| N RESPONSE, PLEASE
REFER TO. MB60618A

July 23, 1996

VEMORANDUM FOR: James M Tayl or
Executive Director for Operations
FROM John C. Hoyle, Secretary [/s/
SUBJECT: STAFF REQUI REMENTS - BRI EFI NG ON STATUS OF

NRC OPERATOR LI CENSI NG | NI TI AL EXAM NATI ON
Pl LOT PROCESS, TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 1996
COMM SSI ONERS' CONFERENCE ROOM ONE WHI TE
FLI NT NORTH, ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND (OPEN TO
PUBLI C ATTENDANCE)

The Comm ssion was briefed on the results of the pilot program
that allowed NRC |icensees to develop and wite operator
Iicensing exans with NRC revi ew and approval .

The Conmmi ssion requested that the staff develop a detailed

rul emeki ng plan to justify changes that nmay be necessary to 10
CFR Part 55, Qperators' Licenses, to require that power reactor
facility licensees draft the operator |icensing exam nations in
accordance wth NUREG 1021. Along wth the rul emaking plan, the
staff should provide the follow ng itens:

1. A thorough di scussion that addresses the potential inpact of
t he proposed operator licensing rule on |icensees and why
this inpact on nuclear facilities does not constitute a
backfit.

2. A di scussion of the degree of acceptance by facility
| icensees of this new approach to operator |icensing.

3. A conprehensi ve di scussion of the pros and cons, and
vul nerabilities associated with proceeding with the operator
licensing plan industry wide. The review should include,
but not be limted to, a review of the inpact on |icensee



and NRC resources, the potential effects on reactor safety,
t he i nmpact of proposed NUREG 1021 revisions, potentia
public perceptions, and concerns raised by staff nenbers
with this approach.

4. The results of initial operator |icense exans that have been
gi ven both under the pilot program and under the present
program si nce SECY-96-123 was prepared. The results should
al so di scuss any trends observed.

5. A di scussion of industry comments received on draft NUREG
1021, Revision 8, an explanation of the staff's response to
t hose comments, and a justification for subsequent proposed
changes to the operator |icensing program

6. An expl anation of enhancenents to the new |icensing
exam nation process resulting fromthe review and feedback
fromthe pilot programresults.

( EDO) (SECY Suspense: 9/15/96)

The Conmi ssion does not intend to nake a decision on

i npl enentation of the revised exam nation process on an industry
wi de basis until the rul emaki ng plan and responses to the
additional itens |listed above are reviewed. Pending a final
Comm ssi on deci sion on the revised process the staff should
continue the pilot program It is anticipated that the

Comm ssion will receive the rul emaking plan pronptly and the
staff should not plan to continue the pilot program beyond July
1997.
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