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About  11:25 a.m. eas t e rn  s tandard t ime on November 29, 1988, a 
cha r t e red  in t e rc i t , y  bus car ry ing  a d r i v e r  and 49 passengers en route t o  
A t l a n t i c  C i ty ,  New Je r sey ,  from New York Ci ty ,  New York, was t r a v e l i n g  
southbound in  t h e  r i g h t  "express" l ane  of  the New J e r s e y  Garden S t a t e  
Parkway near  Tinton F a l l s ,  New Je r sey .  The bus,  without  s igna l ing ,  gradual ly  
veered rightward o f f  t h e  t r a v e l  l ane ,  sideswiped a g u a r d r a i l ,  skidded back 
onto t h e  highway, and overturned onto i t s  r i g h t  s i d e ;  t h e  bus  then s l i d  about 
220 f e e t  d iagonal ly  across  t h e  two  express  lanes  before  coming t o  r e s t  fac ing  
east  with t h e  r e a r  of t h e  bus across  ha l f  of t h e  l e f t  travel l a n e .  There was 
no i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  occupant compartment, n o  o t h e r  vehic les  were involved 
i n  t h e  acc iden t ,  and t h e r e  was no f i r e .  Forty-nine passengers (ages 60 t o  85 
,years) and t h e  39-year-old busdr iver  sus ta ined  minor t o  severe  i n j u r i e s  such 
as  f r a c t u r e d  r i b s ,  l a c e r a t i o n s ,  abras ions ,  and contusions. '  

The bus, a 1987 Motor Coach I n d u s t r i e s ,  Inc . ,  i n t e r c i t y - t y p e  coach with 
a d i e se l  engine,  automatic t ransmiss ion ,  and 49 passenger s e a t s  was owned and 
operated by Leisure  Time, Inc . ,  of Mahwah, New Je r sey .  The s i d e  windows on 
t h e  bus were made of a b r a s i v e - r e s i s t a n t ,  coated a c r y l i c .  

Twenty-seven passengers sea ted  i n  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of the bus were thrown 
from their  seats  and f e l l  on t o p  o f  t h e  22  passengers sea t ed  on the r i g h t  
s i d e  of t h e  bus during the overturn sequence. These 49 passengers became 
entangled on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  bus while i t  s l i d  d iagonal ly  across  the 
highway before  coming t o  r e s t .  However, the passengers were contained 
i n s i d e  the bus throughout t h e  acc ident  sequence. 

' F o r  m o r e  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  r e a d  H i g h w a y  A c c i d e n t l l n c i d e n t  R e p o r t s - .  
" I n t e r c i t y - T y p e  B u s e s  C h a r t e r e d  f o r  S e r v i c e  t o  A t l a n t i c  C i t y ,  Neu Jersey*' 
( N T S B / H A R - 8 9 / 0 l / S U M ) .  
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The Safe ty  Board be l i eves  t h a t  i f  t h e  bus had been equipped w i t h  t h e  ' 
commonly used tempered s a f e t y  g lass  i n  the  s i d e  windows, t h e  windows may have 
broken du r ing  t h e  bus over tu rn ,  sub jec t i ng  the  passengers t o  v i o l e n t  con tac t  
w i t h  t h e  road sur face.  Consequently, t h e  a c r y l i c  windows may have prevented 
passengers from con tac t i ng  t h e  road sur face and may have prevented them from 
s u s t a i n i n g  more ser ious  o r  even f a t a l  i n j u r i e s .  

Therefore,  t he  Nat iona l  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t  t h e  
Un i ted  Bus Owners of America and the  American Bus Associat ion:  

Advise members o f  t h e  s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  accrued f rom 
use o f  t he  ab ras ion - res i s tan t ,  coated a c r y l i c  windows i n  
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  bus passengers when t h e  bus over tu rned and 
s l i d  on i t s  r i g h t  s ide  i n  the  November 29, 1988, acc ident  
i n  T in ton  F a l l s ,  New Jersey. (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Ac t ion)  
(H-89- 16) 

A lso,  as a r e s u l t  o f  i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t he  Safe ty  Board issued Safe ty  
Recommendation H-89-15 t o  Le isure  Time, Inc. ,  H-89-17 t o  t h e  Nat iona l  Highway 
T r a f f i c  Safe ty  Admin i s t ra t i on ,  H-89-18 t o  t h e  New Jersey Department o f  
T ranspor ta t ion ,  and H-89-19 t o  t h e  Federal Highway Admin i s t ra t i on .  

KOLSTAD, Ac t i ng  Chairman, and BURNETT, LAUBER, NALL, and DICKINSON, 
Members, concurred i n  t h i s  recommendation. 

- a - /  dd 
James L. Ko ls tad  
Ac t i ng  Chairman 


