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In 1974 the number of marriages performed in 
the United States declined for the first time in 16 
years. There were 2,229,667 marriages, a decrease 
of over 54,000 from the number performed in 1973. 

The marriage rate declined 3.7 percent in 1974; 
from 10.9 in 1973 to 10.5 per 1,000 population in 
1974. This was the lowest marriage rate for any year 
since 1968. In fact, the slight decline (0.9 percent) 
that occurred in the marriage rate in 1973 was the 
first reversal of the steep upward trend in the mar
riage rate that began in 1963. 

Provisional data for 1975 indicate a continuing 
decline. An estimated 2,126,000 marriages were per-
formed and the provisional marriage rate was 10.0 
per 1,000 population, a 4.8-percent decline from the 
rate for 1974. Even so, the marriage rate remains 
well above those of the midfifties through the mid-
sixties. 

The median age of brides and grooms at first 
marriage remained at 20.6 years and 22.5 years, 
respectively. The median age at remarriage has 
declined steadily for more than a decade. For women 
the median age at remarriage was 32.1 years, 3.5 
years lower than it was in 1963. For men, the median 
was 35.7 years, about 4 years lower than it was in 
1963. 

Based on information from the marriage regis
tration area, the proportion of marriages that are 
first marriages has decreased slightly every year 
since 1968 when 77 percent of the brides and grooms 
were previously single. By 1974 the proportion had 
declined to 72 percent for brides and 71 percent for 
grooms. 

For first marriages the marriage rates were 
higher for women than those for men at ages under 
25 years and higher for men than for women at ages 
25 years and over. At every age remarriage rates 
for men were higher than those for women. 

TsbIe 1. hfEDIAN AGES OF BRIDE AND GROOM BY PRDVIOUS 
MARITAL STATUS, 1963-74 

!.kiizm age of bride Kmian age of g?.mam 

r%w 
1974 22.0 20.6 32.1 24.2 22.5 35.7 
1973 --------- 21.9 20.6 32.3 24.1 22.5 36.3 
1972 --------- 21.7 20.5 32.8 23. e 22.4 3s. 5 
1971 21.7 20.5 32.9 23.7 22.5 3s.9 
1970 --------- 21.7 20.6 33.3 23.6 22.5 37.5 
1963 --------- 21. s 20.6 33.8 23.5 22.4 38.2 
19 Em--------- 21.5 20. s 33.8 23. s 22.4 38.3 
1967 
1966 
19 Em---------
1934---------
196s 

21.4 
21.5 
21.4 
21.4 
21.3 

20.5 
20.3 
20.4 
20.4 
20.3 

3s.0 23. s 
33.2 23. e 
33.5 23.6 
3s.6 23.6 
35.6 23.7 

22.6 39.1 
22. s 39.2 
22.5 39.6 
22.4 39.7A39. s 

II 

Total IIhweRelx3r- I 

122.5 

‘8~ 
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First marriage rates for both men and women 20-24 
years of age have been dropping shsrply in recent years. 
They declined 28 percent from 1970 to 1974. A suhsw.ntial 
decline (22 percent) was also observed for men at ages 25-
29 yexrs. Smaller reductkms in first marriage rates oc
cgrred for all other age groups shown in table 4 except for 
men at ages under 18 years and at 65 years and over and for 
women at ages 35-64, where the rates increased over those 
for 1970. 

Remarriage rates were bigher in 1974 than in 1970 for 
men and women under 25 years of age, for women 30.44 
years, and for men 65 years and over. They were lower 
fnr women 25-29 and 45-64 years, wfth nn change fnr women 
65 years and over. ‘They were also lower for men at ages 
25-64. 

Table 2. MARRIAGES A~–kfARRIAGE RATES: UNITED 
STATES, 195S -74 

[Data refer only to events occurring within theUnited States.

mask. included beginning 1959 and Hawaii beginning 1964


— 
Rate per 1,0001—


Year TotalIklmarriea buwmried 
women women 

,Opula-
.3years 13-44

tion 
nd over years 

——


2,226,667 10.s 72.0 128.4

1973------------- 2,2.94,108 10.9 76.0 137.3

1972------------- 2,2.92,%4 11.0 77.9 141.3

1971------------- 2,190>4?31 10.6 76.2 1.58.9

197c------------- S.802 10.6 76.5 140.2 
1989------------- 2;145;@0 10.6 60.0 149.1 
1968------------- 2,069,000 10.4 79.1 147.2 
1967------------- 1,927,000 9.7 76.4 145.2 
1966------------- 1,857,000 9.3 75.6 145.1 
1965------------- 1,600,0S0 9.3 73.0 144.3 
1964------------- 9.0 74.6 146.2 
1963------------ S.6 73.4 143.3 
lS62------------- 8.5 71.2 136.4 
1661------------- 6.5 72.2 145.4 
l.96C------------- 6.3 73.3 146.0 
le59------------- 6.5 73.6 149.6 
195’3------------- S.4 72.0 146.3 

2.2.5


lData are based onpopulatim enumerated as of April 1 for

1960 and 1970 and estimted .98of July 1 for allothe= years.


.SYMSOLS 

Data not available 

Category not applicably . . . 

Quati~ zero -

Quantity morethan Obutless than O.05----- 0.0 

Figure does not meet standards of 
relfakilityor precision * 

This report presents summary te.lxdatinns from the 
final msrriage statktke for 1974. More detaLled tsh
ulaticms for 1974 wfll be published in WfQ2Statistics 

of the United Slates, Volume IfI-Marrfage ami Divorce. 

Prior to the publication of that volume, the Nattonal 
,Center for Health Statistics will respnnd to requests 
for unpublished data whenever possible. 

p!able 3, MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGE RATES UNITED STATES, EACH REGION> 
DIVISION, AND STATE, 1972-74 

[Sy place of occurrence. Data are counts of mmwges pertoimed except as noted. FQtes 
per 1,000 population in each area, estim.ted as of JulzI I] 

ReEion, division,

and State


United Stateo 

Northeast 
North Central-------------

South---------------------

West----------------------


Northe-t:

New England-------------

Middle Atlantic---------


North Central:

East north Central------

West North Centra+------


Sout.h:

South Atlsmtio----------

East South Central-----

west Smrth central-----


west
:

Mountain 
Pacific


New Englmd: 
Maine-------------------

NeT?Hmpshire -----------

Venrumt-----------------

4@ BachuBetts

Hnode Isle.nd

Connecticut


Middle Atlantic:

LVevYork----------------

New Jersey--------------

Pwlm3ylmnia------------


East North Centrsl:

Ohio--------------------

Indians-----------------

nxin0i5----------------

Michigan

Wimomin


West North Central:


Minnesota---------------

Ida--------------------

Ninsovri----------------

Notih hkota ------------

South rakuta------------

Nebrmka----------------

Ihk9ae------------------


South Atlantic:

Ikmmmre

lrwma---.-----.-----


mhati of Colmbia----

Virginia

west vir@ia

North Carolina----------

South Carolina----------

Oeorgia-----------------

F1.oriaa


East South Central:

Kentucky----------------

Tennemee ---------------

A7AbK!@E


Number	 Rste

—


1974 1973 1972 1974 1973 1972


-


,229,667 2,2S4,10S ?,z8’2,154 10.5 10.9 11.0 

40s,521 422,885 425,955 6.1 8.5 s.6 

574,059 581,544 577,429 10.0 10.1 10.1 

803,369 023,947 618,405 12.0 12.5 12.6 

449,71.E 455,732 460,365 12.1 ls.s 3.S.8 

101,397 106,426 107,12.I. 6.3 8.8 8.6 
301,124 316,459 318,844 8.1 e.4 8.5 

403,672 412,324 409,206 9.9 10.1 10.0 
168,367 169,220 168,223 10.1 10.1 10.1 

325,457 398,544 394,392 11.6 12.3 12.4 
161,330 167,174 170,054 1s.1 2.2.6 12.9 
‘256,0S2 258,229 253,959 %2 ..4 12.7 3.2.7 

2L3,634 211,738 209,980 22.7 23.1 23.6 
S36,064 243,994 250,365 6.5 6.9 9.2 

11,546 3.1,925 11,739 1.3-.o 33..6 12..4 
9,239 9,557 9,752 11.4 12.1 1.2.6 
4,652 5,072 5,068 9.9 10.9 3.2..1 
44,243 46,640 48,169 7.6 8.0 6.3 
7,255 7,71.3 7,058 7.7 7.9 6.1 
24,462 25,517 24,4S5 7,9 6.3 7.6 

146,0L2 3.53,660 16’L,672 8.2 S.3 8.6

56,449 59,723 56,476 7.7 6.1 8.0

96,263 101,076 6’6,496 8.2 8.5 6.3


102,45a 99,524 96,297 9.3 9.3 9.0

60,524 58,428 61,2s2 XL.h 11.o Il.. 
116,419 119,843 118,592 10.5 10.7 10.5 
66,023 94,486 94,447 6.7 10.4 10.3 
38,248 40,043 30,608 8.4 6.6 8.3 

6


33,547 32,971 32,227 8.6 S.5 8.3 
27,209 27,544 26,603 9.5 6.5 9.2 
31,434 51,990 53,372 10.6 10.9 SL.2 
5,903 5,875 3,2S6 9.3 9.2 9.3 

-Ll,928 12,291 1.2,1.31 17.5 17.9 17.9 
3.3,873 13,937 14,106 9.0 9.1 9.2 

24,4% 24,592 23,878 10.8 10.8 10.5 

4,14s 4,298 4,362 7.2 7.5 7.s 
47,013 4s,168 49,924 11.3 11.s 3.’2.3 
5,271 5,6SI 6,292 7.3 7.6 e.4 
56,617 58,431 55,663 11.5 12.1 3.3..7 
17,409 16,199 16,270 9.7 10.1 10.2 
43,01.5 46,951 48>766 8.4 8.9 9.3 
52,996 56,876 59,983 19.0 20.9 22.3 
66,656 70,373 66,756 13.7 14.7 14.5 
90,337 89,587 62,176 11.2 11.7 12..2 

32,20C 34,379 33,423 6.8 10.3 10.7

54>606 56,285 36,164 r.3.2 13.6 13tf

46,811 47,997 49,764 13.1 12.6 14.1


Nissimipp-i 27,613 28,m.3 28,703 11.9 12.5 12:7. 

West South Central: 
Arkemw---------------- 124,735 25,202 25,202 %2. o 12.4 12.6 

IouiBians--------------- 38,185 32,496 38,98% 10.1 10.5 10.4 
Oilahm, a---------------- 40,16C 41,367 40,767 14.8 15.5 15.3 
Team------------------- 153>002 132,162 149,006 12.7 12.9 lz.a 

Mountain: 
Mcmtam------------------ 7,741 7,751 7,674 10.5 10.6 10.7 
Idaho------------------- 12,48s 12,236 12,066 13.6 ‘J-3.9 16.$, 

Wyoming----------------- 6,04e 5,506 5,357 16.S 3.3.6 13.’3 
Colorado---------------- 25,99S 27,991 27,095 10.4 11.5 11.5 
New lfetico 1.5,178 214,167 14.2 J.3.7 213.2 

Arizona----------------- +% 26,160 223,316 212.6 12.7 211.$ 

Utah-------:------------ 15,16E 14,818 13,935 12.9 22.6 12.4 

Nevada------------------ 103,287 10s,076 106,346 180.3 .S6.3 196.3 

P8cifi.: 
Washington 41,577 41,365 41,61S 12.0 ls.1 12.2 

Oregon------------------ 20,002 19,661 19,265 8.8 S.8 S.8 

California 160,687 169,320 175,924 7.7 8.2 8.6 

Qasm 3,945 3,872 3,826 12..7 11.7 11.6 

Xs.wsii 9,645 9,776 9,750 n. 4 11.8 n. 9


%ta are incomplete.

21nClUdeB mrrie@? licenses issued for some counties.


1974 
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Table 4. MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGE RATES BY AGE, PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS, AND COLOR 03? BRIDE AND GROOM MARRIAGE. 

REGISTRATION A133A; 1974 

hi FkO Of 0..-.... Wed ~ ample 6A.. R.ateoper l,OCO population in specjfied group, estfmted as of Jd.y 1, 1974. Flgures for ege nut stated 
are Oistribwt.ed] 

I 
Bride I Groom 

Age and pre.rlounmz.ritalstntui3 
Total 

Color color 

+ I mite not White not 
:tated~ other 

:tated3Zw.rber ‘tc= II mmbex I Fatez 

NIL MPmAGEa 

Total 1,791,452 

T
61.0 1,013,030 Ml, 014 604,40E 1,791,452 73.8 ,G40,372 146,672 604,408 . ~ 

,43s 34,307 129,S39 
25-29 years----------------------------------------- 123,286 2.S2.3 55,253 14,391 53,442 a31,731 141.0 l18,55C 21,222 91,956 
30-34 ~m----------------------------------------- 30>634 66.2 2.s,548 4,335 u, 931 57,317 a3.3 7,520 24,6S3 
35-44 Year&---------------------------------------- 19,343 33.0 6,667 3,987 6,699 32,557 37.4 z;% 5,5a4 3.3,23a 

45-64 y2S.I'9------------------------------------------- 10,020 9.6 3,74B 1,742 4,530 15,7e3 1.2.6 6,814 2,57Z 6,397 
65 yew and over------------------------------------- 636 0.8 326 62 250 1,580 3.5 a24 234 702 

14-17 yczrs------------------------------------------- 180,872 25.9 la2,e20 14,e63 43,187 31,466 4.2 23,317 1,524 6,627 
18-19 ylxlm ------------------------------------------- =2, 693. 138.9 233,755 27,960 121,176 222,097 67.9 142,753 16,799 62,345 
20-24 yew------------------------------------------- 643,709 
25-44 yem.s------------------------------------------- 460,3(17 

174.6 
U&7 

365,0s8 
249,3e6 

46,769 
42,263 

231,902 
168,651 

727.704 
S39;182 

150.9 
14% 4 

421,349 
353,130 

57,4M 246,741 
55,1.Z,6 229,916 

25-29 years----------------------------------------- 236,SI.9 Ea. 9 125,65s 21,113 89,24s 342,599 176.1 la9,959 z7,691 2.24,949 
30-34 ~m----------------------------------------- 107,918 ZJ.7.8 58,727 9,594 39,597 146,775 334.0 81,52.2 1.3,356 53,907 
35-M yean?------------------------------------------ U5,763 7S.2 65,001 U,576 39,186 146,808 105.5 21,679 14,069 51,060 

45-64 yem------------------------------------------- 105.565 21.4 62,034 8,946 34,5& 139,733 34.3 60,176 12,972 46,563 
63 yearn ma Oar------------------------------------- 16;l13 2.3 9,997 1,191 4,9Z7 3Z,2S2 17.2 19,4Z5 2,S47 10,016 

maim W&------------------------------------------ 22.0 ... el.7 22.6 22.5 24.2 ... 23.9 24.8 24.6 

Fm?m M4STmm3 

Total------------------------------------------- l,271,2a4 109.625 449,42.? 1,232,770 61.6 703.607 108.763 440,4ca 

14-17 YK!rO------------------------------------------- 176,169 25.2 119,125 14,300 42,.55% 30,ea2 4.2 22>837 1,469 6,576 
18-19 years------------------------------------------- 324,704 2.33.5 219,328 26,971 U6,405 217>675 66.6 ue ,16e 16,352 62,155 
20-24 yearn------------------------------------------- 546,z9O 3.59.5 294,991 44,017 207,282 665,245 141.6 376,725 33,ao9 234,711 
25-44 years------------------------------------------- 173,4e3 63.7 74,466 2Z,733 76,262 3Z1,603 100.4 3.37 

Minim OJe-------------------------------------------- 20.6 ... 20.2 21.1 
T

22.5 ... 22.1 23.1 23.021.1


I.riwmn


423,Em 40.0 3L0,747 :!1, 

14-19 yea.m------------------------------------------- 13,564 * 11,034 374 2,EE 1,722 * l,5z.1 7X 140 
20-24 YWX3------------------------------------------- 87.06e ‘332.1 59,760 3,809 23,49: 4a,537 ‘367.1 33,757 2>312 12,868 
25-44 w?------------------------------------------- 282;780 147.3 17Z>309 K3,85Z 91,61.E 309,765 2s1.9 190,431 20,107 89,2Z7 

?!02 ls9.1 317,440 33,31.7 161,406


“—._—

25-29 yew----------------------------------------- 2.2-0,601 230.4 88,448 6,290 33,s63 10s,359 33S.7 67,734 6,043 32,582 
30-34 years----------------------------------------- 76,363 169.7 43,7a7 5,149 25,427 90,034 324.1 55,367 5,624 Z9,043 
35-%4 yearn ---------------------------------------- 55,816 97.0 5a,074 7,4X5 30,325 u3,31z 217.S 67,330 6,3eo 37,602 

45-S4 yepo ------------------------------------------- 95,023 24.4 5a.c43 7>lm 29,242 123,096 93.3 72,9e7 10,244 39,S65 
a5 K= ~d OWE------------------------------------ 13,406 11 4,67E 30,E43 21.4 la,754 2,5s3 9,3062.5 1,129


hfedim age-------------------------------------------- 35.0 3Z.E 33.7 ... 35.C 39.0 36.332.1 ““II 313 
49,m? 6,04e 17,795 62,a90 38.9 40>621 6,070 la,199 

14-24 ye?.r3------------------------------------------- * 2>661 l,93a 208 52.7 a94 * 449 lzo 113 
25-44 yearn------------------------------------------- 20>097 661.6 3.3>01.5 2,057 5,0M 9,240 3L36.1 5,776 1,033 Z,431 
45-64 yeElrs 39,245 16.3 26,S40 2,98e 9,41s 32,3.30 69.6 20,434 3,Z62 6,454 
65 yearn ma mm------------------------------------- 23.>537 2.2 7,896 797 2,244 20,S06 19.2 13,96z 1,645 5,199 

Median a~e-------------------------------------------- 52..9 ... 52.1 49a 52.2 59.2 ... 59.e 57.5 5a.o 

Rm50wly divorccd5------------------------------ 34a,oo7 lZ1. i z43,076 Z2,737 e2,z94 376,026 198.7 259,945 2a,2u 89,a69 

14-19 yecun------------------------------------------- * 2.2.,X54 9 ,a21 337 976 1,397 * 1,!333 24 40 
20-24 ycam ------------------------------------------- 71>601 ‘336.3 54,ee7 3,323 7..3,391 40>306 ‘325.a 31,34a 2,005 6,953 
25-M yCIZS------------------------------------------- 221,933 166.0 149,323 15,266 57,3cu 255,301 2s6.9 174,825 17,292 63,2.24 

41,5a6 41.0 27,772 3,5s3 10,2U 73,z3e 101.6 46,436 6,181 16,619 
65 ye?-?wau?,-r------------------------------------- 1,753 6.7 1,213 22a 312 5,724 34.6 3,941 710 1,133 

Median WC-------------------------------------------- 30.0 ... 29.5 32.7 30.9 33.6 ... 33.1 35.9 34.7 

Eot ctated ir widowed or divorced7---------------- 72,3C4 ... 17,964 2,517 m,ao3 75,Z47 ... 16,874 3,036 35>339 

PrWlouwly Wmw&------------------------------- 73,530 ‘.111 

Tim Za!ErmlIF Plimmu2LY 1,---------------------- 26,327 ...11 20,237 2,687 3,203 Z4,519 ... 19,3Z5 2,392 2,602


II


% 1974 the MM comisted of the DIutrlct of Colmbia and all the States in the Union except 9; drizom, Arke.nsas,Colorado, Ziem.da,New Mexico, North

M-vat% O!-lahma, !!exus,and Washington. It covered aO percent of the mxriege. registered in the United 3tate@. Zmnplina errors of estimates for the lEA

appear”in table 5.


‘Ease poptd.ations ey~lude persona tinder14 yezm of We. Pates for all mzmlazea are based on the uamarrie6 population; for firzt mzrrhges, on the


never-tied population; and for rem.srriwes, cm the widcmd md divorced population.

3FIWCD include CM R for California, I:hrylmd, Emmchum?tta, 14tchiE2.n,
l:ewYozZ, and Chio; these =32 did not require XepOItiUS of race or color.

%t m ore shmm for q?es 14-24 YCO,Hl
.

5mt.3 exclude remrri~cs in Michipn, Ohio, and south Ccmlim.

eF& eo are chown for a.gm 14-!4 yearn. ..0.,*,..


72ata include ell remarri@@o in IfdcbiGaa,Chio, md South Carolina.

8FIEUZW3 are included in az.z.
-wm.
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Place and Time of Occurrence	 fore, these statistics are subject to sampling errors. A 
sampling error is a measure of variations that occur by 

Marriages are those performed during the year. Mar- chance between sample estimates and the actual quantity 
riages and marriage rates for States and other areas are being estimated. Chances are about 68 out of 100 that an 

by place of occurrence. In table 3, however, figures for estimate would differ from the true value by less than the 
marriages shown for some States are by place and date the sampling error, and about 95 out of 100 that the difference 
marriage license was issued. would be less than twice the sampling error. 

Sources of Data I 
Figures in tables 2 and 3 are based on totals reported 

by States and counties. All other figures in the tables are APPROXIMATE SAMPLING ERRORS OF ESTIMATED NTJM-

based on data tabulated from probability samples of records BERS OF MARIUAGES SHOWN IN TABLE 4 

selected in the National Center for Health Statistics from 
copies of the records sent in by States participating in the Percent of total 

Total MM Ssmpling
marriage-registration area: Fox 1972, 1973, and 1974, 41 marriages in 1974 

b2RAmarriages in 
error 

subclassStates and the District of Columbia participated. 

Marriage Sample 1 or 99 45s 
2 or 98 645 
3 or 97 786 

Records were sampled at different rates designed to 4 or 96 903 
give a sample of at least 2,500 records for each State ex- 5 or 95 1,004 

7 or 93 1,175 

For these States all records were included in the sample. 15 OT 85 1,645 
Florida supplied a State-coded tape of its marriage rec-
ords and 100 percent were used by NCHS. One-half of all 
records were included from 7 States and the District of 

20 or 80 1,843 
25 or 75 1,995 
50 2,303 

Columbia, one-f ifth from 9 States, one-tenth from 13 How to use the Sampling.Error Table 
States, and one-twentieth from 7 States. The total sample 
size was 290,011 marriages. Sampling errors shown in For any estimate of marriage shown in table 4, determine its 

�..”.. 
. 

cept four, where less than 5,000 marriages were performed. 1,791,500 
10 or 90 1,382 

the following table are for frequencies which equal a speci- ratio to total MM marriages. Then look in the appropriate row 

fied percent of the MRA in 1974. on the table for the percentage figures closest to the esti
mate to determine the sampling error. For exsmple,there were

348,007 marriages to women who had been previously divorced. 

Sampling Errors or 19.4 percent of all MM marriages. Since 19.4 percent is 
between 15 snd 20 percent,the ssmpling error is between 1,645

and 1,S43,or by interpolation,about 1,819 marriages. Chances


All statistics for the MRA are estimates based on the are about 6S out of 100 that the actual number of marriages to 
systematic sample of marriages described above; there- divorces is between 346,1S8 and 349,S26 (348,007 ~ 1,S19). 
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