
National Transportation Safety Board 
Washington, D.C. 20594 

Safety Recommendation 

Date: May 25, 1989 

In r ep ly  r e f e r  t o :  H-89-3 

To t h e  var ious  church a s soc ia t ions  
and other spec ia l  a c t i v i t y  groups 
(See a t tached  l i s t )  

About 10:55 p " m "  e a s t e r n  day l igh t  time on May 14,  1988, a pickup t ruck  
t r a v e l i n g  northbound i n  t h e  southbound lanes  of I n t e r s t a t e  71 s t r u c k  head-on 
a church a c t i v i t y  bus t r a v e l i n g  southbound in  t h e  l e f t  l a n e  of  t h e  highway 
near  Car ro l l t on ,  Kentucky. As t h e  pickup t ruck  r o t a t e d  during impact, i t  
s t r u c k  a passenger c a r  t r a v e l i n g  southbound in  t h e  r i g h t  l a n e  near  t h e  
church bus. The church bus fue l  tank was punctured during t h e  c o l l i s i o n  
sequence, and a f i r e  ensued, engulf ing t h e  e n t i r e  bus.  The busdr iver  and 26 
bus passengers were f a t a l l y  in ju red .  Thi r ty- four  bus passengers sus ta ined  
minor t o  c r i t i c a l  i n j u r i e s ,  and s i x  bus passengers were not  i n ju red .  The 
pickup t ruck  d r i v e r  sus ta ined  se r ious  i n j u r i e s ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  occupant of t h e  
passenger c a r  was in ju red . '  

The acc ident  bus was a prestandard school bus, t h a t  i s ,  i t  was 
manufactured before  a s e r i e s  of special Federal motor veh ic l e  s a f e t y  
s tandards  (FMVSS) became e f f e c t i v e  which mandated a higher leve l  of s a f e t y  
f o r  school buses compared t o  o the r  buses. Before April 1 ,  1977, school buses 
were requi red  only t o  meet the m i n i m u m  s tandards  requi red  of a l l  
multipurpose passenger veh ic l e s .  The Safe ty  Board be l i eves  t h a t  t h e  s a f e t y  
record f o r  prestandard buses i s  r e l a t i v e l y  good. Because, i n  p a r t ,  of t h e  
l a r g e  s i z e  and mass of  school buses r e l a t i v e  t o  passengers cars, s t a t i o n  
wagons, and vans o f t en  used t o  transport ch i ld ren  t o  school ,  prestandard 
buses provide s a f e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  school ch i ld ren  than t h e s e  o the r  types 
of passenger veh ic l e s .  However, a s  a r e s u l t  of i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  experience 
involving prestandard and posts tandard school buses, t h e  Sa fe ty  be l ieves  t h a t  
the improved p ro tec t ion  (which the FMVSS r e l a t i n g  t o  school buses r equ i r e s )  
i s  respons ib le  f o r  saving l ives  and preventing many more s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s .  
Therefore ,  t h e  Board believes t h a t  a l l  government agencies ,  churches,  and 
o t h e r  p r i v a t e  organiza t ions  should purchase buses f o r  passenger use which 
meet the  s a f e t y  s tandards  s e t  f o r  school buses in  April 1977. 

'For m o r e  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  r e a d  H i g h w a y  A c c i d e n t  R e p o r t - . " P i c k u p  
T r u c k / C h u r c h  A c t i v i t y  B u s  H e a d " o n  C o l l i s i o n  a n d  F i r e  n e a r  C a r r o l l t o n ,  
K e n t u c k y ,  M a y  14, 1988" ( N T S B - H A R - 8 9 / 0 1 )  
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Therefore,  t h e  Nat iona l  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t  t he  
va r ious  church assoc ia t ions  and o the r  spec ia l  a c t i v i t y  groups: 

Purchase o n l y  school bus- type veh ic les  which meet t h e  
Federal Motor Veh ic le  Safe ty  Standards se t  f o r  school 
buses i n  A p r i l  1977. ( C l a s s  11, P r i o r i t y  Ac t i on )  
(H-89-3) 

Also, t h e  Safe ty  Board issued Safe ty  Recommendations H-89-1 t o  t h e  50 
S ta tes  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia; H-89-2 t o  t h e  49 States,  except 
Kentucky, and t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia; H-89-4 through -6 t o  t h e  Nat iona l  
Highway T r a f f i c  Safe ty  Admin i s t ra t i on ;  H-89-7 t o  t h e  Federal Highway 
Admin i s t ra t i on ;  and H-89-8 through -14 t o  t h e  S ta te  o f  Kentucky. 

The Nat iona l  T ranspor ta t i on  Safe ty  Board i s  an independent Federal 
agency w i t h  the  s t a t u t o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  'I. . . t o  promote t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
safety  by conduct ing independent acc ident  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and by fo rmu la t i ng  
s a f e t y  improvement recommendations" (Pub l i c  Law 93-633). The Safe ty  Board i s  
v i t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any ac t i ons  taken as a r e s u l t  o f  i t s  s a f e t y  
recommendations and would apprec ia te  a response from you rega rd ing  a c t i o n  
taken o r  contemplated w i t h  respect  t o  t h e  recommendation i n  t h i s  l e t t e r .  
Please r e f e r  t o  Safe ty  Recommendation H-89-3 i n  your  r e p l y .  

KOLSTAD, A c t i n g  Chairman, and BURNETT, LAUBER, NALL, and DICKINSON,  
Members, concurred i n  t h i s  recommendat$6n. 

L. Ko ls tad  
Ac t i ng  Chairman 



American B a p t i s t  Churches, U.S.A. 
110 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

The American E t h i c a l  Union 
4242 East-West Highway 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 

American Fr iends  Serv ice  Committee 
1822 R S t ree t ,  N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

American Jewish Committee 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

American Jewish Congress 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

B a p t i s t  World A1 1 iance 
1628 16 th  S t r e e t ,  N.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20009 

B'nai  B ' r i t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
1640 Rhode I s l a n d  Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20012 

Bread f o r  t h e  World 
6411 Ch i l l um Place, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20012 

C a t h o l i c  I n fo rma t ion  Center 
741 15th S t ree t ,  N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Center f o r  Theology and Pub1 i c Pol i c y  
4500 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

C h r i s t i a n  Science Committee on P u b l i c a t i o n  
910 16th S t r e e t ,  N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

C h r i s t i c  I n s t i t u t e  
1324 Nor th  Cap i to l  S t ree t ,  N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

Church o f  t h e  Brethren 
110 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 



Clergy arid L a i t y  Concerned 
2121 Decatur Place, N.W. 
Washington, D .C .  20008 

Episcopal  Church 
110 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

Fr iends Committee on Nat iona l  L e g i s l a t i o n  
245 Second S t ree t ,  N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

General Conference o f  Seventh-Day Advent is ts  
6840 Eastern Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20012 

IMPACT 
100 Maryland Avenue, N.E.  
Washington, D.C. 20002 

Lutheran Counci l  i n  t h e  USA 
475 L’Enfant Plaza, S.W. 
Washington, D .C .  20024 

Lutheran Resources Commission 
1346 Connect icut  Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Maryknal l  Fathers and Bro thers  
4834 16 th  S t ree t ,  N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20011 

Mennonite Cent ra l  Committee 
110 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, U.C. 20002 

Na t iona l  Assembly o f  Women Re l i g ious  
821 Varnurn S t r e e t ,  N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20017 

Nat iona l  O f f i c e  o f  J e s u i t  Soc ia l  M i n i s t r i e s  
1717 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Nat iona l  Assoc ia t i on  of Evange l ica ls  
1430 K S t ree t ,  N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

NETWORK 
806 Rhode I s l a n d  Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20018 



National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Presb,yterian Church in the USA 
110 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

National Conference of Catholic Charities 
1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

National Conference of Catholic Women 
1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Unitarian Universalist Association 
100 Mar,yland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

National Conference of Christians and Jews 
2041 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20020 

United Church of Christ 
110 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

National Conference on Soviet Jewr,y 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

National Council o f  Churches 
110 Mar,yland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

United Methodist Church Board o f  Church 

100 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

Nation Council of Jewish Women 
1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

National Office for Black Catholics 
1234 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

United States Catholic Conference 
1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

and Society 



M r .  Robert  T i l l e r  
Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  
American B a p t i s t  Churches U.S.A.  
110 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Room 511 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

M r .  David Saperste in  
D i r e c t o r ,  Washington O f f i c e  
Union o f  Hebrew Congregation 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

D r .  Char les V.  Burgst ron 
D i r e c t o r ,  O f f i c e  o f  Governmental A f f a i r s  
Lutheran Counci l  o f  America 
122 C S t ree t ,  N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Reverend George Chaucey 
D i r e c t o r ,  Wash i ngtori O f f i c e  
Un i ted  Presby ter ian  Church i n  the  USA 
110 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

D r .  W i l l i a m  Wei le r  
D i r e c t o r ,  Washington O f f i c e  
Episcopal  Church 
110 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

Ms. Hav i land Houston 
General Secre tary  
Un i ted  Methodis t  General Board of 

Church and Soc ie ty  
100 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

M r .  Robert Fox 
D i r e c t o r  o f  Camping 
Boy Scouts o f  America 
9190 Wisconsin Avenue 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

Mrs. Franc is  Hasselbine 
Execut ive D i r e c t o r  
G i r l  Scouts o f  t h e  U.S.A. 
830 T h i r d  Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Ms. Carol  B i t n e r  
A c t i n g  Execut ive D i r e c t o r  
Camp F i r e  G i r l s  & Boys 
4601 Madison Avenue 
Kansas C i t y ,  M issour i  64112 i 



Reverend Paul Ki ttl aus 
Director, Washington Office 
United Church a f  Christ 
110 Maryland Avenue, N . E .  
Washington, D.C. 20002 
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To t h e  var iaus  church a s s o c i a t i o n s  
and o t h e r  spec ia l  a c t i v i t , y  groups 
(See a t tached  l i s t )  

James M .  Wall 
Edi tor  
Chr i s t i an  Century 
407 S. Dearborn S t r e e t  
Chicago, I l l i n o i s  60605 

Robert Walker 
Edi tor  
Chr i s t i an  Li fe  
396 E .  S t .  Charles Road 
Wheaton, I l l i n o i s  60188 

Russell  T .  H i t t  
News Edi tor  
Evangelical Newsletter 
1716 Spruce S t r e e t  
P h i l  adel phi a ,  Pennsylvania 19103 

E te rn i ty  
1716 Spruce S t r e e t  
Phi lade lphia ,  Pennsylvania 19103 

Thomas Schul t z  
Edi tor /Publ isher  
Group 
425 E .  Eisenhower Avenue 
Loveland, Colorado 80539 

Terr,y C .  Muck 
Edi tor  
Leadership 
465 Ginderson Drive 
Carol Stream, I l l i n o i s  60188 

George Sweeting 
Press Ed i to r  i n  Chief 
Moody M o n t h l y  
2101 W .  Howard S t r e e t  
Chicago, I l l i n o i s  60645 

William S.  Barker 
Edi tor  and Publ isher  
The Presbyter ian  Journal 
P .  0. Box 2330 
Ashv i l l e ,  North Carol ina 28802 



The Presbyter ian  O u t l o o k  
512 E .  Main S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i rg in i a  23219 

Innovat ions f o r  t h e  Church Leader 
David C .  Cook Publ ishing Company 
850 N .  Grove Avenue 
E l g i n ,  I l l i n o i s  60120 

Presbyter ian  Survey 
341 Ponce de  Leon Avenue 
At l an ta ,  Georgia 30365 

*Youth S p e c i a l t i e s ,  Inc.  
1224 Greenf ie ld  Drive 
E l  Cajon, C a l i f o r n i a  92021 

Bapt i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Public A f f a i r s  
200 Maryland Avenue, N .  E .  
Washington, D . C .  20002 

Southern Bapt i s t  Press Associat ion 
460 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee 37219 

Assoc ia t ion  of Regional Rel igious Communicatioris 
1836 Fairmont Avenue 
C inc inna t i ,  Ohio 45214 

Communication Commission 
National Council of  Churches of Chr i s t  i n  t h e  USA 
475 Rivers ide  Drive 
Room 856 
New York, New York 10027 

. Youthworker 

National Re1 ig ious  Broadcasters  
CN 1926 
Morristown, New Je r sey  07960 

Assoc ia t ion  of Cathol ic  TV and Radio Syndicatcq-s 
One N .  Wacker Drive 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s  60606 

Associated Church Press  
P .  0 .  Box 306 
34 James 
Geneva, I l l i n o i s  60134 

In t e rna t iona l  Media Serv ice  
1333 F S t r e e t ,  N .  W .  
Washington, D . C .  20004 *. 


