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Accident FlightAccident Flight

• Fourth leg of the 
flight

• Departed around 
1500 October 23rd

• Albuquerque, El 
Paso, Manzanillo,     
and San Diego



Prior to DeparturePrior to Departure
• Captain called FSS to file IFR flight plan
• Copilot could not obtain clearance on 

various radio frequencies
• Crew elected to depart VFR to east
• Clouds overcast at 2,100 feet above 

ground



CRASH
SITE

00:24:12
1,800 ft.
[N30DK] off Brown field ... squawking VFR
with the IFR please to Albuquerque



00:24:55
2,300 ft.
[ATC] Lifeguard 30DK radar contact…
fly heading 020, maintain VFR ...
above 5000 I'll have an IFR clearance for ya

CRASH
SITE



00:24:59
2,300 ft.
MSAW alert

00:25:03 (last mode C return)
2,400 ft.
MSAW alert

CRASH
SITE



CRASH
SITE

00:25:09 (primary return)
2,400 ft. (assumed)
[N30DK] ...020 heading
Lifeguard 30DK roger



00:25:18 (last primary return)
2,400 ft. (assumed)

CRASH
SITE

ELEV. 2256 ft.







Crew Duty/Flight TimesCrew Duty/Flight Times

• Captain: 17.5 hours awake
• Copilot: 16 hours awake
• 3 hours past normal bedtime
• NTSB study revealed performance 

degradation after 11 hours awake



Takeoff Minimums and 
Departure Procedures



Instrument Approach 
Procedures



Controller InformationController Information
• Aware of terrain east of Brown Field
• Aware of cloud ceiling
• Did not distinguish between day or 

night VFR operations
• Stated he was on landline with Tijuana 

approach during MSAW alerts



Air Traffic Control ProceduresAir Traffic Control Procedures
• VFR aircraft unable to climb to 

minimum IFR altitude
– Ask if able to maintain terrain 

clearance
– Do not assign (or imply) specific 

course guidance below minimum 
altitudes

• Issue safety alert if aircraft is in 
unsafe proximity to terrain



Safety Improvements - ATI JetSafety Improvements - ATI Jet
• ATI Jet maintains operational 

control of Part 135 and Part 91 legs
• No VFR departures at night without 

company approval
• Moving map approach plates 



Safety Improvements - FAASafety Improvements - FAA
• All aircraft equipped with TAWS
• Brown tower frequency switching to 

approach control at night
• Airport/Facility Directory includes 

terrain information





Parties to the InvestigationParties to the Investigation
• Federal Aviation Administration
• Med Flight Air Ambulance
• Learjet (Bombardier)
• Honeywell





Organizational ChartOrganizational Chart

MFAA

Pilots

Medical

N30DK

Lease 
agreement

FAR 135

ATIJ
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