Rising Prices at the Pump
Filling up the car is getting more and more costly and those record prices at the pump are being felt by all Arkansans. According to AAA, the price for a regular gallon of gasoline is $3.49 and there isn’t any immediate relief in sight.

We're the only developed country in the world that refuses to use its natural resources. It's very difficult in the short-term to decrease the price of gas without increasing energy. Congress needs to takes common sense steps that will increase our energy supply and make us more energy independent.
Here are some of the contributing factors in those high prices.

Why am I paying more at the pump?

The high price of gasoline results from the cost of crude oil, the world demand and supply for oil, our limited refining capacity, and taxes. 

What Goes Into the Cost of Gasoline?

We are now seeing record highs for the cost of crude oil, well over $100 a barrel. The previous records were set in 2005 after hurricanes disrupted oil and natural gas production in the Gulf of Mexico. 
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The supply of crude oil around the world is not keeping pace with the burgeoning demand in such markets as China and India. Although increasing domestic oil production would bring some benefits, other oil-producing nations and the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) could cut production to keep supplies tight and thus the prices high. 

How can we lower gas prices and reduce our dependence on imported oil in the near future? 

One government survey indicates that the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) in Alaska could yield 10 to 16 billion barrels of oil, enough to replace all of our imports from Saudi Arabia. The Refuge covers 19 million acres, but development would occur only on 1.5 million acres utilizing advanced technology to prevent any environmental damage. 

In addition, America possesses about one quarter of the world's coal supply, enough to meet current demand for 250 years. There is already a workable process that turns coal into a liquid fuel for trucks and automobiles, and clean-coal technologies are reducing the environmental impact of using this fuel. 

Also, we could open up more of offshore America to development, while keeping any new drilling at least 125-230 miles away from the coast of Florida. After all, Cuba, with the help of China, is producing oil 45 miles from the Florida coast. The Department of the Interior estimates that 8.5 billion barrels of oil could be recovered from off of America's coast. 

Nuclear energy provides almost 20 percent of the United States' electricity and it is the number one source of emission-free electricity. The U.S. currently has 104 reactors in operation and most were brought on-line in the 1970s and 1980s. In fact, 37 of the current reactors began operating between 1970 and 1975 and no new reactor has been ordered since the mid-1970s. 

In addition, the limited refining capacity of the United States leads to high gas prices, and this nation has not built a new refinery in three decades.
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What can Congress do?

Opening up ANWR, building refineries and building more nuclear power plants are things we need to consider to increase energy. Using our natural resources to make our lives easier is the best practice and it’s something we need to do to help cut the costs when we’re filling up our vehicles.

As well as being a member of the Renewable Energy and Efficiency Caucus and the Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Caucus I also co-sponsored several pieces of legislation including the “Securing America’s Energy Independence Act,” H.R. 550, which extends the tax credit for companies using solar or fuel cell technology; as well as H.R. 197, which supports tax credits for electricity produced by biofuels, wind energy and ethanol.  I am an original cosponsor of the “H-Prize Act of 2007,” H.R. 632, which encourages the development of a hydrogen powered economy and I am a supporter of legislation that will be beneficial to our energy supply in the long term that provides funding for renewable energy sources.
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What can I do to make my car more fuel efficient


1. Slow down. Each 5 mph you drive over 60 mph is like paying an additional $0.15 per gallon for gas. Aggressive driving (speeding, rapid acceleration and braking) wastes gas. Equivalent Gasoline Savings: $.12-$.82/gallon 

2. Keep your car maintained and running smoothly. Get regular tune ups, clean air filters, and keep you tires properly inflated and filled with the proper grade of oil.

3. Use your engine wisely. Avoid Excessive Idling Use Cruise Control and overdrive gears 

4. Be smart about driving. Plan errands to do them together, rather than on separate trips Carpool Mass transit Telecommute 

5. Keep your car light. Make sure you’re not carrying any extra baggage in your trunk and back seat, don’t use it as a long term storage facility.
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Find where you can get the best deal for your money at the pump http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/gasprices/states/AR.shtml
