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July 24—Choosing the Appro-

priate Entity for Your Business
presented by the SBDITC in

Chula Vista, CA.

August 2 - Small Business
Marketing presented by
SCORE in San Diego, CA.

August 3 - Biz QOrientation pre-
sented by NCSBDC in Ocean-
side, CA.

August 14 - 2007 Gold Coast
Conference presented by the

San Diego Chapter National
Defense Industrial Assoc.
(NDIA)

August 16 - Starting a Busi-
ness _presented by the
IVSBDC in EI Centro, CA.
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Ruben Garcia, District Director, SBA; Jovita Carranza, Deputy Administrator, SBA; George Chandler, former District

Director, SBA; Tom Nickols, President, SCORE San Diego, winner George Chandler Community Leadership Award, at
Small Business Awards Luncheon, June 28, 2007.

Small businesses prove their big worth at SBA Awards
Girgis recognized as Person of the Year

By Diana Samuels—San
Diego Daily Transcript

Hany Girgis' company
was founded in his guest
bedroom, but SkillStorm Inc.
now reaches the Pentagon,
the Department of Defense
and the U.S. military. In rec-
ognition of the company's
growth, Girgis was named
Small-Business Person of the
Year at the annual San Diego
Small Business awards

luncheon Thursday.

The award ceremony
recognized local small-
business leaders for their
success and contributions to
the community. It was held at

the San Diego Marriott Hotel
and Marina downtown and
hosted by the San Diego Re-
gional Chamber of Com-
merce and Small Business
Administration.

Keynote speaker and
SBA Deputy Administrator
Jovita Carranza described the
award winners as "change
agents."

"The common thread
amongst all the award win-
ners is that they have a pas-
sion for the service they're
providing," Carranza said
before the ceremony. "They
have the tenacity to carry out
their dreams. They make

great sacrifices that other
people wouldn't think of tak-
ing."

SCORE San Diego Chap-
ter 140 received the first
George Chandler Leadership
Award, named in honor of
former SBA San Diego district
director George P. Chandler
Jr., for its work in helping
local businesses and contrib-
uting to national SCORE pro-
grams.

CPA firm JGD & Associ-
ates won the Chamber's
North Island Credit Union
"Excellence in the Work Envi-
ronment Award."

See SBA Awards on Page 2
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Small Business Awards Luncheon

Small Business Person of the Year - Hany Girgis, SkillStorm, Inc.
with Jovita Carranza, Deputy Administrator, SBA (left) and Ruben

Garcia, District Director, SBA (right)

Young Entrepreneur of the Year - Jeffry Jordan, Rescue Social
Change Group, LLC (RSCG) - award accepted by Raul Fortunet,
Street Marketing Director, RSCG; Jovita Carranza, Deputy Adminis-
trator, SBA.
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Minority-Owned Small Business of the Year - Sombrero Mexican Food,
Inc., owners Javier Correa, Jr. and Javier Correa, Sr. accept award
from Jovita Carranza, Deputy Administrator, SBA.

Woman-Owned Small Business of the Year - Aldrica Lattimore, Accu-
rate Engineering Integrated Construction Services (AEICS) - award
accepted by LalLania Booth, Office Manager, AEICS; from Jovita Car-

ranza, Deputy Administrator, SBA.

SBA Awards

Continued from Page 1

Thomas Fitzpatrick, Deb-
orah Helm and Fay Nakanishi
of The Mission North Park, a
restaurant specializing in Cali-
fornia cuisine with Asian and
Latino influences, was named
Business Improvement District
Business of the Year.

Other award recipients
were recognized for customer
service, community involve-
ment, or for their roles as
women, minority or veteran

business owners.

The SBA has always placed a
priority on underserved mar-
kets, including women, mi-
norities and the economically
disadvantaged, Carranza
added.

It recently launched a
new "Patriot Express" loan
program, which provides
loans to veterans, active-duty
service members, Reservists
and National Guard mem-

bers, and spouses and wid-
ows of service members or
veterans. The loans, which
can be used for business
purposes like start-up, expan-
sion or equipment pur-
chases, are available up to
$500,000, with SBA's maxi-
mum guaranty of 75 or 85
percent.

Before joining the SBA in
December, Carranza worked
as vice president of air op-
erations at UPS (NYSE: UPS)

for 30 years. The key ingredi-
ents to a successful business
are the same for a multina-
tional company such as UPS
or a small, local business,
she said.

"You need a solid busi-
ness plan," she said. "A lot of
knowledge about the market
that you're trying to launch
your product in is very criti-
cal."

See SBA Awards Page 3
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Small Business Awards Luncheon

Veteran-Owned Sm. Bus. of the Year - Marine Services Commercial
Diving Company, Inc., owner Timothy Kiley (partner James Stanton
not shown) accepts award from Jovita Carranza, Deputy Adminis-

trator, SBA.

Delores Braswell Award: Advocating Women in Bus. - Linda Harasin,
Small Business Advocacy & Prestige Communications Services, Inc.
accepts award from Jovita Carranza, Deputy Administrator, SBA.

Small Business Lender of the Year National Lender of Excellence -
Kurt Chilcott, CDC Small Business Finance accepts award from
Jovita Carranza, Deputy Administrator, SBA.

SBA Awards

Continued from Page 2

She worked with small
businesses in her roles at
UPS and was surprised by
how similar the two jobs
were.

"The mission of UPS is to
help small businesses grow,
and that's the same philoso-
phy as the SBA," Carranza
said.

Girgis, who won the Business
Person of the Year award,

said his company used
SCORE and the SBA's help
to get the certifications he
needed to get off the

ground.

Those organizations have
"leveled the playing field"
for small business compet-
ing against large corpora-
tions, he said.

Reprinted from: The Daily Tran-
script - Thursday, June 28, 2007

Small Business Lender of the Year - Rick Benito, Bank of America
accepts award from Jovita Carranza, Deputy Administrator, SBA.
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Jovita Carranza, Deputy Administrator, SBA and Diana Samuels, Staff
Writer, San Diego Daily Transcript, following interview about SBA’s
new Patriot Express Loan Program.
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Financial Services Small Business Champion of the Year - Susan Veteran Small Business Champion of the Year - Alonza Wilson, Like
Lamping, CDC Small Business Finance accepts award from Jovita New Pool Cleaning & Repair Service, Inc. accepts award from Jovita
Carranza, Deputy Administrator, SBA. Carranza, Deputy Administrator, SBA.

All awardees' photos by: Joanna Herr Hanks, Herr Photography - To view all event photos go to: www.herrphotography.com
Click on client access - Event Code: SBA

U.S. Small Business Administration The U. S. Small Business Administration was created in 1953 to maintain and
strengthen the nation’s economy by aiding, counseling, assisting, and protect-
ing the interests of small businesses and by helping families and businesses
recover from national disasters.

SBA’s San Diego District Office is your small business resource for access to
capital, counseling services, training, and government contracting opportuni-
ties, to help start or grow a small business in San Diego and Imperial counties.
Your Small Business Resource Our programs and services are delivered through participating lenders and our
resource partners, SCORE: Counselors to America’s Small Businesses and
550 West C Street, Suite 550 Small Business Development Centers.

San Diego, CA 92103-3500

Newsline is produced by the U. S. Small Business Administration’s San Diego
Phone: 619-557-7250 District Office. Subscribe to Newsline by registering online at web.sba.gov/list.
Fax: 619-557- 5894 Look for San Diego News.

Email: sandiego@sba.gov

Send questions or comments to the Newsline Editor, Cynthia Harris, Business
Development Specialist, at Cynthia.Harris@sba.gov.

www.sba.gov/ca/sandiego
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