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Disaster Assstance Availablefor Small Businesses

Sacramento, CA — Smadl, non-farm businesses in 64 Louisana Parishes (plus neighboring counties in
Arkansas, Mississippi, and Texas) may now apply for low-interest disaster loans from the U. S. Small Business
Adminigtration (SBA). “These disaster loans offset economic losses because of reduced revenues caused by
excessve rainfal, flooding, high winds, and tornadoes associated with and in addition to Hurricane Gustav and
the remnants of Hurricane Ike that occurred in the following primary Louisiana Parishes beginning September
1, 2008,” announced Alfred E. Judd, Director of SBA’s Disaster Field Operations Center - West.

Primary Louisana Parishes. Acadia, Allen, Ascension, Assumption, Avoyelles, Beauregard, Bosser, Caddo,
Cacaseu, Cddwel, Cameron, Catahoula, Claiborne, Concordia, East Baton Rouge, East Carroll,
East Feliciana, Evangdline, Franklin, Grant, Iberia, Iberville, Jefferson Davis, LaSdle, Lafayette,
Lafourche, Livingston, Madison, Morehouse, Natchitoches, Ouachita, Plaguemines, Pointe Coupee,
Rapides, Richland, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. Helena, St. James, S. John the Baptist, St. Landry,
. Martin, St. Mary, Tangipahoa, Tensas, Terrebonne, Union, Vermilion, Webster, West Baton Rouge,
West Carroll, and West Feliciang;

Neighboring L ouisiana Parishes. Bienville, De Soto, Jackson, Jefferson, Lincoln, Orleans, Red River, Sabine,
S. Tammany, Vernon, Washington, and Winn;

Neighboring Arkansas Counties. Ashley, Chicot, Columbia, Lafayette, Miller, and Union;

Neighboring Missssppi Counties. Adams, Amite, Claiborne, Issaquena, Jefferson, Pike, Warren,
and Wilkinson;

Neighboring Texas Counties: Cass, Harrison, Jefferson, Marion, Newton, Orange, and Panola

Small businesses and most private, non-profit organizations of any size may qualify for Economic Injury
Disaster Loans (EIDLS) of up to $2 million to help meet financid obligations and operating expenses which
could have been met had the disaster not occurred. “Eligibility for these working capital loans is based on the
financia impact of the disaster only and not on any actud property damage. These loans have an interest rate
of 4%, a maximum term of 30years, and are available to smal businesses and most private, non-profits
without the financia ability to offset the adverse impact without hardship,” Judd said.

By law, SBA makes EIDLs available when the U. S. Secretary of Agriculture designates an agricultura
disaster. Secretary Ed Schafer declared this disaster at the request of Governor Bobby Jindal.

Businesses primarily engaged in farming or ranching are not eigible for SBA disaster assstance. Agriculturd
enterprises should contact the Farm Services Agency (FSA) about the U. S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) assistance made available by the Secretary’ s declaration.

Information and application forms are avalable from SBA’s Customer Service Center by cdling
(800) 659-2955, emailing disagtercustomerservice@sbagov, or by vidting SBA's webdte at
www.sha.gov/services/disasterassstance. Hearing impaired individuals may cal (800) 877-8339. SBA's
Electronic Loan Application (ELA) isaccessible viaSBA’s secure Web Site a hitps://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela

The deadline to apply for these loansis June 3, 2009.

For more information visit SBA’s website at www.sha.gov/ser vices/disaster assi stance.
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