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Registered Births 

In 1973 there were 3,136,965 registered live births 
in the United States, a decline of 3.7 percent from 
3,258,411 in 1972. Provisional data through November 
indicate no further decline in 1974. 

Fertility Rate 

In 1973 the fertili~ rate was 69.2 births per 1,000 
women 15-44 years of age, the lowest ever observed in 
the United States. It was nearly 6 percent lower than the 
rate of 73.4 in 1972 and almost 44 percent lower than 
the rate of 122.7, adjusted for underregistration, ob
served in 1957. The fertility rate declined between 1957 
and 1968, increased slightly until 1970, and then con
tinued to decline through 1973. 

Birth Rate 

The birth rate was 14.9 births per 1,000 popu
lation in 1973, nearly 5 percent lower than the rate of 
15.6 in 1972. It was the second consecutive year in 
which both the birth and fertilily rates were below the 
low rates of the 1930’s. Although the fertility rate re
mained above the level of the 1930’s until 1972, the 
birth rate has been at or below the low rates of the 
1930’s since 1966. This is because the childbearing 
population (assumed to consist of women 15-44 years 
of age) is now a smaller proportion of the total popu
lation than in the prewar years. In 1936, the middle 
of the 1933-39 period, the childbearing population con
stituted 24 percent of the total population; in 1973 it 
was 22 percent. As a result of the decIine in this pro-
portion, the fertility of these women cannot maintain 
the birth rate of the total population at the same IeveI 
relative to the fertility rate as in the 1930’s. 

Figuro 1. LIVE BIRTHS AND FERTILITYRATESC UNITED STATES, 1910.73 
MILL1ONS BIRTHs PER 1.003 

OF BIRTHS (Segiming 1959 trend linesam basedon registeredJivebirtk; tre.dhes for 1910.1959 X. Eased oz. Ike birth adjusted for underregktration) 
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Age of Mother 

The number of births and birth rates decreased 
between 1972 and 1973 for all women except those under 
15 years of age, who account for a very small propor
tion of total births. The number of births for women 
under 15 years increased 6 percent. The smallest de-
crease, 1 percent, occurred for women aged 25-29 
and 30-34 years, while other decreases ranged from 2 
percent for women aged 15-19 years to 15percent for 
women 45-49 years. 

During 1973 the birth rate for women under 15 
years of age increased 8 percent. Declines in birth 
rates ranged from nearly 4 percent for women 15-19 
years to 25 percent for women 45-49 years of age. 

Live-Birth Order 

During 1973 birth rates for all birth orders de
clined. The magnitude of the decline generally in-
creased with each subsequent birth order after second 
order births. The rate for first order births decreased 
4 percent; for second order births, 2 percent; and for 
higher order births decreases ranged from 8 to 25 
percent. 

Age of Mother and Live-Birth Order 

The declines in the birthrates by age of mother 
and by live-birth order were all more than10 percent 
between 1970 and 1973. This masks some smaller de-
clines and some increases in the rates for certain 
birth orders within age groups. Forall agescombined 
the declines in the rates for third and higher order 
births were nearly twice the declines for first and 
second order births (at least 28percentcompared with 
less than 16 percent). In some age groups differences 
in rates of decline were even wider. For example, for 
the age group 25-29 years the rates for third and 
higher order births declined more than 30 percent be-
tween 1970 and 1973, while the rates for first and 
second orders declined less than 8percent, duein part 
to a slight increase from 1972 to 1973: For the age 
group 30-34 years the rate for first order births was 
the same in 1970 and 1973, while the rate for second 
order births increased slightly; rates for third and 
higher orders declined by more than 20 percent. 

Color and Race 

In1973the fertility rate was65,3 births per 1,000 
women for white women and 94.3 for both all otherl 
and Negro women. The differential between rates for 
white and Negro women narrowed from 1965 to 1970. 

l.is used throughout this report the term “all other” refer= to the 

combinwl grouping or all races other than \vhit.e. 

The race differential widened during 1971 and 1972 
because the fertility rate for white women decreased 
at a faster rate than for Negro women. During 1973, 
however, the race differential again decreased be-
cause of the larger decline in the fertility rate for 
Negro women than for white women. 

Geographic Division and State 

Numbers of births and birth rates forgeographi.c 
divisions and States areshown intable8, Numbers of 
births declined for all divisions except the Mountain 
Division and for all States except Idaho, Wyoming, 
Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, and Utah, all of which 
are included in the Mountain Division. Birth rates de
clined for all divisions and all States except Idaho and 
Utah. 

Sex Ratio of Births 

Thesexratioofbirths occurringin1973was 1,052 
males per 1,000 females. This ratio varies little from 
year to year andisconsistently higher for white than 
for Negro births. In 1973thisratio wasl,057 for white 
births andl,028for Negro births. 

Month of Birth 

Table 7 shows the final numbers of birtbs in 1973 
by month of birth and race and the observed and 
seasonally adjusted birth and fertility rates. 

Attendant at Birth 

In 1973, 99.3 percent of all live births were 
classified as having been delivered by physicians in 
hospitals, Physicians outside hospitals delivered 0.2 
percent, and midwives and other and unspecified per-
sons delivered the remaining 0.5 percent. 

Age of Father 

In 1973 the birth rate for men was 56.1 births 
per 1,000 men aged 15-54 years, a decline of 6 percent 

from the rate of 59.4 in 1972. The birth rate for white 
men decreased 6 percent from 54.9 in 1972 to 51.8 
in 1973. The birth rate for Negro men also decreased 
6 percent from 93.0 in 1972 to 87.3 in 1973. For white 
men the highest rate (127.2) was observed for men 
aged 25-29 years, while for Negro men the highest 
rate (189.5) was observed for men 20-24 years. 

Birth rates for men declined for all age groups 
except 55 years and over, where it remained the 
same. The largest decline, 12 percent, occurred 
among men aged 50-54 years. Declines for other age 
groups ranged from3 to 10 percent. 
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Figure 2. BIRTH RATES BY AGE OF MOTHER: UNITED STATES, 1945-73 

1959(Beginning trend lines are based on registe~d live births; trend lines for 1945.59 are based on Jive 
births adjusted for underraqiwation) %. 
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Weight at Birth as in 1972. White infants had a Mgher median weight 

(3,350 grams) than Negro infants (3,140 grams), 
Low-birth-weight infants are those who weigh a difference of approximately 7 ounces. 

2,500 grams (5 pounds 8 ounces) or less at birth. 
During 1973, 7.6 percent of all live births were in 

Multiple Birthsthis category compared with 7.7 percent in 1972. 
The proportion of Negro infants of low birth weight There were 57,721 live births in multiple de
(13.3 perc?smt) was more than twice as high as the liveries in 1973. The multiple birth ratio was 18.4 
proportion of white infants (6.4 percent). live births in multiple deliveries per 1,000 total live 

The median birth weight for all infants was births. The ratio for white births was 17.7, and for 
3,31O grams, or about 7 pounds 5 ounces. the same Negro births it was 22.2. 
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Illegitimate Births 

National estimates of the number of illegitimate 
births are based on information reported on the birth 
certificates of 38 States and the District of Columbia. 

In 1973 there were an estimated 407,300 ille
gitimate births, an increase of 1 percent over 1972. 
Of these illegitimate births, 163,000 were white, an 
increase of nearly 2 percent since 1972. This followed 
a decrease in the number of white illegitimate births 
for 2 consecutive years. Negro illegitimate births 
increased less than 1 percent, to 234,500 in 1973, 

The number of illegitimate births to women under 
15 years of age increased 10 percent in 1973. This 
was due largely to the almost 19-percent increase for 
white women in this age group. The number of ille
gitimate births increased 1 percent for women aged 
15-19 years and 5 percent for women aged 25-29 
years. Decreases occurred for all other age groups 
and ranged from less than 1 percent to 5 percent. 

The illegitimacy rate, which is a measure of 
the “risk” of having an illegitimate birth, declined 
for the third consecutive year, foIlowinga period of 
aImost uninterrupted increase from 1962 to 1970. 
It decreased 2 percent, from 24.9 iHegitimate births 
per 1,000 unmarried women in 1972 t024.5in 1973. 
Decreases observed in rates for white and Negro 
women were 1 and 3 percent, respectively. The rate 
decreased for all age groups except 15-19 years, 
where it remained the same as in 1972. The rate 
increased slightly for white women 15-19 years and 
40 years and over and for Negro women 30-34 years 
but decreased for another age-race groups. 

The illegitimacy ratio increased 5 percent, to 
129.8 illegitimate births per 1,000 live births. This 
increase is largely attributable to the declining num
bers of legitimate births. 

Interval Since Last Live Birth 

The date of Iast live birth, reported by 40 States 
and the District of Columbia in 1973, is used to com
pute the interval since last live birth for second and 
higher order births. 

The mean interval since last live birth increased 
from42.6m onthsin1972t 043.3 months in 1973. For 
white births it increased from 43.0 to 43.6 months, 
while for Negro birthsit increased from 41.0 to 42.4 
months. 

The mean interval since last live birth increased 
with ‘increasing birtl-f order from 39.2 months for 
second order births to 51.2 months for fifth order 
births and then decreased to 42.6 months for births of 
eighth and higher order. 

Of all second and higher order births, 27.1 percent 
were born within 24 months of the last live birth, a 

decline from 29.6 percent in 1972. In 1973 the comp
arable proportions were 25.6 for white births and 34.2 � 
for Negro births. In 1972 they were 28.1 and 37.2 per-
cent, respectively. 

The percent of live births occurring less than 24 
months since the last live birth decreased from 27.1 
for second order births to 26.6 for third order births 
and then increased to 33.7 for eighth and higher order 
births. 

Educational Attainment of Mother and Father 

During 1973, 41 States and the District of Co
lumbia reported educational attainment of parents on 
the birth certificate. In these reporting areas 69.4 
percent of all mothers and 75.9 percent of all fathers 
of live births occurring in that year had completed at 
least 12 years of formal education in public schools or 
the equivalent in accredited private or parochial 
schools. The proportion of parents having no more than 
8 years of schooling decreased to 6.7 percent of 
mothers and 7.4 percent of fathers, continuing a steady 
decline since 1969, the first year educational attainment 
data were available. 

Although the race differential continued to de-
crease, the educational attainment of white mothers 
was still higher than that of Negro mothers. Of those 
white mothers giving birth in 1973, 73.3 percent had 
compIeted 12 years or more of formal schooling com
pared with 51.5 percent of Negro mothers. The race 
differential for fathers has not been as great as for 

� 
mothers and has been narrowing also. The proportion 
of white fathers having completed 12 years or more 
of schooling was 77.5 percent and of Negro fathers it 
was 64.1 percent. 

The median number of years of school completed 
by white mothers of infants born in 1973 was 12.5, 
while for Negro mothers it was 12.0. For white fathers 
the median was 12.7 years and for Negro fathers, 12.3 
years. 

By age of mother, the median years of school com
pleted among mothers 15 years of age and over rose 
from 11.2 for mothers 15-19 years to 12.7 for mothers 
25-29 years and then declined to 12.2 for mothers 40 
years and over. A similar pattern was observed for 
white mothers, with a low of 11.3 for mothers 15-19 , 
years, a peak of 12.8 at ages 25-29 years, and a de-
crease to 12.3 at ages 40 years and over. For Negro 
mothers the median rose from 11.1 for mothers 15-
19 years to 12.4 for mothers 25-29 years and then de-
creased to a low of 10.8 for mothers 40 years and over. 

By live-birth order, the median years of school 
completed by all mothers decreased from 12.5 for 
first and second order births to 10.7 for eighth or 
higher order births. Similar patterns were observed 
for white and Negro mothers. 
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Month of Pregnancy Prenatal Care Began 

9 In 1973, 42 States and the District of Columbia 
reported month of pregnancy prenataI care began. 
The proportion of mothers beginning care during the 
first trimester of pregnancy increased from 69.4 
percent in 1972 to 70.8 percent in 1973. The pro-
portion with no prenatal care decreased from 1.6 
percent in 1972 to 1.5 percent in 1973. 

There was a large difference between white and 
Negro mothers in the distributions by time of first 
prenatal visit. While 74.9 percent of white mothers 
began care during the first trimester, only ’51.5 per-
cent of Negro mothers began care during this tri
mester. Only 1.1 percent of white mothers had no 
care in contrast to 3.4 percent of Negro mothers. 

Among infants born to mothers having no. pre-
natal care, 21.1 percent were in the low-birth-weight 
category (2,500 grams or less), while among those 
born to mothers with some care, only 7.2 percent 
were in this category. The proportions of low-birth-
weight infants born to white and Negro mothers 
having no care were 17.5 percent and 27.4 percent, 
respectively, and to those having some care, 6.2 
percent and 12.6 percent, respectively. 

Number of Prenatal Visits 

� 
In 1973, 38 States and the District of Columbia 

reported the number of prenatal visits on the birth 
certificate. The median number of prenatal visits 
was 10.6 for all mothers receiving prenatal care, 
10.9 for white mothers, and 8.6 for Negro mothers. 

SOURCES 

Data shown in this report for 1973 are based on 
copies of all birth certificates in Colorado, Florida, 
Maine, Michigan, Missouri, New Hampshire, New York 
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The number of prenatal visits is correlated with 
the trimester of pregnancy in which prenatal care 
began in the 37 States and the District of Columbia in 
which both items were reported. The median number 
of prenatal visits for mothers beginning care in the 
first trimester was 11.7; in the second trimester, 
8.3; and in the third trimester, 4.6. Comparable 
medians for white motliers were 11.9, 8.7, and 4.9 
visits and for Negro mothers, 10.2, 7.2, and 4.2 
visits, indicating that a portion of the race differential 
observed for median number of visits can be attrib
uted to the trimester in which prenatal care began. 

There was a slight increase in the median number 
of prenatal visits for both racial groups and for each 
trimester of first visit between 1972 and 1973. ( 

Period of Gestation i 

A premature infant is one born before 37 weeks 
of gestation. In 1973, 40 States and the District of. Co
lumbia measured length of gestation from the first 
day of the mother’s last normal menstrual period 
(LMP). In LMP reporting areas during 1973 there was 
a decline of 4 percent in the proportion of live births 
considered premature (9.6 percent in 1972 ~d 9.2 per-
cent in 1973). More than twice as high a proportion of 
Negro infants (16.7 percent) as white infants (7.7 per-
cent) born in LMP reporting areas were premature. 

Of all births occurring in LMP reporting areas in 
1973, 35.5 percent were born at 37-39 weeks gestation, 
22.4 percent were born at 40 weeks gestation, and 
24.5 percent were born at 41-42 weeks gestation. 

OF DATA 

(exclusive of New York City), Rhode Island, and 
Vermont and on 50 percent of the birth certificates 
received from aIl other areas. 

This report presents summary tabulations from the final nataIi~ statistics 
for 1973. More detailed tabulations for 1973 will be published in Vital Sta
tistics of the United States, 1973, Volume I—Natality. Prior to the publica
tion of that volume, the National Center for Health Statistics will respond 
to requests for unpublished data whenever possible. 

I J 
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Table 1. LIVE BIRTHS, BIRTH RATES, AND FERTILITY RATES, BY RACE! UNITED STATES, 1950, 1955, 1960, AND 1965-73 

~irth rates per 1,000 populationin specifiedgroup. Fertilttwratesper 1,000 women wed 15-44 yearn in Bpecified group]


rate
Birth rate Fertilii.y


I 

Year 

II
AU other Pm other .411other 

?btal. Nhite Total !%ite 

TotalTotal Nemo II k 
REGISTEREDBHHiS’ -+--- + 

1973: 14.9 13.9 21.9 

1912 15.6 14.6 22.9 
1S713 17.2 16.-2 24.1 

19703 10.4 17.4 25.1 
19693 17!8 16.9 24.4 
Isles 17.5 16.6 24.2 

19674 17.6 16.6 25.0 
19G63---------------------------------- 18.4 17.4 26.1 
ls65~ 19.4 16.3 27.6 
lgso~ 23,7 22.7 32.1 

B191W3ADJUSTEDFOR UITD=1STSATION 

1955 61.2,000 558,251 2s.0 23.6 %.5 
1950 524,000 466,716 24.1 22.0 53.3 

F 

‘2e@nninE 19?0, exclude.birth.to nonreeldent.Of the UnitedStat
....

‘Easedon 100 percentof births in selectedStetesand on a 50-percentsampleof births 1. all other2tates:... sources.9 Data.

‘&Bed cm 8.so-percentmuwle of births.

43aw6 on a 20- to 50- !X,eentS@JIU)le
of birth,.


Table 2. BIRTHS BY AGE OF MOTHER, LIVE-BIRTH ORDER, AND RACE UNITED STATES, 19’(3 

[t+amd m 100 percent of birthsin eelected3tate5 and on a 50-Eercentsampleof births in all other3tates.Live birth order refersto numberof children 
born alive to mother.Figure.for age of mothernot Dtntedare Watributed] 

II 
,@,f mother

J1
Lfve-birthorder and race Tote. —


Under 15 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 
year. w=o ye.., ye.,, I w= wws Yeflr, Y.~.s 

===1-
Fi,,t child 454,664 492,607 226,603 46,434 9,639 1>796 
Secondchild 97,543 386,&70 322,159 89,104 16,881 2,667 
Third child 14,745 123,660 177,012 9s,775 21,014 3,462 
Fourthchild-------------------y--------------- 1,866 35,437 76,4e7 59,1A2 20>968 3,992 
Fifth child 235 10,1.32 30,604 34,070 17,08? 4,109 
2itih child 36 2,480 12,647 18,S66 12,199 3,562 
Seventhchild 20 647 5,229 10,676 6,6%? 2,660 
Eighthchild end .Ter 40 312 3,2S5 11,646 16,426 6j566 
Not elated 34,925 49,348 33,600 12,961 3,943 1,026 61 

Total 604,096 ,101,113 89S,326 369,976 126,709 31,862
— — 

mite 2w4- 4,907 424,633 903,629 774,303 313,367 102>967 25,299 1,495 

First child 1,018,663 4,458 334,933 425,532 203,644 40,346 8,1.58 1,517 75 
8,C0.d child 773,065 86 61,927 323,683 292,046 78,367 14,398 2,262 96 

Third child 350,005 8 7,066 90,748 154,812 77,040 1.2,061 2,941 123 
Fourthchild 157,793 8 701 21,746 62,165 51,416 1!3,146 3,431 176 
Fifth child 73,995 69 5,370 22,406 27,972 14,447 3,521 1.2B 
Sixth child 36,727 15 1,091 8,199 14,43? 9,911 Z,932 140 
Seventhchild 19,595 274 2,947 7,404 6,631 2,166 166 
Eighthchildand over 25,600 3: 157 1,674 6,747 10,541 5,941 501 
Not stated 94,767 347 20,064 35,026 26,400 9,664 2,676 582 

.411 other 179,263 197,2B4 114,023 56,579 23,822 6,563 447 

First child 119,751 67,075 23,041 6,066 1,461 201 Z& 

Secondchild 35,616 62,567 30,111 10,737 2,485 405 16 
Third child 7,679 32,932 22,194 9,735 2,953 521 33 
Fourthchild 1,167 15,689 14;322 7,724 2,822 561 20 
Fifth child 146 4,762 6,396 6,096 2,640 580 30 
Sixth child 21 1,36S 4,646 4>529 2,266 630 23 
Seventhchild 15 37: 2,262 3,272 2,U01 514 54 
Eighthchild and over 7 155 1,621 5,0’39 5,865 2.619 234 
Not ,C.ted 14,261 14,322 7,408 3,297 1,267 444 33 

Nemo 168,773 174,73s 91,049 44,566 19,652 5,645 395 —— 

First child 195,0s3 6,797 111,598 56,746 15,104 3,727 921 1s4 16 
6econdchild 120>910 188 33,7a9 55,12i 22,687 7,050 1,655 301 12 
Third child 65,678 7 7,364 29,95E 18,557 7,355 2,160 412 2s 
Fourth child 35,723 1,141 12,m1 12,520 6,466 2,322 4SE 15 
Fifth child 20,317 144 4,53J 7,592 5,266 2,276 494 33 
Sixth child 12>220 21 1,33: 4,237 4,031 2,015 562 19 
Seventhchild 7,680 1: 36( 2,1.12 2,955 1,754 45C 30 
Ei@h chiliand over-------------------------- 14,214 7 13: 1,535 4,642 5,327 2,34$ 215 
Nob stated 40,672 796 14,677 13,75( 6,705 3,074 1,202 425 33 
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TabIe3. BIRTH RAT.dS, BY AG.d OF MOTH@~ LIVE-BIRTH ORDER, AND RACE: UNITED STATES, 1973 

[&cd oulCOpcrcent of birt.h!3
inselccted St8teswd ana50-pcxen% c=pleof bi*h2ti ~otter State3. _teswe LPJcbitik perl,2?Jkonenin fipeci
ficcl&zc and color @aupz. Live-birth order rcr.mm to nmnbcr of children born alive to nmtkmr. Fl~Ire3 for We of mother and live-birth order not stated. 

@ are distributed] 

1 II 

Aze of mtlvsr 
Live-birth order emd race 

20-24 2E-7X 3C-3! 35-3.? 40-44 45-49 

“L Ih 
year: years yea-s ye3rs years yeara 

I II I 

69.2 1.3Tow------------------------------------- 59.7 120.7 12.3.6 56.1 5.4 0.5 

II I 

Film child 29.8 1.2 47.6 56.5 30.1 7.5 1.7 ‘0.3 0,0 
Second cbilcl 21.1 0.0 10.3 44.3 42.8 14.0 3.0 0.5 0.0 
TMrd child------------------------------------ %s 0.0 1.6 14.2 23.5 13.6 3.8 0.6 0.0 
Fourth child----------------------------------- 4.6 0.0 0.2 4.1 10.2 %3 3.s @.7 0.0 
Fifth child------------------------------------ 2.2 0.0 1.2 4.1 5.4 3.1 0.7 0.0 
Sixbh md mn?nth c~ld ------------------------ 1..2 0.0 0.4 2.4 4.7 5.7 1.3. 0.1 
EiChth child and over-------------------------- 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.4 1.9 3.0 1.5 0.1 

I 

white-------------------------------------- 65.3 0.6 49.3 115.4 113.7 54.9 20.7 4.9 0.3 

6 
Scccmd child----------------------------------- 20.5 0.0 7.5 43.0 44.4 14.2 3.13 0. s 0.0 
Third child------------------------------------ g.3 0.0 0.9 12.1 23.5 33.9 3.7 0.6 0.0 
Fourth child----------------------------------- 4.2 0.0 0.1 2.9 9.4 9.3 3.7 0.7 0.0 
Fifth child------------------------------------ 2.0 0.0 0.7 3.4 5.1 3.0 0.7 0.0 
sixth ma Za.cnth cbila------------------------ 1.5 0.0 0.2 1.7 3.9 3.4 l.a 0.1 

0.7 

All other I---=-IL--= 119.1 1.33.2 113.3 E5.9 31.0 a.‘1 0.6 

Firct child------------------------------------ 3’3.2 4.8 
Second Wad----------------------------------- 24.7 0.1 

86a 
25a 

56.2 
:2.4 

24.5 
32.0 1;:; 2.0 

3.4 
0.4 
0.6 

0.0 
0.0 

Ttird child------------------------------------ 13.1 0.0 5.6 27.6 23.6 II.7 4.1 0.7 0.1 
Fourth child a.9 0.8 3.3..5 3.3.2 2!.3 3.9 J.s 0.0 
FUth child------------------------------------ 3.9 0.1 4.0 ~.s 7.3 3.6 o.B 0.0 
Skth and mvcnth child------------------------ 3.a - 0.0 1.: 7,4 9.3 s.a 1.6 0.1 
EiSht,hcbiLd ad ovor-------------------------- 2.7 0.0 0.1 1..7 a.1 8.1 3.7 0.4 

Ilcym L=!l-=d-.= 58.6 29.2 a.6 0.6 

FImtchild 39.2 5.2 90.1 5.3 1.5 ,0.3 0.0 
Secood cmli ----------------------------------- 24.1 0.1 21.3 10.0 2.6 0.5 0.0 
Third cbild------------------------------------ 13.1 0.0 6.0 10.4 3.s 0.7 0.0 
Fawth child----------------------------------- 7.1 0.9 9,1 5.7 0.8 0.0 
FNth child------------------------------------ 4.0 0.1 7.4 3.s 0.6 0.1 
Sitih FLm3Gcvmth child------------------------ 3.9 0.0 9.9 6.0 1.7 0.L 
Eiehth child w.d over 2.8 0.0 0.1 / 1.9 6.6 a.4 3.s 0.4 

First child------------------------------------ 27.2 ‘o. 40.8 56.5 30.9 7.3 1.7 0.3 0.0 

Eishth cbild and wr--------------------------IIIT0.0 0.0 0.3 1.2 2.2 1.2 0.1 

Table4. TOTAL FERTILITY RATES, AND BIRTH RATES, BY AGE OF MOTBER UNITEDSTATES, 1960 A,Nn 1965-73 

[!.tal fertility rates am the mm.? birt,i.ra.tosby W. of zother niultipliedby 5. BLrt.hrates we l,in births per 1,000 wmen in spacifY.edgroup, ewmer

atcd e.cof April 1 &m. 1960 tmd 1970 and ectimcted w of July 1 for all other was. ~wes fo=%?eofmothernot statea qe distributed]


I II


Me ofmther 

Year mte.1 

fertility

rate Under 2.5 E-1a 2c-24 2%2a 30-34 35-5a 42-44 45-49 

years yeara 
I Years years years years years year-at 

la731 )2--------------------------------------- l,aas.s 1.3 39.7 120.7 113. s 56.1 22.0 5.4 0.3 
19721)2--------------------------------------- 2,021.9 1.2 62.0 2.21.0 SL8.7 ao.z 24.8 6.2 0.4 
la711,3--------------------------------------- 2,274.6 1.1 a4.7 ~o. a 154.8 67.6 2a.7 7.1 0.4 
u701>3--------------------------------------- 2,4S0.0 1.2 aa.3 167.8 145.1 73.3 31.7 S.1 0.5 
19693----------------------------------------- 2,465.o 1.0 66.1 166.0 143.0 74.1 33.4 a.s 0.5 
196s3------------- 2,47a.8 1.0 66.1 3.67.4 140.3 74a 35.a a.6 0.6 
196? ----------------------------------------- 2,572.6 0.9 67.9 3.74.0 142.6 79.3 3a.5 I.O.a 0.7 
19663----------------------------------------- 2,736.1 0.a 70.6 163.9 143.4 85.9 42.2 1.L.7 0.7 
19633----------------------------------------- 2,62a.o o.a 70.4 196.6 162.3 95.0 46.4 12.a 0.8 
1960s----------------------------------------- 3,653.6 o.a a9.1 25a.1 la7.4 1.2.S.7 56.2 13.5 o.a 

%xcludw birtho to nonresidents of the United 2t@.tes. 
‘?%sed on 100 percent of births in celected Statoz and on a 50-percent sample of birbbs in cI.1other States; see .%uz’ceserrata. 
%.@ed on a 50-percent osm.pleof bfrths. 
‘%.iwedon a 20- to 50-pcrccnt sample of births. 
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Table 5. BIRTH RATES BY I-WE-BIRTH ORDER UNITED STATES, 1960 AND 1965-73 

[Ratesare live births per 1,000 mm.. aged 1.5-44Ye.rs, enumerated = of April 1 fOr 1960 ad 1970 ~d e~t~ted w of JuL’ 1 fOr ~ Other years. ‘i-s 
for live-birth order not stated are distributed] 

@ 

Live-birth order


Year Total 

1 2 3 4 5 

l9731J2--------------------------------------------------- 69.2 28.8 21.1 4.5 2.2 1.8 0.9 
19721J2------------------------------------------- 73.4 29.9 21.5 1:: 5.3 2.7 2.2 1.2 
19711,@--------------------------------------------------- 81.8 32.1 23.2 12.5 6.4 3.3 2.s 1.5 
19701,s--------------------------------------------------- 87.9 34.2 24.2 12.6 7.2 3.8 3.2 1.e 
1969s 86.5 52.8 23.4 3.3.4 7.4 4.0 3.5 2.0 
l9683----------------------------------------------------- 85.7 32.1 22.5 13.2 7.5 4.2 3.9 2.3 
l9674----------------------------------------------------- 87.6 30.8 22.6 ls.9 s.3 4.8 4.5 2.7 
l9663----------------------------------------------------- 91.3 31.0 22.5 14.8 9.2 5.4 5.2 3.2 
l9m`-------,--------------------------------------------- 96.6 29.8 23.4 16.6 10.7 6.4 6.0 3.7 
l96o3----------------------------------------------------- 118.0 31.1 29.2 22.8 14.6 6.3 7.6 4.3 

%xcludes births to nonresidents of the United States.

2Based ..I1OO percent m“ births in selected States and on a 5C-peI’centsample of births in all other States; see Sources of Data

‘Based on’50-percent smple of births.

%ased on a 20- to 50-percent sample of births.


Table6. LIVE BIRTHS BY SEX AND SEX RATIO, BY RACE: UNITED STATES, 1960 AND 1965-73 

Total Nbit All other Negro 

Year 

M&k Male 
Males per 

~emale 1,000 
femzlee 

M21eI Female 
Males per 

1,000 
females 

UJ73LJ2_- 1,602.,326 1,52S,639 1,052 1,311,032 1,239,996 1,05’ 287,29< 28S .641 1,030 239, S77 252,720 1,028 
19721,2 1,669,927 1,566,484 1,051 1,364,578 1,290,650 1,05 305, 34f 1,026 268,842 262>487 1,024 
19711,3---------------- 1,S22,910 1,733,060 1,052 1,499,958 1,416,788 1,051 322,9S 1,031 286,430 278,530 1,028 

197C+J3----------------
~g~g~------------------
19683------------------
19674 

1,915,37s 
1,846,572 
1,796,326 
1,803,3ss 

1,816,00s 
1,733,63~ 
1,703,238 
1,717,571 

1,055 
1,033 
1,053 
1,050 

1,390,140 
1,539,420 
1,497,612 
1,501,228 

1,501,124 
1,454,194 
l,414,61S 
1,421,274 

1>05’ 
1,05’ 
1,05 
1,03! 

325,23{ 
307 ,lw 
29 S,71~ 
302,16[ 

1,033 
1,026 
1,020 
1,020 

290,508 
274,508 
26 S>964 
274,324 

281,254 
268,624 
262 ,1S8 
269,652 

1>031 
1,022 
1,026 
1,017 

� 
19663------------------ 1, S45,862 1,760,412 1,049 1,535,466 L,457 ,744 1,05 310,371 1,025 282,274 275,970 1,023 
19653------------------ 1,927,054 1,633,304 1,031 1, S04,422 1,516,438 1,05 322,6% 1,028 294,272 286,654 1,026 

1,018 303,566 

e 

19603 2,1’/9,70s 2,078,142: 1,046 1,648,192 1,752,552	 1,05’ 531,511 
1 J 298,698 1,016 

— 
%cludea birthB to nonresidents of the United States.

%.sed on LOO percent of births in oelt?ctedStates and ona50-pemcent sanpleofbitihs inal.1 other States; see SOUEeS of Data.

%sed on a 50-percent sample of births.

42ased on a 20- to 50-percent ample of births.
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Table 7. IJVE BIRTHS BY MONTH AND RACE, AND BIRTH AND FERTILITY RATES BY MONTH UNITED STATES, 1973 

[Smed.an 100prcent of btithsti celectc& $ktesmd ona5%percent sa=plcof b*tiinaU other Stites. Satesona nannualbs.m per l, COO population 

*	 for opecifiei month. Birth ratw breed on the total pqulatf m. Fertilit!! rates based on wozea aged 15-44 ye=
-

17umber Obsemsd ksomm.y adjusted 

Mxlth Tot al AU other 

Wbite Birth Fertility Birth ,ertilitylt-Totsl I:wl-o 
rate rate rate rat e 

Septeticr 

Tda----------------------------------------------- 3,136,965 2,551,030 523,955 51z,597 — 14.9 — 69.2 ... ... _ 
JmWJ 265>775 214,017 51,759 45,754 2.3.0 69.8 3.3.3 71.6 
Febw 241,045 195,425 45, s20 40,142 -L5.O 70.0 15.1 70.7 
!.,-h 268,849 219,057 49,792 43,4$8 15.1 70.3 2.3.4 71.6 
April 247,455 203,464 43,971 38,133 14.4 66. B 3.s.2 70.5 
l:ay 254,545 203,241 45,304 39,104 14.3 66.4 13.2 70.3 
Jmc----------------------------------------------------- 254,036 207,s51 46,545 40,535 14.7 68.4 15.1 70.1 
J*------------------------------------------------------ 27S ,163 223,444 51,719 45,375 1.3.4 71.5 1.5.o 69.4 
Akmt 281,300 228,4S1 52,819 46,4M 2.5.6 73.0 1.5.o 69.5 

270.738Ir219.462 51,276 44,9C6 2.5.7 72.5 14.6 67.7 
ktOber 263;494 

I 
2L6;6e0 48,814 42,732 14.9 69.7 14.7 67.8 

tlmmbar 2512973 203,760 48,213 42,1S3 14.6 67.2 14.5 67.0 
Xcmber 260,532 210,428 T 14.6 67.1 14.3 65.9SO,1O4 43,239 

Table8. LIVR BIRTHS BY RACE AND BIRTHRATES UNITED STATES, EACH DM310N AND STATE, 1973 

[3yp3nce ofresidence. Wed on X0 wrcent of bf.rtim in select.ed State? and on a SO-percent ~anple of births in all other States. Sates per 1,200 esti. 
mated midyear population in each area] 

I II 
Uumber 

Dfvicion m% Stztc 

Total h%itm 

Utitcd Saute:--------------- 3, L36,365 2,.551,050 512,597 14.9 Sow?h Atlmtfc-cm. 
‘/ti@nim 71,931 35,331 15,666 15.0 

I:w En@.md------------------------ 1SG,0G2 145, 18s s, w+ 
,Akt ,fir@tia-------- —_---— 

12.8 
north C=alim------------------

27,559 
eS>727 

26>395 
59,9Z5 

1,068 
24,7’53 

15.4 
16.315,5E5 15,443 73 1s.2 ~cu~~ ~xo~,s----—----------. 4s,5%7 29,774 12.,933 18.0

IJew ~nFshLrc 11,554 11,449 62 14.6 
Vemont 6,762 6>713 21 14.6 Oeorda------------— 63,349 55,970 28,817 17.8 

l:nccnchu~etts 72,330 67,0a9 4>.251 12.4 Florida 107,750 79,504 27,3e6 14.0 

Rhode Iclnnd 12,293 11,428 564 12.6 
Connecticut 37, 5= 33,062 4,058 12.2 East South Central— --------------- 222,217 163,766 60,389 16.7 

Kentucky-— 53,61.2 48,637 4, 72S 16.0 
Termemee--.----------------—--- 64,485 50,153 14,036 15.6

14iddle Atlantic 4ss,066 393,556 81>787 13.0 Alabma 59>524 3a,809 Z0,514 16.8
New York 2:.2,8s1 1s0,019 44,28S 13.1

I:ew Jersey 95,834 7fi,464 19,101 7.3.0 

Mississippi----------— 44, 5s0 z3>167 21, IJ.1 19.5


Pemcylvania 153> 371 133,073 19,401 12.9 West South Central 350,781 275,016 70,869 17.3

.4r!xlns3.s 33,579 Z4,957 8,502 16.5


East North Central---------------- 618,505 516,640 95,534 15.1 Louisiana----------—---— 66,427 40,155 26,023 17.6

Ohio ---------------------------- 161,064 139,S82 20,596 E .0 wraom--.-------—--—---_--- 40, 7s8 33,574 4,014 15.3

Indians 83,984 75,074 8,539 15.8 Texas ---------------------------- 209, 9s7 176,350 32,330 17.6
Illinois 169,249 129,475 36,91.5 15.1 
Michiw 141,446 -.7

Viccomin 62,762 

144,555 25,759 E.& ?@mtiin------------------------- 16S,870 149,976 5,091 16.1

56,154 3,725 KOntia 11,385 10,191 66 15.8


Idaho---------------— 14,539 14,16S 44 18.9

West l:mth Central 236,994 215,673 16>404 14.2 Wyoming 6,084 5,776 87 17.2


Minnesota-------— 53,742 51,675 246 13.8 Colorado 39,553 36,181 1>6S8 ls.e
Iowa 39,018 37,831 893 U-4 Hewlkxico-— 20,643 17,460 468 18.8
Idisoouri------------------------ 68,889 57,3Z6 11,025 14.5 Arizona------—-----— 37,895 31,864 1>626 1s.4 
I/ortb Dakota-----------— 9,702 S,961 104 15.2 Utah---------------------------- 27,971 Z7,14Z 118 24.2
South kikot a------------------- 10,691 9,191 59 15.6 Hev’a4a 6,600 7,194 1,01.2 15.7
31ebrash 22,827 21,371 1,069 14.8 

32, lz6 z9,318 2, ?08 14.1 PacLric 398,4Z7 534,903 32,624 14.5 
Washington----—---— 47>63.S 43,511 1,653 13.9 

South Atlantic 5oo,113 3s3,315 140>720 15.4 Oregcm-— 32,845 29,371 614 13.9 
De&vae 8,239 6,454 1, 6s5 14.3 Ce.ltfornia---------------—------ 297,995 253,219 29,827 14.5 
lr~hd 53,716 39,552 13,21S 13.Z Alaska 6,602 4,511 2s8 20.0 
Dlctrict of Colurhin------------ 10,61S 1,410 9,257 14.5 Bwtii—------------— 1 302 

L 
18.51.5,3E6 4,Z91
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Table 9. LIVE BIRTHS BY AGE OF FATHER, AGE OF MOTHER, AND RACE: UNITED STATES, 1973 

-
@sea 0.100 percent of births in selected S’68...8and cm a 50-pexent .mmple of births in .11 other State.. FLgureB for age Of mother not #68ted are 6.is

tributed]


‘Otal 
Age of father 

Age of mother and race 
20-24 iO-54 55 years Not 

years ,eam sad over hatedI==T=

II I


Total 806,832 941,601 527,004 220,824 \19.715 

Under 15 yem-s 
15-19 years---------------------

12,861 
604,09S 

72 
64 

2,796 
147,806 

843 
244,781 

14s 
39,70s 

37 
7,400 

18 
2,181 77971 3757 165-1 107‘ S,93Z 

.60,730 

20-24 years--------------------- 1,101,113 32 19,016 507,9s4 387,918 SS,194 16,041 5,413 2,143 7s4 55Z 93,078 

25-29 year6--------------------- 888,326 14 903 46,221 4?1,MJ0 259,807 51,235 14,632 5,696 1,937 1,113 33,544 

30-34 year6--------------------- 3S9,976 6 126 4,249 37,834 176,227 96,733 26,859 B,62Z 3,171 1,617 14,513 

5S-39 yearo--------------------- 126,7S9 6 21 663 4,128 14,242 50,914 34,611 10,503 3,171 1,7.20 6,750 

40-44 years--------------------- 31,8S2 2 13 100 446 1,237 3,602 12,906 7,963 Z,33Z 1,19s Z,023 

45-49 years--------------------- 1,942 2 12 25 40 so 236 795 416 171 145 

White----------------------- 2,551,030 90 13S,S63 677,428 832,740 460,621 1S6,350 9,0s1 4,4s7 .35,349 

Under 15 years------------------
15-19 years---------------------

4,907 
42.4,033 

22 
38 

1,413 
118,153 

506 
198,376 

109 
52,325 

29 
5,879 

12 
1,628 

5 4 
603 28Z 130 7; 

Z,7Z6 
67,347 

20-24 yee.re 903,829 20 1S,168 433,712 338,30s 56,4S2 1.2,521 4,1s7 1,616 571 3s1 39,93Z 

25-29 years--------------------- 774,303 4 796 40,755 42S,170 229,S65 42,759 11,8s6 4,5Z3 1,500 767 15jz78 

30-34 years--------------------- 313,397 4 I.lo 3,381 32,126 1.55,37S 83,240 Z2,364 6,688 2,435 1,100 S,171 

35-39 years--------------------- 102,967 2 13 330 3,304 11,763 43,17s Z9,300 8,371 Z,339 1;Z17 Z,952 

40-44 years--------------------- 25,299 8 76 377 1,001 z,945 10,s66 6,550 1,7s5 8ZZ S69 

45-49 yeea-s 1,495 2 12 20 24 71 216 640 321 74 

I I =2= =4== 

Negro -----------------------

IT
80 31>293 114,537 

1113 

L77,4G-8512,397


Under 
15-19 years--------------------- 188,773 -t-
20-24 years 174,739 6 2;433 63;492 42,220 9,199 2,S06 1,054 441 151 lZZ 50,813 

25-29 yeaxe--------------------- 91)049 6 82 5,646 35,773 22,302 6,158 2,190 96Z 392 195 17,341 

30-34 years--------------------- 44>568 7 579 4,157 13,776 10,236 3,5ZS 1,404 561 34Z 7,953 

35-39 years--------------------- 19,652 4 93 570 1,808 6,222 4,4Z7 1,733 724 45Z 3,617 

40-44 yeax---------------------- 5,645 
395 5 12 3 36 136 6S 5Z ,3 

13 year------------------- 7,778	 40 1,353 231 31 8 5 3 s,099


26 27,409 42,490 6,3S1 1,279 484 155 S3 Z6 Z3 90>413


43-49 years---------------------T 2 
5 6 52 203 536 1,710 1,220 511 305 1,097 

Table 10. BIRTHS BY AGE OF FATHER. UNITED STATES, 1960 AND 1965-73 

&ce8wrell vebirthspe rl,OOOmenf. r .pecifiedw.up. Fiwes?.r ace .ffather n.tstited=e distributed. Ee@ntIin62.S70, excludes birth, tononreo

identB of the United StateE]


15-54

year61


20-24

year6


105.s

1.I.4.3

150.7

146.6

143.s


160.7

163.Z

20Z.Z


23-29

years


132.2

139.6

161.5

175.0

172.9


161.7

183.7

Z3Z.S


A&e of father


30-34 35-39

years years
T 42.566.8


92.4 4s.s

104.1 53.1

112.3 57.6

111.8 5e.3


121.0 69.Z

131.6 73.9

154.2 07.4


15-18

years2


56.1 22.5

3s.4 23.3

6S.3 Z3.7

71.5 23.6

70.1 24.1


73,5 22.1

77.4 20.0

84.S 21.5


40-44

years


17.s

19.9

22.7

24.6

23.5


30.6

34.0

4Z.6


45.49

years


6.6

7.3

8.1

9.1

9.3


12.0

13.2

16.7


50-34

years


Z.z

z.5

Z.6

3.1

3.3


4.2

4.7

6.Z


5 years

nd over


0.4

0.4

0.5

0.s

0.6


0.s

0.8

1.0


19733----------------------------------------

19723

19714

19704----------------------------------------

19694----------------------------------------

1967-S6--------------------------------------

19664--.------.-----..--—-------------------

l%+----------------------------------------

19604----------------------------------------


f 

1Rate8 computed by relating total births, regardless of age .offather, to men aged 15-54 years.

2Rate6 computed by relating births to fathers under ZO years of age to men %ed 15-19 Ye=s.

32ased On 100 percent of births in selected StateB and on a 50-percent sample of birtbs in all other stateB.

4Eased on a %-percent sample of births.
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Table11.ESTIMATED NUMBER OF ILLEGITIMATE LIVE BIRTHS, ILLEGITfMACY RATES, AND ILLEGITIMACY RATIOS,BY AGE OF MOTHER

&’iDR4CE. UNiTED STATES, 1973


I 

IWm.berl 
Fates per 1,000 ?unma.rr
iea Vamen ill 

specified woup I Iiatiowr 1,000 live births 

.@ I 

All other All
other All other 

-!=
k-bite Total 

Total Iicgro =--l-=l‘0”’ t= NegroII“1’ 
All srec---------------- 407,300 234,500 22.,..5 2U.9 457.5 

Under 15 years--------------- 10,900 3,200 7,700 7,Soa ... 847.5 6,521 969.1 964.3 
15-19 yemc ------------------- 204,900 81,100 123,me 119,803 22.9 10.7 89.7 96.C 333.2 1s0.9 S30.6 709.8 

15 yea:------------------- 23>030 a,100 1s,0:0 14,600 661.s 442.6 911.9 914.6 
16 ye~s.------------------- 39,600 15,200 24,4C0 23,7C0 508.4 31.2.2 83s.4 S49,2 
17 yams -------------------- 48>700 19,100 29,600 22.,7C0 .-. 387.2 221.0 75z.~ 769.6 
18 ye-s -------------------- 49,100 20,3C0 28,S03 27,%)3 233.1 166.9 627.5 648.5 
19 yeclr.s- 44,400 18,400 26,093 25,009 224,0 122.s 537.5 560.7


20-24 yeas ------------------- 119,100 48,300 70,eo3 67>500 31.8 15.s 108.9 117.2 10s.2 53..2 358.9 386.3

25-29 yexn---------------...- 43,100 18,300 24,s00 23,400 30.0 16.1 82.4 E6.0 4s.5 23.3! 217.5 257.0 
30-54 yams ------------------- L9,500 7,600 1.1,ooo 10,400 20.5 10.7 56.4 59.1 59.0 24.3 3.94.4 233.4 
35-39 yenta------------------- 8,200 3,400 4,800 4,500 10.E 5.2+ 26.2 27.4 64.7 33.0 201.5 229.0 
40xemr9 and Oar----------- 2j600 1,100 1,400 1,400 S3.0 %.7 137.2 37.7 76.9 41.1 193.7d 

;LMe to rcunding e@,imotcs to the ncarezt hundred fi~es by race ray n,t add to totals.

‘il@tescompute~ by relating total ille@timte birth~, re~dleo~ of age of mather, to Unmrried %’oxen15-44 years.

%ates computed byrelating illegitiwte birth. tom.thc.. age340ye=s andover tow~ie*,domen aged 4O-Mye~s.


Table12.LIVE BIRTHS BY INTERVAL SINCE LAST I.JVEBIRTH, LIVE-BIRTH ORDER, Aim RACE: TOTAL OF 40 REPORTING STATES AND 
TRR DISTRICT OF COLUND31.&1973 

[%s&onlW wrcentof bitis.ti nelecte. Btiten mdona SO-prcentswpleef b~stiall oth~Stites. Eefers.n~t iGecondm fihi&er. rderbirths

OCmrriO: Within the are3a re~rtin~ date of Iwt live birth to residents of these UeaS. Live-birth order refers to nnmber of children born alive to 
rmt’ner] 

Total, 
Live-birth m-dcr;econd and 

hl~er 
order L I 

7 I 8a5d.ver‘Mb” II ‘ 
329,549 152,215 74,091 39,27.5
=4== 

16,202 5,Z26 5,221 2>624 1,379 730 404 318 
1-11 mutb 25,427 13>242 6,177 2.S75 1,3’36 7C0 433 61s 
12.17 months-------------------------------------- 144,149 72,724 ?5,493 16;368 8,209 4,528 2,520 4,316 
la-a3 montk ------------------------------------- 160,520 ,99.403 36,778 16,79S 7,829 4,217 2,449 4;046 
24-35 months------------------------------------- 317,619 1.21;512 66,973 29,021 13,283 6,837 3,939 5,954 
36-47 month,-------------------------------------- 225,624 130,863 S2,123 21,490 9,667 4,939 2,699 3,7344 
48-39 months-------------------------------------- 132,430 67,320 35,300 14,ae6 6,a24 3,5s0 1,S52 2,606 
60-71 months--— 79,860 35,406 23,032 10,436 5.212 2,.308 1,443 1,822 
72 nontho and over-------------------------------- 17s,89s 5a,oa5 53,730 50:472 16;493 8,295 4,372. 4,419 
Oot stated ----.--.----------.- 79,072 48,720 14,710 7;247 3,649 1,942 1,092 l,71z 

272,752 122,424 57,354 28,349 15,071 19.009


0 months---------------------------------------- 12,9a3 4,400 4,329 2,110 1>030 503 
l-llmnths 17,875 9,827 4,3:0 1,876 894 433 
12-17 Kanthc-------------------------------------- 109,647 57,295 27,251 12,091 5,760 3,067 
18-23 Wnths ------------------------------------- 130,734 74.252 29,531 13,lao 5,947 3,L12 
24-33 maths -------------------------------------- 270,444 15a;az3 55,699 23,493 10,355 5,150 
36-47 Untho-------. ------.---------..---:-------- 193,336 ZJ.5,365 44,323 17,723 7,631 3,699 
48-59 months------------------------------------- 11.2,437 59,194 30,319 12,5s9 5,517 2,759 1;356 1;703 
60-71 maths-: 66,470 29,811 19,692 a,609 4.197 1,ao9 1,054 1,208 
72 month8 and OVer----.-------------L 145,123 47,654 45,916 25,636 13:s07 6,452 3,182 2,778 
Not 3tated 61,766 40,U5 11,052 3,107 2;496 1,265 708 1,023


I$epo 47,797 25,744 14,691 8,804 5,424 !3,687 
I 

O months----------------------------------------- 2,a24 aos 768 435 320 207 103 183 
1-11 mnthc --------------------------------------- 6,5E0 2,a96 1,lj~l 912 431 238 162 290 
12-17 mnthc -------------------------------------- 28,778 12,504 6,839 3,697 2,3.32 1,275 767 1>544 
la-23 wnti8-------------------------------------- 24,59S ll,zo3 5,759 1,641 970 605 1,224 
24-35 maths -------------------------------------- 32.,747 la,olo 9,2S1 4;67< 2,607 1,456 93s 1,761 
36-47 ~onth~-------------------------------------- 26,80a 12,467 6,475 3,201 1,737 1,101 622 1.203 
4a-59 months------------------------------------- 16,6!33 7,49a 4,11s 1,912 I,la9 73a 432 -766 
60-71 months I-7.,376 4,665 2,833 1,6N 874 504 33a 544 
72 months a“tiover------------------------------- 26,909 9,051 6,753. 4,2U 2.663 1,681 1,068 1,503 
Hot .ktea 15,724 7,681 3,342 1,996 1;097 634 331 623L

%6xcludw not stated birth order.


I:OT6 : Xxcludes d?.ta for Alabama, Arkaas.s, 0eor@3, Idaho, 15uiE3na, Wrylsnd, Hew Kexico, Penmylvsnk, Texas, and Virginia K’hich did not require 
reporting of dateof last live birth.
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Table 13. LIVE BIRTHS BY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF MOTHER AND FATHER, BY RACE OF CHILD TOTAL OF 41 REPORTING STATES 

AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1973 

[Wed on 100 percent of births in oelectecl States and .. . 50-percent sample of birth. in all ather States. Refers only to birthB occuring

wlthtn the areas reporting educati.nil attainment to residents of these areas] e


Mother Father 

Years of school completed


Total White Negro !ibtal White Negro 
I 

Tti&----------------------------------------------------- 2,235,172 1,800,573 385,925 2,235,172 

0.5 yews 19,183 14,474 3,241 22,5S9 17,272 4,15z 

6 ye---------------------------------------------------------- 14,930 10,643 3,33C 15,812 12,539 2,724 
7 ye--------------------------------------------- 23,541 15,445 7,422 19.490 15,047 4,048 

6 yews --------------------------------------------------------- 07,331 65,000 19;843 84;397 72,983 10.038 
9 yews-------7 121,148 86,1.33 32,129 71,940 39,722 10;803 

---.-.--.- 194;305 13s,533 51,832 12.0>10 yems ---------------------------------------------- 035 97,703 20,200 
1X yems ------------------------------------------ 205.927 138,724 63,03e 1.S7,267 96,37.7. 28,467 
12 yeas ------------------------------------------- 987;531 626i2S6 145,07C 811,087 692>183 103,420 

13 yems -------------------------------------------------------- 137,738 119;355 15;984 108.557 96,266 9,932 

14 ym5-------------------------------------------------------- IJ.4,607 99,102 13,0W 142’.864 127,733 12,139 
15 y-s------------------------------------------ 52,784 46,742 4,828 54;636 48,856’ 4,880 
16 yeWe -------------------------------------------------------- 164,232 149>283 9,60S 192,818 179,725 8;760 
17 years wad owr----------------------------------------------- 32,367 45,810 3,113 148,924 137,827 4,772 

----.--..- 45,031 13,16~ 314,538 146,404 161,5S6Not stated--------------------------------------------


NOTE: Exclude6 data for KLabana, Arkansas, California, Idaho, New Mexico, per.tmyl-ia, ~es, and W=bir@on which did not require rePotiin8 of educa
tional attalnmat of mother end father and Maryland which aid not require repotiing of these item in Stan&d form. 

Table 14. LIVR BIRTHS BY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF MOTHER, AGE OF MOTHER, AND RACE: TOTAL OF 41 REPORTING STATES . 

AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBLA, 1973 

[&6e6.onlOO percent of births Lne.elected St.tes andon a 50-percent sample of births inall other States. Refers only tobirths occuring within the

areas reuortirw eaucatiomd. e.ttainmentto res%d=tfi Of these =e=. F@?Jres for age of mother not stated are dletributedl


Yea’s of school completed by mother 

Age of mother and r%. 
9-11 12 1.3-15 16 years Not 
yem years yews I ma over stated 

� 
WCsl 521,380 987,531 59,308


under 13 yearn-------r 9,421 6,498 2,472 77 332 
15-19 ye@l-a 430,040 35,727 231,934 3.39,366 11,062 279 11,672 
20-24 yesrs------------------------------------------- 780,792 36,761 150,005 41S,323 12 S,71.3 35,373 19,195 

635,005 29,301 76,684 278,81S 113,986 1.17,008 17,008 
30-34 yema -------------------------------------------- 263,144 16,427 38,661 llo,ooo 3B,811 50,S92 7,653 
35+6 yews 90,317 12,219 16,764 37,437 10,410 10,939 2,6E18 

ma ~v=-------------------------------------- 24,233 4,232 4,840 9,310 2,356 2,175 74040 Yea.a.s


1,800,573


haer~ Yem----------------------------------------- 2>434 715 us 
H-19 yeas 295,682 24,953 1.53,003 102,93.5 7,290 z13 7>306 
20-Z4 Y=B-------------------------------------------- 634,654 28,393 109,508 344,061 107,073 31,1Z3 14,664 
Z5-29 yeerB-------------------------------------------- 531,361 23,099 57,364 Z44 ,402 103,142 107,10s 14,245 
30-34 year6-------------------------------------------- ZZ3,543 14,452 28,00s 93,127 34,533 43,295 6;131 
35-39 yesrB-------------------------------------------- 7Z,8Z0 8,936 11,376 31,746 9,067 9,434 z, 031 
40ye2rs md over-------------------------------------- 1S,980 3,295 3,219 7,981 2,053 1,90E 522 

~ite ----------------------------------------------

13,323 

— 
103,362 363,390 826,Z96

44 

Z65,199 

7 

195,095 

11 

45,031 

30-34 yee.rs 33,988 4,017 9,751 12,823 3,335 Z,755 1,323 
33-39 years-------------------------------------------- 13,093 4.646 4,974 1,0s3 90E 507 

Nepo ---------------------------------------------- 383,925 33,856 146,999 143,070 13,166 

under 1.5 yezm 3,966 3,966 1,723 33 236 
15-19 yeafs-------------------------------------------- 1Z6,897 10,007 74,786 34,Z45 3,546 54 4.Z56 
ZO-24 years------------------------------------------- 130,593 6,841 36>913 61,983 17,110 3,50C 4;184 
Z5-29 yeaxs-------------------------------------------- 68,68Z 5,024 17,379 29>823 6,460 3,594 2,380 

40yea.r6 =a w=---------------------------------------14,708 1;308 1;556 l,le5 254 Zo: 19s 

NUJ?E: Excludes data for Alabama, Arkacsas, Celifotia, Idaho, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, Texas, end Washington which did.not require reporting of educa

tional attainment of mother, and Maryland which did not require reportimg of this it-anin standard form.
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Table15. LIVE BIRTHS BY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINNC3NT OF MOTRER, IIVE-BIR~ ORDER, AND RACE TOTAL OF 41 REPORTING STATES

AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUhl131&1973


[2ased
on 100 percent cm births in selected Stat.eg W3 on a 50.wrcent m.mple of births in all other States. Refers only to births .accurriw within the

s areas rewrtim educational Ekta2nment to resid,=ntsof thas~ ~e3S 1


Yesra of school completed by mother 

Live-birth orier ard race Total

o-9 9-11 12 13-15 16 years Not 

rears years years yee-rs end over stated 

Totil----—--------------------------—---------- 2,233,172 144,9s: 521,3E( 987,W 305.34$ 216,59{ 59,308

— .


FirDt cMld e60,934 40>45 207,44: 377,20< 126,02f 94>28! 15,52.2 
Second cMld 644,230 Za,ccc 1.21,25: 305,55i 101,411 73,9& 12,045 

302,358 21,57: 70,0U 143.,2.X 39,99: 24,49: 5,999 
Fo,urthchild--------------------------------—-------- 140,675 14,38Z 33,021 61,6n 14,746 8,04: 2,.906 
Fifth child 68,552 ?,584 21,32s 27,31C 6,14S 2,85C 1,331 
Sixth child--------------------...-----------—------ 35,591 6,14f 11,91s 12,7U 2,63! 1,272 841 
Seventh chiid------------------------------------------ 19,7s3 4,2s: 6,622 G,43C 1,424 606 425 
Ei2hth child awi over----.-..----------..------—----- 28,201 8,42S 9,23i 7,6C 1,567 395 700 
lJotstated 134,ffil 10,132 34,47t 47,76i 2.s,544 10,42I 19,649 

1,200,573 105,562 563,3X 826.29C 26S,195 195,09s 45,031


7a4 3zo,oec 10S,44E 84,618 11,495 
Second child------...-----—-----. ----— 542,143 23,EX 89,644 252,0s1 30,074 67,314 9,362 
Third child-- . 246>852 17,131 50,25! 118,527 34,174 22,216 4,549 
Fourth cMld 11o,877 11,03E z7,134 30,551 12,796 7,365 1>938 
Fifth Child 51,616 7,06E 14,031 21,7= 5,249 2,580 907 
Sixth child 25,2Z2 4,27C 7,170 9,93s 2,265 1,141 533. 
.%Ventb child-------..---------.....----— ------------- 1.S,253 2,752 3,665 4,S21 1,1s6 562 267 
Eiqhth child and OVCC--------------------------------- 16,369 4,610 3,977 5,55s 1,297 538 374 

mrot c~ld 701,246 28,24? 7.47, 

not stGtea 92,9a5 6,107 L3,71O 33,125 9,712 8,743 15,588 

!/em0-------------------------------------------- 385,9’25 
.— 

33,856 146,999 145,070 33,812 13,022 13,166 

F3.retchild 140,8.13, 10,237 55,491 50,816 14,624 5,7%8 3,685 
Sa,lzo 4,961 2s,893 38.770 9,282 3,803 2,425 

Third eMld 48,F,62 3,613 1S,146 20;233 4,012 1,297 1,341 
Fourth c~ld 26,577 2.736 10,9s 9,974 1,645 428 821 
Fifth child 15,370 2;175 6,733 5,075 781 207 399 
Sixth cMld------.-.------. --..-.-------- ....---—-- 9,409 1,63s 4,395 2,649 372 86 273 
SCV@lth cMld-- ....-.------.--....-------- ....----—-- 5,926 1,296 2,761 1;4s5 208 30 146 
EiPhth child and over--------------------------------- 10,8I.3 3,292 S,OSJ 1.914 243 22 292 

40,197 3,891 14,591 14;135 2,445 1,361 3,7s4 

l:OTE: S?mludes data for A1.nkza, ArY..a, California, Idaho, lW i.t.azko,Pemucylvania, Texas, =LI Washington which did not require re~rting of edOuca
tioul attainment of nather, and l.rkuyland which did not require rq?cmting of this item in atanderd form.

� 

Face rud Mtib wcisht 
1?0let or 2d 3d &th 6th 3th notWcoz 

mcnth nmr,th zonth rsrth ImGDth prcnatd 
statedC==


2.2.9,539 71,927 4s,631


8,68S 5,3i?a 3,456

12.o,242 66,394 45,092


Ibt stated TF
I I 

174,32.1 10s,414 72,236 42,S54 17,s07 37,s35 116,249 

I I I 
16,391 9,993 6,46@ 3,432 1,446 7,902 2.1,459 

15E,399 9S,226 65,243 39,326 16,31S 29,4S7 102,506 
321 205 96 43 246 2,824 

214


~e~------------------------- I 442,76311 22.7,159i ,6.55S1 67.74, 

2,500 sramz or less---------------- 58,67s 14,070 ll,9s2 9,067 
2,501 grams or more---------------- 382,724 102,639 $34,397 58,549 
IJOttilted------------------------- 1,363 250 199 2.20 

“;;-;G;;;;;;MM 145 23 

1UC2: Excludc3 data for Qabwaa, Alaska, Arhanc.as,Idaho, l,2inoaehux.tts,
2W Mexico, Pennsylvawk, and Vingmia which did not reqtie wort.ing of month

of pregnancy prenatal care bcgwi.
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Table 17. LJVE BIRTHS BY NUMBER 02? PRENATAL vISITS AND RACE: TOTAL OF 38 REPORTING STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA, 1973 

[pared cm 100 parcent of birth, in selected States and on a 50-percent sample of birth in .11 other State=. Refers only to birth6 oocvrrl.nstithin the 

areas reporting the number of prenatal visits to residents of these are=] o 

Nwnber of prenatal visits


Ssce 
5-6 7.0 9-10 
visits Vioits visits .,’iOits or more d,ated 

* 
!cotal 

L=El 
S6,92$20’5671 161,715 243,237 3S7,726 420,912 182,235 105,205 20,399 24,083 101,27443’427! 

~,~e-.-.--.---------- 1,436,993 9,976 23,091 49,969 106,26S 164,809 320,972 371,777 163,660 92,176 17,920 20,074 78,307 

Negro 318,070 9,322 18,004 33,329 50,26e 51,780 58,117 41,242 15,415 11,330 2,173 3,570 23,512 

IPCO?E:Sxcludes data for Alabaua, Alaska, Arkansas, California, Idaho, Ma.rylend,Mwsachu6ettv, New Metico, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, ad Texas which 
did not require reporting of number of prenatal visitm. 

Table 18. LIVE BIRTHS BY NUMBER 03? PRENATAL VISITS, MONTE OF PREGNANCY PRENATAL CARE BEGAN, AND RACE: TOTAL OF 37 

REPORTTNG STATES AND THE DISTRICT 03? COLUMBIA, 19’73 

[Basedon 100 percent of births in selected States and on a 5Cqercent sample .f births in all other States. Refers only to births occurring within the

areae repmting number of prenatal vi.?itsand month of pregnancy prenatal care begam to residents of these areas~


— 
Number of prenatal visits


Month of pregnancy 
px’emtfalcam began Total 

and race No 1-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 9-1o 11-12 13-14 15-16 17-le 9 Tisits Not 
visitsvisits visits visits Visits vioits visits visits visits Visits or more Statedz=

?&al 1,725,250 19,S30 41,999 S3,866 Es, 775 235.218 373,423 399.903 171,704 99,731 19,698 23,630 100,449 

lst-2clmonth---------- 702,249 3,071 7,740 23,903 64,290 150,606 229,265 113,437 69,71.2 14,225 17,125 1.2,830 
3flmonth-, 445,514 2,884 9,959 34,424 68,822 128,047 123,255 41,307 21,788 3,937 4,258 6,833 
4th-Stb month--------- 375,49s 12,433 40,846 77,177 89,645 86,437 41.867 1.2,301 6,6cd 1,210 1,770 5,211 
7th-9th month--------- 84,291 22,204 23,752 18,071 9,8(I5 4,652 2;258 1,046 542 138 132 1,689 
NO prenatal cal’e 19,830 19,830 
Not stated 91,868 1,407 1,569 2,195 2,656 3,683 3,260 1,611 1,0s8 166 303 73,666 

Nhite 1,381,270 9.545 22.303 4S,328 lC@,725 179.396 310,119 354,043 1.54,333 07,61.2 17,327 19,733 75,764 

lst-2d month---------- 617,073 1,512 4,516 17,100 51,667 1.29,905 207,241 105,2I.5 62,437 12,709 14,773 9,99s 
3a month-------------- 371,734 1,4s6 5,921 23,904 35.CQ8 102,3E8 109.G23 36,9s1 18,823 3.398 3,439 5,273 
4th-6th month--------- 260,544 5,91.2 22,346 48,454 64;036 65,91c 33;307 9,600 5,114 “s60 1,220 3,385 
7th-9th month--------- 54,039 12,666 14,757 12,C58 S,939 3>372 1,756 837 387 109 83 1,073 
No prenatal care 9,543 9,543 
Not state& 68,335 729 + 788 1,249 1,726 2,544 2,644 1,400 851 351 21s 56,035 

Negro 302,254 9,018 17,376 49.298 54,897 36.239 14.321 10,480 2,067 3,464 23,244 

lst-2d month---------- 77,481 1,421 2,926 6,143 11,083 17,582 L9,047 8,231 6,150 1,268 2,06.9 2,542 

3a month-------------- 64,044 1,274 3,649 9,543 12,055 16,91.3 11,754 3,570 2,608 484 743 L,451 
4th-6th month--------- 103,354 5,664 16,927 26,105 22,839 16,212 7,409 2,132 1,353 229 523 1,740 
ith-9th month--------- 26,17C 6,204 7,741 5,208 2,437 1,125 452 198 149 29 49 578 

NO prenatal care 9,018 9,013 
Not stated 22,187 393 724 864 864 1.064 577 1so 220 37 81 16,933 

No’1’s:
Exaludes data forAlabam& AUmka. Arkansas California. Idaho. Maryland, I@8sachu.setts,New Mexico, New York, Ohiq Pennsylvania, Texas, and Virginia

which aid not require reporting o+ both nhber of p’ernatalvia;ts and”month of pregnancy cnre began.
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Table 19. LWE BLRTHS BY BIRTH WEIGHT. PERIOD OF GESTATION, AND RACE: TOTAL 03? 40 REPORTING STATES AND TRR DfSTRICT OF 

a coLuamLi, 1973 

~ased ..100 percent of birth. in selected S,t.at.esard on a 5C-pemx.nt sample of Qirthc in all other State.. F,eferconly to births occurring within the 
areas reportinz the first day of lad normal menstrual period (IX?) to residents of thece areri~ 

— 

Peri03 of Gestation

Total

and race 500 1,501. 2, Q@l. 2,501- 3,091- 3,501- $, cm- 4,501- 5,001 
??O* 

cram 2,o~q 2,503 3,coo 3,50’I 4,M3 4,503 5,0’)3 Grams 
stated 

m less grams	 yams ,mms gram craam gr.!lurl Crs!ms x more 

-ot.fp--_-- ~,:~~,f,7~ 

— 
2,4!4 =!=== 34,070 

_ =4== & 1,92,667 32,3-3S 4,405 
_ 

7.330 

Ihicr 20 weeks 7s9 327 131 51 34 46 79 139 84 24 4 2 38 
2>27 WEekC 11,223 1,114 4,819 1,702 637 594 745 776 374 94 21 36 241 
28-31 weckz--------- 20,06? 56 1>232 5,391 4,!363 2,296 2,276 2,378 1,0:.9 19.5 43 17 232 
32-35 veekz--------- xl,028 33 ~~~ 2,r.30 10,789 21,s50 21,14s 18,275 8,038 1,64!I 28s 61 3s2 

Pro------------ 5~,5~4 13 43 27a 1,786 9,875 19,607 M,lsll 6,786 1,363 292 107 

---L-
36 wee

37-39 weeks--------- fi71
,319 142 192 582 4,4C6 34,290 159,733 28G,G09 149,430 30,us 4,216 6~ 1,032


730 173,S98 136,d79 36,3S2 5,599 626 603
4Q veEkG------------ 424,291 94 91 3.42 s42 8,703 6cl, 
41-42 ~eakn----.---- 463,863 72 112 126 929 7,569 31,974 167,509 164,418 57,799 11,231 1,466 717 
43 weeks and aver---
Uot !ltated 

3.59, 
494,459 704 3,376 4,542 9,267 29,052 95,697 194,(%7 r23,131 33,909 6,@12 850 3,806 

h%j.t~--.-------- L,919,923 1.540 22.777 .21,024 33.5.420 726.752 I 554.782 162,447 29,1.M 3.83a 5,829 

Under 2D weeks------ 453 72 47 29 10 29 46 98 65 24 4 29 
2k27 weekn--------- 7,105 760 3,273 1,034 344 312 393 432 26o 83 3.2 23 177 

cg7 40 643 3,7% 3,46e 1,393 1,184 1,410 699 149 32 9 174 

C31 49 4s 1C5 467 3,535 20,6S7 57,r.23 52,817 rJ3,936 4,381 696 27o 

40 

2e-m weeks--------- J..5, 

52-35 weeka--------- 5s,035 22 173 1,429 7,576 .7.3,731 13,952 U.,718 3,671 1,269 229 38 228 
36 \m#Ks 41,250 10 27 193 1,283 7,097 14,213 31,736 5,132 1,223 232 33 77 
37-:9 weE4w--------- 535,624 119 11s 397 3,039 24,321 I.M,743 229,103 1.26,653 26,174 3,670 464 826 

44s 33,182 5,078 544 513weeks------------ x9, 999 eo 54 90 591 6,E6 46,992 143,169 3.20,

41-42 weeks--------- 403,2E 66 69 97 536 5,443 40,655 142,346 147,927 53,547 10,555 1,331 603

43 xeeko and over--- 135,Bog 44 30 74 297 2,443 15,Z54 46,8t6 48,5r5 17,354 4,C4S 634 242

Not Stated 370,457 417 1,959 2,667 5,639 18,107 63,S39 137,938 101,433 29,437 5,261 740 2,953


4R2,81O 7,:9 5.000 10.455 

1 
3.53.971 72.827 14.8X5 2.433 438 1,331 

Under 20 weeks------
2&27 weekE--,----

291 
3,9.02 

51 
332 

22 
641 

22 
329 %--% 10 

2 
U 

9 
64 

28-31 wekz _____ 6,493 16 1,340 1,350 669 1,03s 42 50 
32-35 weeks--------- 24,53S 3J i25 676 2,964 5,588 6,593 5,947 2,176 31.9 21 64 
36 We,ks 13,712 19 72 479 2,540 4,s43 3,951 1,439 277 14 26 
37-39 veck.s 117,CE9 1: 72 17C 1,220 8,954 35,491 <9,329 19,841 3,222 1.20 169 
49 lJcJekc 54,:6? 4 ?!7 45 253 2,299 11,792 23,834 E,9Z9 2,:95 63 79

41-42 weeks 59,549 4 43 23 276 1,s33 9,S9 20,979 13,2s3 3,378 83 92

43 weeks z3M o-rer--- ,!1,593 s 15 31 lcn 97!5 4,747 8,$67 5,201 1,253 43 20

Nat etatea 13+322 264 1,347 X,774 3,402 lcl,
0 144 29,957 49,787 18,S36 3,720 ,87 738


I 

%Iuivc&nts of the L!rcmweishtc in teim.?of POUZICMand ounces are a3 follows:


500 crams or lew - 1 lb. 1 oz. or lex 
591-1,Ma Dam - 1 lb. 2 0:,-2 lb. 3 oz. 
1,001-1,500 ~am.a = 2 lb. 4 OZ.-3 lb. 4 cm. 
1,S91-2,073 LTSJU3= 3 lb. 5 OZ.-4 lb. 6 oz.

2,001-2,S!19Crams E.& lb. 7 OZ.-6 lb. .Soz.

2,501-3,000 ormm - 5 lb. 9 OZ.-6 lb. 9 OZ.


WOTE: 2xcludes data far dlabema, Arkax%w, ConnecticiIt,Idaho, M@achusett3,

quire reporting of firct dqv of last normal menstrual period.


3,001-3,503 )zz’ams 6 lb. 10 oz.- lb. l-loz.
=

3,501-4,O’IY~-o - 7 18. U OZ.-9 lb. ~ OZ.


4,031-4,500 P-- -8 lb. 14 OZ.-9 lb. 14 OZ.

4,501-5,023 ~@JUS = 9 lb. 1.5OZ--ll lb. O OZ.

5,031 Crams or rr.ors 11 lb. 1 o.%.or more
=


17ewI.lexi
co, Pennsylvania, Texas, vircfnia, and Wisconsin which did not re-


EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 

Data not available

;Category not applicable . . .

Quanti~ zero

Quantity more than O but less cban 0.5--------- 0.0

Fi~re does not meet standards of


reliability or precision *
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