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of Ulster County, New York where she has
dedicated much of her time to serving her
community in various manners. Most notably,
Shirley committed much of her energy over
the years to environmental protection pro-
grams and served as the catalyst for several
important local initiatives. I'm proud to join the
Ulster County Jewish Federation in honoring
Shirley for her lifetime achievement and serv-
ice to the communities of Ulster County.

Upon her arrival to Ulster County from the
Bronx, Shirley quickly became active in var-
ious community service organizations. It was
in her capacity as editor of the League of
Women Voters’ monthly newspaper that she
featured environmental articles prominently on
the front page and began to organize the
League around relevant environmental mat-
ters. On Earth Day in 1970, Shirley, along with
her League colleagues, founded the Environ-
mental Task Force of Ulster County. One of
the most notable public policy initiatives to
emerge from the Task Force was a broad-
based recycling program that laid the ground-
work for the county’s current recycling pro-
gram. Shirley later became the first chair-
person of the Ulster County Environmental
Council where she brought attention to the en-
vironmental concerns surrounding the genera-
tion of nuclear power and oversaw the organi-
zation of various environmental fairs.

Shirley went on to serve on the Ulster
County Resource Recovery Agency where she
formalized a recycling program that continues
to exist in the county. She oversaw significant
expansion of the Resource Recovery Agency
and its recycling program, including the con-
struction of the agency’s first sorting facility.

In addition to these notable endeavors, Shir-
ley has been deeply involved with the Ulster
County Jewish Federation and many of its
programs that support the community. She
volunteers regularly at her synagogue,
Ahavath Israel, and participates in many com-
munity service programs including the Federa-
tion’s Book Rescue Program and Project
Hope.

Mr. Speaker, | have had the pleasure of
knowing and working with Shirley Kobran for
more than thirty years. She has been a friend
and a valued adviser and we have worked
closely on many issues of importance to the
residents of Ulster County. Her work on behalf
of environmental issues and her community is
inspiring and commendable. It is with great
pleasure that | join the Ulster County Jewish
Federation in recognizing her outstanding con-
tributions and achievements.

———

H.R. 5429—AMERICAN-MADE
ENERGY AND GOOD JOBS ACT

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2006

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, before the Memo-
rial Day recess, we considered the misnamed
and misguided American-Made Energy and
Good Jobs Act (H.R. 5429). | voted against
this legislation, which unfortunately passed the
House of Representatives. As | have repeat-
edly stated, we must make a commitment to
a rational energy policy that promotes sustain-
able energy sources and conservation; not
continue the belief that we are going to drill
our way to energy independence.
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Two weeks ago we considered the Fiscal
Year 2007 Energy and Water Appropriations
bill which funds our Nation’s Department of
Energy programs, water and science pro-
grams, and some defense and agriculture re-
lated programs. Unfortunately, instead of mak-
ing a commitment to a rational energy policy,
the Energy and Water bill continues our de-
pendence on fossil fuels and continues our
practice of poisoning our lands, oceans, and
air. While the Energy and Water bill does in-
crease funding for alternative energy research
and development, we must do more. | was
pleased to learn that energy supply and con-
servation programs will receive more funding
in Fiscal Year 07 than they did last year. How-
ever, this is not even close to sufficient. Con-
gress still fails to recognize the dire situation
the world faces with regard to global warming
and the urgency of the action we must take.
It is apparent now to all but the willingly blind
that we are altering our climate in dangerous
and deadly ways, and that is threatening the
ability of the air and the oceans to sustain us.

We then considered a bill that will once
again allow drilling in the Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge. | wonder when my colleagues will
learn that drilling our way to energy independ-
ence is unrealistic and simply flawed logic.
The United States consumes 25 percent of the
world’s oil, yet we only have less than 3 per-
cent of the world’s proven oil reserves. Even
if we find oil in ANWR, we will not even come
close to lessening our dependence on foreign
oil.

We must focus on developing sustainable
energy sources and encouraging conservation.
We can do this by investing in programs that
make our schools, office buildings and homes
energy efficient. We must continue to invest in
transportation systems that optimize tech-
nology to efficiently and effectively move pas-
sengers while consuming less energy. In 2005
the Energy Information Administration esti-
mated that if oil was discovered in ANWR, it
would only lower gas prices by about one
penny per gallon twenty years from now. Re-
sponding to rising gas prices by drilling is sim-
ply not the answer.

My colleague from New York, Mr. BOEH-
LERT, pointed out during debate on the House
floor, that we have not considered one piece
of conservation legislation since the most re-
cent spike in gas prices in May of this year.
When will we realize that there are other
means to fulfilling our energy needs than de-
stroying our environment and disrupting habi-
tat and wildlife?

It is essential for us to do something dra-
matic. It is not enough for us to just do a little
bit better every year. This is the only way to
actually work our way to energy independ-
ence. Now is the time for my colleagues to
make a commitment to alternative energy
sources. We must continue to fight to preserve
our environment and develop energy sources
that are clean, safe, and sustainable.

———

TRIBUTE TO EL PRIMER PASO,
LTD.

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 6, 2006

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor El Primer Paso, Ltd., a pre-
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school in Dover, New Jersey, a vibrant organi-
zation | am proud to represent. On June 10,
2006 El Primer Paso is celebrating over 35
years of educating young, non-English speak-
ing children.

El Primer Paso is a non-profit early child-
hood education center. Its primary goals are to
provide opportunities for growth and develop-
ment of ideas, imagination, initiative and self-
reliance to the pre-school children who are en-
rolled in its program.

El Primer Paso prepares non-English speak-
ing children to meet the challenges of the
American school system. Adult English class-
es and other support services are also avail-
able to encourage parents to participate in
school and community activities. A two-day a
week pre-school program provides an extra
year of preparation for non-English speaking
children before they attend area schools.

El Primer Paso was founded in Dover by a
group of volunteers in the late 1960’s. The
program primarily serves low and moderate in-
come Hispanic families in Morris County, New
Jersey. It has grown and changed over the
years to meet the needs of this community. In
the 1970’s, parents requested adult English
classes to enable them to help their children
and to obtain better jobs. Today, the program
serves approximately 30 adults a year and in-
cludes training for driver’s tests and citizenship
tests and preparation for continuing education.

Mr. Speaker, | urge you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the dedicated and
talented trustees, staff and volunteers of El
Primer Paso, Ltd. on the celebration of over
35 years of providing critical educational serv-
ices to the Dover community.

———

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT APPROPRIATIONS  ACT,
2007

SPEECH OF

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2006

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5427), making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2007, and for other purposes:

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Chairman, | rise today to
bring your attention to a technology that will
revolutionize our electricity resources. This
Congress has recognized that energy chal-
lenges need to be explored through alter-
native, renewable and clean energy sources to
enable a diverse national energy resource
plan. However, the rhetoric of supporting alter-
nate fuels hasn't been met with the policies
enacted by the House of Representatives. The
Energy and Water Appropriations Act of Fiscal
Year 2007 fails to recognize an area of energy
exploration that other nations are well-ahead
of us in tapping—ocean wave energy.

There is an increasing need for reliable,
non-polluting sources of economic electrical
power throughout the world. The Electrical
Power Research Institute, EPRI, has carried
out a comprehensive economic study of wave
generation and has concluded that the eco-
nomics of wave generation are at least as fa-
vorable as for wind generation, EPRI study



