s a f e t y  i n  a i r p o r t  
ope ra t ions  and s e r v i c e s .  However, w e  be l i eve  they can f u r t h e r  promote 
a v i a t i o n  s a f e t y  if they cooperate  wi th  t h e  Sa fe ty  Board by in su r ing  
p rese rva t ion  of acc ident  evidence on a i r p o r t  p roper ty  u n t i l  it can b e  
documented. 

Although many of t h e  Nat ion 's  a i r p o r t  owners and opera tors  un- 
doubtedly are aware of the importance of p re se rva t ion  and documentation 
of a i r c r a f t  wreckage and do cooperate  and a s s i s t  a i r c r a f t  ope ra to r s  i n  
complying wi th  these  r egu la t ions ,  our  experience i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  some 
need t o  be reminded. Your organiza t ions  are i n  exce l l en t  p o s i t i o n s  t o  
h e l p  us achieve t h a t  end by endorsing t h i s  l e t t e r  and disseminat ing i t s  
message t o  your memberships. 

Accordingly,  t h e  Nat iona l  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board recommends 
t h a t  t h e  American Assoc ia t ion  of Ai rpor t  Executives and t h e  Airpor t  
Operators  Council I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  Inc. :  

Advise member a i r p o r t  ope ra to r s  of t h e  importance of preserv ing  
and documenting t h e  l o c a t i o n  of acc ident  deb r i s  i n  
accordance wi th  t h e  provis ions  of 49 CFR 830.10 before  
d e b r i s  i s  removed and before  runways and taxiways a r e  swep t  
c lean .  (Class  111, Longer-Term Action) (A-78-75) 


