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our ability to work with other nations. 
I think that is where the real debate 
should occur. 

b 1515 
Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 

minutes to my California sister, a 
member of our committee, the ranking 
member of the Technical and Tactical 
Intelligence Subcommittee, Ms. ESHOO. 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I thank our 
distinguished ranking member of the 
House Intelligence Committee and 
Congressman MURTHA. We salute you 
for your extraordinary leadership. 

Mr. Speaker, we are here today be-
cause the majority has brought a reso-
lution before the House. It is a resolu-
tion. It is a nonbinding resolution. For 
those that are listening in, it just 
means that we are going to talk. There 
is not any action that will come out of 
it. 

Let us think about the context, the 
broader context of where we are today, 
June 15, 2006. Across this magnificent 
country, almost two-thirds of the 
American people, it matters not where 
they live, what their economic back-
ground is, what their political affili-
ation is, have now lost faith in the 
President’s war in Iraq. 

They have also lost faith in the 
President. He had high ratings. He is 
now down to about 33 percent. And it is 
about this issue of war in Iraq. Why? 
Why? Because what was advanced? We 
had to go in because there was an emi-
nent threat. If we did not get them, 
they were going to get us. Except that 
premise, the President even acknowl-
edged, did not turn out to be so. 

We all honor and support our troops. 
None of us will stipulate to anything 
less. We all honor the tradition that 
they have set. We all stipulate to that. 
We know that there are terrorists in 
this world. And we will pursue them in 
the pursuit of the protection of our Na-
tion. 

But there is a difference between Iraq 
and the war on terrorism. And some 
people in the Congress, unlike people 
in the country, do not want to ac-
knowledge that. So where are we 
today? Our intelligence agency demor-
alized, intelligence manipulated, the 
American people ashamed of what we 
are doing instead of being proud. 

It is too bad, my friends, that the 
term ‘‘cut and run’’ is ever used 
against a man that has served so hon-
orably and has the medals to show 
them. I submit that it is the Congress 
that has cut and run on accountability, 
on not doing oversight, on not watch-
ing where the money is going. 

Potable water has not been improved 
in Iraq. Even retired generals, for the 
first time in my life of 63 years have I 
ever heard retired generals that have 
spoken out and said this is not a pol-
icy, stay the course is not a policy. 

Yes, we need a debate. We need a de-
bate about alternatives. About alter-
natives. This is a regrettable instru-
ment that you have brought to the 
floor today. I think two-thirds of the 
American people understand it. 

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I now 
yield 3 minutes to Mr. HOLT of New 
Jersey, ranking member of the Intel-
ligence Policy Subcommittee. 

Mr. HOLT. I salute Mr. MURTHA, and 
I salute the servicemen and -women in 
the field, recovering at Walter Reed, 
and waiting to serve. 

This is a critical matter that we 
waited far too long to debate on this 
floor. And instead today we now get a 
meaningless resolution that says, well, 
stay the course, whatever that means. 

Well, today I was meeting with some 
seventh and eighth graders. And I 
asked them to help me put in perspec-
tive what we are talking about here 
today, what would we say that 10 years 
from now we wish that we had said 
about the war in Iraq. 

The first one said, too many lives 
have been lost already. The second one 
said, the reasons for going to war were 
wrong, maybe even deceptive. The 
third said, the Iraqi people are worse 
off today than they were before. 

We should ask ourselves how pos-
terity will regard Congress for giving 
President Bush everything he asked for 
without oversight, without account-
ability. There are shifting rationales 
for war: oh, it was weapons of mass de-
struction; oh, no, it was retribution for 
September 11; no, actually it was about 
human rights abuses under Saddam; 
no, actually it was containment and 
disarmament and the U.N. were not 
working. 

No. No. It was to stand up a democ-
racy that could be emulated through-
out the Middle East. No, it was to pro-
tect America’s strategic interests, in-
cluding oil. And today we have heard 
over and over again a response that 
this is about terrorism. 

No, it is not about terrorism. This is 
not about Khobar Towers. It is not 
about the USS Cole; it is not even 
about the World Trade Center. Today’s 
debate is about Iraq, a war of choice. 
And this is a resolution that says, stay 
the course. 

The other side, Mr. Speaker, is en-
gaging in classical misdirection. This 
has nothing to do with terrorism ex-
cept that Iraq has now become a breed-
ing ground and a training ground for 
terrorists. And meanwhile the war has 
warped American priorities and cost us 
dearly. 

Numerous powder kegs around the 
world are being ignored. International 
standing and our ability to counter ter-
rorism is hurt. Here at home, I must 
say, Hurricane Katrina crystallized 
American thinking when they realized 
that the President and Congress were 
putting our attention, our resources in 
Iraq and not for the needs of the people 
here at home. 

History will remember this war as a 
colossal blunder. When we leave Iraq, 
and I hope we will begin immediately, 
no one will wish that we stayed longer. 
No one will look back and think the 
current course could ever have been 
successful. This war is not making us 
safer. It is not making Iraq safer. 

The generals understand that. You 
have heard that today. The large ma-
jority of the Iraqis understand that. 
The U.S. public understands that. And, 
yes, even seventh graders in New Jer-
sey understand that. 

Let us begin our redeployment imme-
diately, rather than approve a mean-
ingless stay-the-course resolution. 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to our colleague from Cali-
fornia, a member of the Intelligence 
Committee, Mr. ISSA. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I certainly 
think it is important that this debate 
go back and forth as it has between the 
defeatist attitude of my colleagues and 
what I believe is the appropriate stay 
the course of this side of the aisle. 

Mr. Speaker, we are often alleged of 
only doing two things in the Congress, 
either nothing or overreacting. Today, 
by a measured response of saying stay 
the course, we are doing exactly what 
we need to do. This is not meaningless. 

Just in the last week a declassified 
document taken from the safehouse in 
which Zarqawi met his appropriate 
punishment, and I will read just short 
excerpts, our time is short, but they 
are meaningful and I think many Mem-
bers listening throughout their offices 
and here on the floor probably have not 
yet read this. 

Zarqawi says, however, here in Iraq, 
speaking of why time is on the side of 
al Qaeda, however, here in Iraq, time is 
now beginning to be of service to the 
American forces and harmful to the re-
sistance for the following reasons. 

He goes on to talk about the forma-
tion of the National Guard. He goes on 
to talk about the impact on the resist-
ance of various improvements there. 
He goes on to talk about how we the 
Americans and the Iraqis have under-
taken a media campaign against the 
resistance and it is working. 

He goes on to say, the resistance has 
had its financial outlets cut off and re-
stricted. He talks about how, in fact, 
we have been effective in creating big 
divisions among the ranks of what he 
called the resistance. 

He then plots to find a way to get 
America embroiled in yet another con-
flict with another enemy. And he is 
speaking of Iran. He then plots on how 
he might convince us that Iran was fur-
ther along in its weapons of mass de-
struction. He then plots no more. 

Mr. Speaker, we have done, for once, 
the even, middle-road thing we have to 
do. We did not go into this war the way 
we went into, as Congressman MURTHA 
said, Beirut, only a little bit, only not 
enough, and only for a little while. 

We have gone into the war on ter-
rorism with commitment from this 
Congress, in Afghanistan, in Iraq, in 
the South of the Philippines, wherever 
the terrorists may be; and we said we 
will stay the long haul in each of these 
places. 

My time is short. I just want to do 
two things. One is, to say that, unlike 
Congressman MURTHA, I did not serve 
in combat. But I entered the Army in 
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