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About NRC 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
is responsible for regulating domestic activities 
related to radiation protection and nuclear safety 
for nuclear facilities and for promoting the common 
defense and security related to uses of radioactive 
materials.  The NRC also licenses the import and 
export of radioactive materials, participates in 
international nuclear activities, including multilateral 
and bilateral safety and security activities, and 
works closely with its international counterparts to 
enhance nuclear safety and security worldwide.

Mission
License and regulate the Nation’s civilian use of 
byproduct, source, and special nuclear materials 
to ensure adequate protection of public health 
and safety, promote the common defense 
and security, and protect the environment.

Values
The safe use of radioactive materials and nuclear 
fuels for beneficial civilian purposes is enabled by 
the agency’s adherence to the principles of good 
regulation—independence, openness, efficiency, 
clarity, and reliability.   In addition, regulatory 
actions are effective, realistic, and timely.

Goals
Safety: Ensure adequate protection of public 
health and safety and the environment.

Security: Ensure adequate protection in the secure 
use and management of radioactive materials.

Strategic Outcomes
n	 Prevent the occurrence of any 

nuclear reactor accidents.

n	 Prevent the occurrence of any 
inadvertent criticality events.

n	 Prevent the occurrence of any acute 
radiation exposures resulting in fatalities.

n	 Prevent the occurrence of any releases 
of radioactive materials that result in 
significant radiation exposures.

n	 Prevent the occurrence of any releases of 
radioactive materials that cause significant 
adverse environmental impacts.

n	 Prevent any instances where licensed 
radioactive materials are used domestically 
in a manner hostile to the United States.


