
National Transportation Safety Board 
Washington, D.C. 20594 

Safety Recommendation 
/ 

Date: June 5, 1989 

I n  r e p l y  r e f e r  t o :  H-89-15 

Mr. Gera ld Mercadante 
Pres ident  
Le isure  Time, Inc .  
Mahwah, New Jersey 07430 

About 11:25 a.m. eastern standard t ime on November 29, 1988, a char te red  
i n t e r c i t y  bus c a r r y i n g  a d r i v e r  and 49 passengers en r o u t e  t o  A t l a n t i c  City, 
New Jersey, f rom New York C i t y ,  New York, was t r a v e l i n g  southbound i n  the  
r i g h t  “express” l ane  o f  t he  New Jersey Garden S ta te  Parkway near T i n t o n  
F a l l s ,  New Jersey. The bus, w i thou t  s igna l i ng ,  g r a d u a l l y  veered r i g h t w a r d  
o f f  t h e  t r a v e l  lane, sideswiped a g u a r d r a i l ,  skidded back onto t h e  highway, 
over turned onto i t s  r i g h t  s ide,  and s l i d  about 220 f e e t  d i a g o n a l l y  across t h e  
two express lanes be fore  coming t o  r e s t  f a c i n g  east  w i t h  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  bus 
across h a l f  o f  t h e  l e f t  t r a v e l  lane.  There was no i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  
occupant compartment, no o the r  veh ic les  were i nvo l ved  i n  t h e  acc ident ,  and 
the re  was no f i r e .  The weather was c l e a r  and d r y  a t  t h e  t ime  o f  t he  
acc ident .  Fort ,y-nine passengers (ages 60 t o  85 years)  and t h e  39-year -o ld  
busd r i ve r  susta ined minor t o  severe i n j u r i e s  such as  f r a c t u r e d  r i b s ,  
1 acera t ions ,  abrasions, and contusions. 

The busd r i ve r  s ta ted  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  bus over tu rn ,  he was p a r t i a l l y  
e jec ted  through t h e  d r i v e r ‘ s  s ide  o f  t he  w indsh ie ld  and, as  he was pass ing 
through t h e  windshie ld ,  he grasped t h e  s t e e r i n g  wheel and h e l d  on u n t i l  t h e  
bus came t o  r e s t .  The busdr iver  admi t ted t o  Safe ty  Board i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t h a t  
he was n o t  wear ing t h e  a v a i l a b l e  l a p b e l t .  New Jersey S ta te  l a w ,  as w e l l  as  
49 CFR 392.16, requ i res  s a f e t y  b e l t  usage when sea tbe l t s  are i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h e  
d r i v e r ’ s  p o s i t i o n .  

Had t h e  busd r i ve r  been wearing h i s  l a p b e l t ,  he probably  would n o t  have 
been p a r t i a l l y  e jec ted  from t h e  bus. However, wear ing a l a p b e l t  may n o t  
have a l t e r e d  t h e  outcome o f  t h i s  acc ident  s ince  t h e  l o s s  o f  c o n t r o l  and 
ove r tu rn  sequence probably  occurred be fore  t h e  busd r i ve r  was p a r t i  a l l y  
e jec ted .  Nonetheless, sea tbe l t s  should be used by d r i v e r s  a t  a l l  t imes 
w h i l e  t h e  v e h i c l e  i s  i n  mot ion t o  ensure t h a t  t h e  d r i v e r s  remain i n  t h e i r  

‘ F o r  m o r e  d e t a i  Led i n f o r m a t i o n ,  r e a d  H i g h n a y  A c c i d e n t l l n c i d e n t  R e p o r t s - .  
“ 1 n t e r c i t y . T y p e  B u s e s  C h a r t e r e d  f o r  S e r v i c e  t o  A t L a n t i c  C i t y ,  H e n  J e r s e y “  
( N T S B / H A R - 8 9 / 0 1 / S U M ) .  
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seating positions, and thus be better able to maintain control of the bus in 
accident situations. 

Therefore, the National Transportat ion Safety Board recommends that 

Require that all busdrivers use available seatbelts while the 
vehicle is in motion. (Class 11, Priority Action)(H-89-15) 

Also, as a result of its investigation, the Safety Board issued Safety 
Recommendation H-89-16 to the United Bus Owners of America and the American 
Bus Association, H-89-17 to the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, H-89-18 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation, and 
H-89-19 to the Federal Highway Administration. 

The National Transportation Safety Board is an independent Federal 
agency with the statutory responsibility 'I. . . to promote transportation 
safety by conducting independent accident investigations and by formulating 
safety improvement recommendations" (Public Law 93-633)" The Safety Board is 
vitally interested in any action taken as a result of its safety 
recommendations. Therefore, it would appreciate a response from you 
regarding action taken or contemplated with respect to the recommendation in 
this letter. 

KOLSTAD, Acting Chairman, and BURNETT, LAUBER, NALL, and DICKINSON, 
Members, concurred in this recommendation. 

Leisure lime, Inc.: 

Please refer to Safety Recommendation H-89-15 in your reply. 


