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Jose Szapocznik, Ph.D.  (Chair) 
Professional Title: Professor 
                              Director 
Affiliation:  University of Miami Miller School of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry & 
Behavioral Sciences, Center for Family Studies 
Contact:  jszapocz@med.miami.edu 

      Area of Expertise:  Family Therapy with Drug Abusing and Problem Behavior Minority Youth 
 
Sergio A. Aguilar-Gaxiola, M.D., Ph.D. 
Professional Title: Professor of Internal Medicine  
                              Director 
Affiliation: Center for Reducing Health Disparities (CRHD), University of California, Davis 
School of Medicine 
Contact: sergio.aguilar-gaxiola@ucdmc.ucdavis.edu 
Area of Expertise: Comparative Epidemiologic Research on Patterns and Correlates of 
Mental Disorders and Substance Abuse in General Population Samples and the 
Development and Testing of Culturally Sensitive Mental Health Diagnostic Instruments 
 
Hortensia Amaro, Ph.D. 
Professional Title:  Professor  
                               Director 
Affiliation:  Northeastern University, Institute on Urban Health Research, Bouve College of 
Health Sciences 

     Contact:  h.amaro@new.edu 
     Area of Expertise:  Substance Abuse, Co-occurring Disorders, Trauma, HIV/AIDS 
     Prevention, Community-based Treatment 
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Professional Title:  Executive Vice Provost 
Affiliation:  Earl R. Carlson Professor of Psychology, Professor of American Ethnic Studies, 
University of Washington, Department of Psychology 
Contact:  cauce@u.washington.edu 
Area of Expertise: Substance Abuse, Mental Health, Adolescence, Families, At-Risk 
Populations 
 
Joe L. Martinez, Jr., Ph.D. 
Professional Title:  Ewing Halsell Distinguished Chair 
Affiliation:  Ewing Halsell Distinguished Chair, University of Texas, San Antonio 
Cajal Neuroscience Research Center 
Contact:  jmatinez@utsa.edu
Area of Expertise: Addiction and the Hippocampus 
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Patricia E. Molina, M.D., Ph.D. 
Professional Title:  Ashman Professor of Physiology 
Affiliation:  Louisiana State University Health Science Center, Department of Physiology 
Contact:  pmolin@Isuhsc.edu 
Area of Expertise: Effect of Chronic Alcohol and Cannabinoids on Progression of HIV/AIDS, 
Particularly as It Pertains to Metabolic and Immune Alterations during the Course and 
Progression of Disease 

      
      Jose Humberto Nicolini-Sanchez, M.D., Ph.D. 

Professional Title:  Professor 
                               Director 
Affiliation:  Universidad de la Ciudad de Mexico Carraci Medical Group 
Contact:  nicolini_humberto@yahoo.com
Area of Expertise:  Hispanic Populations, Psychiatry, Addictions, Genetics, 
Psycopharmacology  
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Professional Title:  Professor  
                               Chair 
Affiliation:  University of Miami, Dept. of Anthropology 
Contact:  bryan.page@miami.edu
Area of Expertise:  Anthropology, Substance Abuse among Immigrant Populations, Family 
Intervention, HIV/AIDS 
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Professional Title:  Director 
Affiliation:  Universidad Central del Caribe, School of Medicine Center for Addiction 
Studies, Edificio Hospital Regional de Bayamón 

      Contact:  rrobles@uccaribe.edu 
Area of Expertise:  Substance Abuse, Risky Behavior, and HIV/AIDS 
 
Avelardo Valdez, Ph.D. 
Professional Title:  Professor  
                               Director 
Affiliation:  University of Houston, Graduate School of Social Work, Office of Drug & Social 
Policy Research 
Contact:  avaldez2@uh.edu 
Area of Expertise:  Substance Use and Its Consequences for Mexican Americans in South 
Texas and on the U.S. Mexico Border 
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William A. Vega, Ph.D. 
Professional Title:  Professor 
Affiliation:  David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA, Department of Family Medicine 
Contact:  wvega@mednet.ucla.edu 

     Area of Expertise:   Co-morbidities, Primary Care in the Detection and Treatment of Co-
morbidities, Substance Use Etiology, Health Services Utilization, Latino Child-Adolescent 
Drug Use 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


