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I ------_-------------..------..-----------~- 
On November 26, 1977, a P ipe r  s ingle-engine a i rcraf t ,  en r o u t e  from 

Sunnyvale, C a l i f o r n i a ,  t o  Las Vegas, Nevada, crashed 10 n a u t i c a l  miles 
southwest  of Independence, C a l i f o r n i a .  The p i l o t  and t h r e e  passengers  
were k i l l e d .  

The c ra sh  s i t e  was i n  a box canyon where t h r e e  o t h e r  f a t a l  
a c c i d e n t s  had occurred within t h e  previous 18 months. The in tended  
r o u t e  of f l i g h t  i n  a l , l  f o u r  cases followed Kings River Canyon east from 
Fresno,  California,  t o  the Independence a rea .  About 10 m i l e s  from t h e  
end of t h e  depic ted  r o u t e ,  going west t o  e e s t ,  a p i l o t  n u s t  Fake a sharp  
t u r n  t o  t h e  no r th  through narrow t e r r a i n  ir. o rde r  t o  c r c s s  t h e  pas s .  
However, a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  Canyon r o u t e  appears  to k a r  south  i n t o  a 
larger o r  more open area .  The i n c o r r e c t  r o u t e  t o  t h e  sou th  l e a d s  t o  t h e  
Center Basin Canyon, a box canyon w i t h  s i d e s  a s  h igh  a s  13,977 f e e t .  

As 2 r e s u l t  of previous acc iden t s ,  and r e s u l t a r i t  i n t e r e s t  from 
v a r i o u s  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  K.ings River Canyon r o u t e  b7as depic ted  v ia  t h e  
s t ande rd  b lue  diamonds on t h e  San Francisco Sec t iona l  Chart  beginning 
wi th  t h e  November 3, 1977, e d i t i o n .  The Board understands t h a t  t h e  
i n t e n t  of t h e  d e p i c t i o n  was t o  keep p i l o t s  from f l y i n g  i n t o  t h e  box 
canyon. However, as a r e s u l t  of our i .nvest igat i .on of t h e  November 26 
a c c i d e n t ,  t h e  Board b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  exac t  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  Center Basin 
Canyon should be  depic ted  and Labeled i n  such a manner t h a t  i t s  hazardous 
n a t u r e  w i l l  be recognized by a p i l o t .  

Furthermore,  the Board b e l i e v e s  t h a t  when a mountain pas s  r o u t e  i s  
dep ic t ed ,  t h e  maximum h e i g h t  of t h e  p a s s  should be depic ted  i n  a manner 
a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  rou te .  The Board beLieves t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  system 
of i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  a l t i t u d e  of a mountain pass  can be too  e a s i l y  confused 
w i t h  c r i t i c a l  e l e v a t i o n  information.  
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The Board also believes that other popul 
such as the pass west of Mamouth Lake and th 
both north and south of the Kings River Route 
sectional chart. These routes can be flown 
would give an alternative for pilots planning 
that accident records indicate as being hazardous. 

Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board 
the Federal Aviation Administration: 

Depict the exact location of the Center B 
on the appropriate sectional c 
in a manner that conveys its hazardous nature. 
(Class I-Urgent Action) (A-78-18) 

Depict alternative mountain pass routes north 
of the Kings River Route on th 
chart. (Class I-Urgent Action) 

Depict on all applicable secti 
of mountain passes in a manner 
with the critical elevation information. This altitu 
information should be presente 
easily associated with the d 
pass routes. (Class I-Urgent 

KING, Chairman, ElcADAMS , HOGUE, Member 
reconmendation. GAILEY, Vice Chairman, did not participate 


